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rrench 
go cold 

on the 

euro 


The night of the 




glasses 


Sarah Helm 

Luxembourg 

Europe's projected single cur- 
rency, which has already tom 
apart the Conservative Party 
and riven Ge rman y, faced a 
fresh threat yesterday - France's 
new Socialist government. 

At a meeting of EU finance 
ministers in Luxembourg. 
France refused to sign up to a 
pact which sets out economic 
rules for running the euro zone. 
The new French demands im- 
mediately fractured the in- 
creasingly fragile veneer of 
consensus between France and 
Germany about how the euro- 
zone should be governed, how 
"soft" or “hard" the new cur- 
rency will be, and inevitably 
raised new questions about the 
timetable for monetary union - 
set to be launched in 1999. 

The French move will cast a 
pall over next week’s Amster- 
dam summit, when signature of 
the so-called “stability pact" for 
economic and monetary union 
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Lionel Jospin: Wants more 
emphasis on jobs and growth 

(EMU) was to have been hailed 
by beads of government as a key 
achievement. Under the pact, 
countries which failed to keep 
within strict financial guide- 
lines would incur heavy penal- 
ties. France called for a 
rewriting of the pact, with more 
emphasis on jobs and growth, 
rather than focusing exclusive- 
ly on tight fiscal discipline. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, presented a British em- 
ployment initiative to the 
Luxembourg meeting of Euro- 
pean finance ministers, which 
appeared to support the French 
aims. He argued that jobs 
should be given new pnonty at 

a European and national tevel . 

Dominique Strauss Kahn, 
the new French finance minis- 
ter, reassured partners that Li- 
onel Jospin, the new French 
Prime Minister, is committed to 
the EMU launch on time, in- 


sisting that there was no call fur 
“drama'" or market panic. He 
also said France accepted the 
principle of budgetary disci- 
pline. 

But rhe French government 
also wants to adjust the pact 
to allow the creation of a 
form of jiolitiral “economic 
government" to act as a 
counter-weight to the monetary 
discipline to be imposed by the 
future European central bank. 

Theo Waigel, the German fi- 
nance minister, made clear he 
would oppose any move which 
could Uneaten the indepen- 
dence of the European central 
bank. Germany, which initiat- 
ed the stability pact to ensure 
fiscal discipline, was also swift 
to signal yesterday that it would 
oppose any renegotiation of 
the rales, which might encour- 
age a “soft euro". 

But Germany’s own govern- 
ing coalition was showing signs 
of drifting towards the rocks 
amid rumours that Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl had threatened to 
resign four times last week, 
during the bitter argument still 
raging in Germany about the 
means by which the country can 
meet the Maastricht criteria 
for monetary union. The gov- 
ernment failed in its attempt to 
revalue its gold reserves, and all 
its attempts to raise taxes are be- 
ing thwarted. 

The French announcement 
could not have come at a worse 
time for the European Union, 
winch is already’ struggling to 
maintain a united from ahead 
of the Amsterdam summit. 

Officials from the Nether- 
lands, which holds the EU pres- 
idency. were last night working 
hard to cover up the cracks, by 
producing a deal which they 
hoped might satisfy the French 
ahead of the summit. There 
were strong hopes that Paris’s 
stance might prove to be tem- 
porary posturing, in the light of 
pledges to promote employ- 
ment made during the French 
election campaign. Senior EU 
officials said that if a satisfac- 
tory “form of words" could be 
found to accommodate French 
concerns, EMU could be swift- 
ly back on track. 

However, there were signs 
that the markets were already 
viewing the crisis as serious, un- 
dermining political damage- 
limitation. Furthermore, even if 
an accord can by stitched to- 
gether in the short term, fun- 
damental differences m 
philosophy about how the sin- 
gle currency should operate 

are now out in the open- 

Euro & ufr-Iine, page 13 



Clarke and Hague neck 
and neck for first ballot 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The passion fruit canapes wore 
soggy at John Redwood's par- 
ty, said one MP dismissK eK- last 
night, as he prepared to move 
on to the rival champagne re- 
ception for Peter Lilley. 

The Pimmswas also "watered 
down, according to some out- 
raged Conservatives who went 
to Lhe Redwood party in Din- 
ing Room A at the House of 
Commons. 

Perhaps that was just as well. 
It was going to be a long night 
after all. 

The floating voters had five 
parties in succession, to sample 
the drinks and nibbles - and to 
taste the opinions of each of the 
candidates standing in today's 
election for a new Conservative 
leader - and they needed a dear 
head to sort their way through 
the field. 

After cream tea with John 
Redwood and his wife. Gail. 
MPs sauntered across Parlia- 
ment Square to the St Stephen’s 
Constitutional club for Mr Lil- 
ley's party, where they were wel- 
comed with glasses of the bouse 
champagne, laid on at £2150 a 
bottle, with smoked salmon 
nibbles and the chance to hear 
from the former secretary of 
state for soda! security about his 
views on the European single 
currency. 

“My opinion is for rent and 
my vote is for sale," joked Pe- 
ter Bottomley. whose wife. Vir- 
ginia was already inside the 
Lilley campaign part}'. Elizabeth 
Buchanan, Lady Thatcher's 
persona] assistant, caused a stir 
when she arrived carrying a 
black briefcase, with lilley sup- 
porters wondering whether she 
bad brought a message from the 
former prime minister. 

Lady Thatcher’s former po- 
litical adviser, Tory MP John 
Whittingdale, another Lilley 
supporter, said: “It’s like in the 
general election campaign, 
on the eve of poll when you have 
done all the bard work and 
you relax with a drink with 
friends. 

“I think most people have 
made up their minds, and Con- 
servative MPs are not going to 
be swayed by a glass of cham- 
pagne." 

Those touring the parties in- 
cluded Michael FabricanL One 
Lflley supporter said to him: 


"Whai arc you doing here - 
you're in ihe rival camp." 

But like many Tore MPs, Mr 
Fabricam denied he had made 
up his mind. “I am undecided 
and l might vote for someone 
different in the second round. 
I am sticking to the orange juice 
as 1 have three more panics to 
go to." 

William Hague, the young 
pretender, held his pany'in the 
traditional Tore stronghold of 
the Carlton Club in Pall Mall. 
Nick St Auhyn. the new MP for 
Guildford, was also louring the 
parties and as he stepped into 
the Carlton for champagne and 
canapes in the coffee room 
with Mr Hague, one of Mr 
Hague's supporters said: “He is 
not undecided - he has been in 
the Lilley camp all along." 

Michael Hon ard was holding 
coun with a champagne party 
at the Westminster home of 
Jonathan Ailken, the former 
minister, while Kenneth Clarke, 
keeping up his blokeish image, 
was entertaining any Tore MP 


6, My opinion is 
for rent and my 
vote is for sale? 


who wished to turn up at the 
Royal Institute of Engineers, 
where the former Chancellor 
had ordered his supporters not 
to be too lavish with the drinks, 
although they were allowed to 
serve the guests red and white 
table wine. 

But the missing ingredient 
from this unique Tory party 
night was the spice that 
would have been provided by 
Michael Portillo, who lost his 
Enfield Southgate seat at the 
election. 

Thai did not slop someone 
reminding MPs what they were 
missing by hiring three actors, 
dressed as Mexicans, in som- 
breros and flared trousers, to 
picket the Lilley party with a 
placard declaring: “Portillo 4 el 
Presideme." 

Tory MPS may have looked 
bemused, but if they had been 
given the chance, el Fresidenie 
Portillo would have had a 
walkover today, and his sup- 
porters would no doubt be 
celebrating with tequila. 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Kenneth Clarke and William Hague were 
last night running neck and neck for today’s 
first round of the Conservative leadership 
contest, with declared supporters putting 
them well ahead of the rest of the field. 

But with three dozen of the 164 Con- 
servative MPs remaining uncommitted, the 
race was still wide open and frantic last- 
minute efforts were being made to woo and 
seduce the hard-to-get waverers last night. 

For an outright win in today's ballot, a 
candidate requires at least 83 votes - a ma- 
jority of those entitled to vote - and a ma- 
jority of at least 25 votes over the runner 
up. a lead of 15 per cent of those entitled 
to vote. 

No one is expected to get over those hur- 
dles. in which case a second ballot will be 
held next Thesday in a race that will be open 
to new contenders - and the possible with- 
drawal of any candidate who does partic- 
ularly badly when first-round results are 
declared before 6pm tonight. 

The uncertainties of the contest are ag- 
gravated by the possibility that Mr Clarke, 
the former Chancellor, could top today's 
poll - and still not have enough steam to 
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get him the required 83-vote minimum to 
win the second ballot. 

He needs more than 50 votes today to 
remain a credible contender for next week. 

The right-wing were jostling for a con- 
tender who could pick up the Thaicherhe 
banner - with Michael Howard, Peter 
Lflley and John Redwood all in con- 
tention. Whoever gets most votes from the 
right could still give Mr Garke - or Mr 
Hague - a close ran for the final ballot on 
19 June. 

But last week's confident assertion of Mr 
Howard's supporters, that he was running 
second to Mr Garke, were badly dented 
by the fact that as many as half a dozen 
claimed votes have since defected. 

A supporter of one of Mr Howard's right- 
wing opponents said it would not be Lhe first 
time the Howard camp had been caught 
“fibbing". 


Last week, they issued a press release, 
saying the former Home Secretary was “in 
clear second place". Yesterday, Mr Howard 
said: “1 confidently expect to finish in the 
first three." 

One of John Redwood's supporters said 
it was “too close to call" between his man 
and Mr Howard. But Mr Redwood's 
campaign manager, lain Duncan S mith, ap- 
peared to over-egg bis candidate's chances 
when he said that in addition to the 17 de- 
clared supporters, there were another 30 
votes privately poised to back him. 

G aimed declarations from the different 
camps put Mr Garke and Mr Hague on 33 
votes each, Mr Howard on 25, Mr Lilley 
on 22 and Mr Redwood on 17. That left 
35 undeclared. 

Of those who had been “claimed" by the 
Howard camp, Alan Gark is undeclared, 
Eleanor Laing and David Tredinnick have 
declared lor Mr Hague; Nick Wimenon and 
Sir Thddy Taylor are for Mr Redwood; and 
Philip Hammond is for Mr Lilley. 

The political jockeying for the votes of 
the right included a staiemeni from Mr 
Redwood that he would never support a 
European single currency, while Mr Hague 
said: “I would never be’part of a govern- 
ment thai joined a single currency." 



Opening bars 


Ministers ponder French style A-levels 




Judith Judd 1 

Education Editor ^ 

New A-level exams < 
laved for a year while mmstets 

Ser plan* for broadening 

STSrth-form camta". ' 
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the continental-style “bac j 
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is a version of the French bac- 
calaureate which would require 
nuoils to take a variety of sci- 

wfe and arts subjects as a ba- 
sis for university entry. At 
present, entry is usually through 
three A-levels. 

David BhmketL the Secretary 
of State for Education, is par- 
ticularly keen that under the 
new system, vocational qualifi- 
SSSdd have the same 
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ing anew earn after one yems 
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sixth form in September 1998. 

They were recommended by 
Sir Ron Dealing who reviewed 
all qualifications for 16- 19-year- 
olds for the last government . 

He proposed that the sixth- 
form curriculum should be 
broadened by encouraging stu- 
dents to take five “A-S” exams, 
equivalent to the first year of a 
traditional A-Ievel course, be- 
fore deciding which two or 
three subjects they wished to 
pursie to A-levcI. . 

Sixth-formers would he able 
to qualify for a new advanced 
diploma by taking a range of 


subjects, including a mixture of 
arts and sciences and, possibly, 
academic and vocational qual- 
ifications. The new diploma 
would not be compulsory and 
ministers worry that universities 
would ignore it. 

There is a debate within the 
Government about how radical 
the changes should be. Down- 
ing Street is thought to be anx- 
ious to avoid the accusation that 
it is watering down A-level. 

Government sources last 
night played down the delay. 
“There is nol going to be a rad- 
ical overhaul. We want to look 
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at how we ensure that those do- 
ing A-level are doing something 
a bit broader. We arc not look- 
ing at grandiose schemes for a 
British bac.” 

The new framework is still ex- 
pected to include important 
elements of Sir Ron’s work. Un- 
der his proposals, exam boards 
had to rewrite syllabuses which 
were delivered to the Govern- 
ment's exam advisers for vetting 
only last week. Both schools and 
academics have protested at the 
haste in which the syllabuses 
have had to be prepared. The 
first new A-S levels were sched- 
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uled for 1999 and the A-levcl a 
year later. 

John D unford, past president 
of the Secondary Heads Asso- 
ciation, said headteachers 
would welcome the postpone- 
ment. “There was no way we 
could have introduced ibis in 
time for 1993. 

“Wc would be sorry to lose 
the new one-year A-S exam but 
it is a price we would be pre- 
pared to pay for a longer more 
radical review which would 
bring academic and vocational 
qualifications together in a sin- 
gle structure." 


Open in bars 


Cakmnctun Ofiri 


8“0 CoutmiTUT Match v Aiotrau.v. Lu.t>'» 

WlMBUlKMI Tumi* CH4UP1URUHF 

niut. Vluvr CucyitiT CuLb Ci'h. Cnt-pur Par* 9 

Hinlit thjtAi fcuurtji 

Huimm Cum PaUCI iNTflhdTkiMi FlurLr Skuv 
Hinlu Ftsi iv.u OI Unit .imp the Arts 
British guard Pu<t, SuttRWtm 


IBJbpc-BJrIt 
17-20 June 
19-ajwc 

23jUBC-6jH)f 

*Jnc-MJrir 

2-6J.hr 

i 9-IJJnlr 

9-1= Jr* 
lSJuir 
2-Q AagBB 


9 “770951 “946429 


Veuve Clicquot 

Champagne of The Season 










2 



shorts 


Dobson orders inquiry into 
breast-screening service 

following delays in the diasnna'c rt f i •> „***®*?_ y^^ay, 


Answering an emergency Commons question, an irate Mr 
Dobson said he was “not satisfied" with the 
East Devon Breast S™ SeJS^SL^k 
that it was rechecking the records of 1 900 ™ S i 
anderstood to have been angered by the identify the 

problem after concerns were first raised hv m 

»«*““ «■ setvice, LtJtaSSS 

the South Devon were ako unable to infirm howTnamTwomen 
were involved in the rechecking exercise y 

More than ZJXK) women have called helplines set up after the 

SKtaSfS P"* 1 ™ thebrc^e^ning 

. de,ayed dia 5 nosis Of 12 women, two of whom 
had died. TTic problem araeover the interpretation of tiny deposits 
of calcium in the breast, which can be a warning sign of cancer. The 

C n r T a Tl ra n O h 0 ^^h Wh0 ^ toe senticeTDrJohn Brennan 

sis,“ stra ssas" 10 “ derso 


Bridgewater man on bail over theft 


Michael Hickey, a member of 
the Bridgewater Four, was 
released on bail yesterday after 
appearing at Birmingham 
magistrates' court chaigcd with 
stealing a gold ring and 
possessing a machete. 

Friends and supporters of 
Mr Hickey (left), who was 
freed in Loudon in February 
after serving IS years for the 
murder of newspaper boy Carl 
Bridgewater, cheered and 
punched the air in a packed 
public gallery as bail was 
granted. Mr Hickey is charged with the theft of a £750 1 Set -go Id 
diamond solitaire ring from a Birmingham jewellers on 7 June. He 
is also accused of possessing a ten-and-a-half inch machete, 
allegedly found in the boot of a car oo the same day. Mr Hickey 
said: “It's a publicity stunt, making us look wrong and them look 
right, (hat we killed' (hat paper hoy, that's what (hey are still trying 
to say." The formal appeal hearing of the surviving three men of 
the original Bridgewater Four was adjourned on 23 May for a 
reserved judgment which is expected to be given next month. 


BA bans staff pagers and mobiles 


British Airways has banned staff from carrying mobile phones and 
pagers at airports because of a link between the devices and crime. 

The ban applies to staff who work in the cordoned-off airside area 
at airports and follows a spate of thefts. There is irrefutable 
evidence that mobiles and pagers have been used to aid the theft of 


goods in airport areas," a BA spokesman said yesterday. He added 
that the airline had suffered theft of luggage, cargo and duty free 
items involving hundreds of thousands of pounds. Last year a 
number of workers were arrested after security staff reported thefts. 


Stamp of approval for plane design 


Five of Britain's most famous aircraft designers were yesterday 
commemorated when Royal Mail officials unveiled a new set of 


squadron was formed in 1 Vj». me "Arcmtects ot tne Air stamps, 
which go on sale today, chart major aircraft developments since the 
Thirties. They feature Roy Chadwick, designer of the Lancaster (26p 
stamp); Reginald Mitchell, Spitfire (20p): Roland Bishop, Mosquito 
(37p); George Carter, Gloster Meteor (43p) and Sir Sydney Camra, 
designer of the Hawker Hunter (63p). 


Pregnant protester comes up for air 


A pregnant woman who was among the last protesters remaining in 
a tunnel at the planned Manchester Airport runway site came out 
voluntarily yesterday after feeling unwell. 

The woman, a trained nurse called Denise, had spent 10 days 
dawn the “Cake Hole" with three male companions but yesterday 
was worried that dehydration could harm her and her unborn child. 

A Cheshire Police spokesman said that Denise had been taken to 
Wvihenshawe Hospital in Manchester “as a precaution”, and it was 
expected that she would later be arrested and taken to Wilmslow 
police station. It is thought that bailiffs could take several days to 
remove protesters Matt, Muppett Dave and Neville, who are holding 
out behind up to 1 1 locked steel doors in the 5l)ft deep, 100ft long 
runnel. Michael Streeter 
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Jailed 12-year-old set for release 

The 12-year-old girl being kept in a Victorian jail on the Isle of 
Man may be released into a children’s home within the next few 
days, it was revealed last night. 

Civil liberties campaigners were outraged after 77i* Independent 
disclosed that "the girl had been jailed on remand, on charges of 
assaulting social workers and criminal damage, and a judge wifi today 
be asked to order her release into a borne. Manx social services are 
working with the girl’s solicitor to put together a package of 
measures that would allow her release. The island’s director of social 
services, David Cooke, said: “We would actually prefer no child was 
locked up unless it was absolutely essential.” Under the island’s laws 
children as young as 10 can be jailed Jason Bennetto 


decision, parents tell inquiry 


T he mother of a baby girl who was left to die af- 
ter being born prematurely called yesterday for 
parents to be given the right to decide whether 
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parents to be given the right to decide whether 
doctors should try to save their children. . 

■ -Giving evidence at a fatal accident inquiry into the 
death of her daughter, Rebecca, Kirsten- Anne Cassidy, 
23, said that even If the child had little chance of sur- 
viving, resuscitation should still be carried out 
Mrs Cassidy gave birth at Ayrshire Central Hospi- 
tal last September, following a 25-week pregnancy, but 
her 11b 4oz baby died up to an hour later after pae- 
diatrician Faisal ai-ZidgaJi deemed her to be “non- 
viaWe", with no prospect of survival. 

However, according to Mrs Cassidy her daughter, 
although small, was breathing normally and was ‘per- 
fectly formed'’. ... 

Mrs Cassidy, of Benbain Place, Irvine, Ayrshire, re- 
peatedly told the inquiry at Kilmarnock Sheriff Court 
that she and her husband John, 35, should have been 
given the ultimate decision whether Rebecca had the ’• 
potential to live. “If they showtheslightest sign of life 
surely that Is enough for there to he given a chance?" 
she said. “The parents 1 opimbn shoulcf be definitely 
making a difference as to what the decision Is.” 


Mrs Cassidy, who spent almost four hours in the wit- 
ness box, told the iritpiiby that ft took , doctors up to 
five minutes to visit her after she had given birth to 
Rebecca. -V”-' •• i’.-V /, 

. Sheeted med that when Or ai-Zdgali did arrive after 
her husband had already telephoned, relatives to tell 
them the baby Was afive. She said he. walked up to 
the ventilator table on which the baby had been placed 
and said, 'the child was too smafi to survive. 

Mis Cassidy said that before she went into labour 
the doctors and mkfwives had not Indicated what they 
intended to do after the birH advocating instead a“wat 
andsee- attitude. % 

•' She told herJawye^JohnWacdonald, she hadas- 
: sumeti tfiatifthe baby was bom alive they would do 
everything they could to sustain life. 

Asked by Mr Macdonald if she knew of any guide- 
Imeacovermgsucbacase, Mrs Cassidy said that she 
knew of twosep^rafo.gufoeflnes. 

The first, used throughout Britain' was that babies 
bom Weighing more thdn 500 grammes should be put 
into intensive care - Rebeccahad been 570 grammes. 

The second was that doctors should do what the. 
parents requested. . " “ 


Pillar of Left 
defects from 
CND to Saatchi 


A doyenne of the Left who was 
chairwoman of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, as weH as a 
leading light at the Commission for 
Racial Equality, has moved to a se- 
nior job with the advertising agency 
that helped the Conservative Party 
win four general elections. 

Marjorie Thompson, whose im- 
peccably liberal-left curriculum vi- 
tae includes stints advising Aids 
and cancer charities, as well as 10 
years with CND, is joining Saatchi 
& Saatchi to head up what it calls 
the UK’s first “cause-related mar- 
keting’ division. 

As head of the ORE’S marketing 
and PR effort for the last four 
years, Ms Thompson was herself a 
Saatchi & Saatchi client before 
taking the new job. 

She worked for CND from its 
height in 1 983, when it was target- 
ed as an .-enemy within" by the 
Thatcher government 

As well as working in marketing 
and PR for the CRE and CND, 
American-born Ms Thompson has 
worked as a parliamentary lobby- 
ist for the Royal College of Nurs- 
ing. Saatchi & Saatchi is her first 
private-sector employer. 

The people who did the Con- 
servatives’ advertising have left," 
said Ms Thompson yesterday. 
“Still, if Saatchi & Saatchi had ever 



Daniels threatens 
disappearing act 


offered to work for CND to con- 
vince people of the need for nu- 
clear disarmament we would have 
signed up with them. 

“Instead the Labour Party never 
explained its policies convincingly 
and nuclear disarmament was 
used as a convenient scapegoat 
for electoral defeat." 

Ms Thompson's brief is to bring 
together private companies, who 
want to use good causes as an as- 
pect of their marketing and adver- 
tising effort, and charities looking 
for promotional funding. Saatchi & 
Saatchi wants to be the agency 
that creates their joint campaigns. 

Ms Thompson's appointment 
was announced at a Media Trust 
conference addressed by Peter 
Mandeison, the Minister Without 
Portfolio. Paul McCann 


The magician Paul Daniels came a 
step closer to performing his 
threatened disappearing act yes- 
terday, now that the country has a 
Labour government. 

Mr Daniels, 58, said before the 
election that he was considering 
leaving Britain, citing possible ris- 
es in income tax levels under 
Labour. He was in artistic company 
with Lord Lloyd Webber, who also 
stated he was ready to flee the UK. 

Yesterday Mr Daniels fuelled 
speculation that he might leave by 
saying he was selling his house. 

“I have to say I am a bit worried 
and a bit sad, and I am not looking 
forward to the next Budget," he 
said. “I'm selling my house now 
and I might well leave, you never 
know. J would hope to get work 
wherever 1 was." 

He added: "Last time Labour 
were In power they did some terri- 
ble things." 

The magician is taking a break 
from television work and is starring 
in his first West End straight role in 
Moliere's The School for Wives, 
which opened last night at The 
Comedy Theatre. 

But Daniels insisted that his 
days as a magician are not over. 

“As a magician I am also an ac- 
tor, so performing on stage in any 
form is all part of the same job to 
me," he said. 

Matthew Brace 


SOCIETY 

Women are better with 
cash, but have less of it 

Women are better thao ben at managing money, btitfaoetoo 
many obstacles in usragmoney to improve their own and, their 

famflies’ prospects. / . . ; ' 

The charity Aitiohaid found that more them tnree-quartecs.oi • . 
women questioned said they were very good at manning money;; . 
compared with 64 per cent of men. Both sexes agreed thatwcunen .. 
were bettor than men at managing money- ' . 

But of -13m people living in extreme poverty, 70 per _een£ ere j- 
women. The Low Pay Unit said women bad taken the brni^oi.a- .. 
rising income inequality and that the 10 worst-paid jobs m-ipe....... . 

coimtiy were done by women- 



HEALTH 

400 per cent rise in food poisoning 

Cases of food poisoning have rocketed by more than 4M percent 
in the past decade, the Government saidyesterday. Udjw 
84,348 people In England and Wales, and a farther 4,940 m 
Scotland, were hit by food poisoning. Twenty people died in the 
Scottish Exoii outbreak. 

And drinkers dipping into bowls of nibbles on pnb counters 
could be picking up more than peanuts, the food safety minister, 

J< AtS^ I IaSofNafionaI Food Safely Week, organised by the 
Food and Drink Federation, Mr Rooker said bowls of ensps, 
peanuts and mints in bars and restaurants were all potential 
health hazards from which 1— y-nrrzm 


consumers could pick up 
bugs. 

He added: “You don t 
know where the sticky 
fingers that have been m 
the bowl before you have 
been.” 

Id a poll conducted for 
the FDF last year, 6 per cent 
of adults claimed to have 
Celt unwell after eating. The 
survey also found that 35 
per cent of adults and 53 
per cent of children 
admitted not washing their 
hands before touching food. 




TRAVEL 

Air passengers double in a decade 

Airports operator BAA handled 98 million passengers in the 12 
months ending at the end of March 1997 - almost double the 
number which passed through its airports 10 years ago. 

In a breakdown of airport usage to coincide with the firm’s 
annual results, the company said that of its airports, Heathrow had 
the most experienced fliers, with more than 17.8 per cent of those 
departing last year having flown seven or more times before. More 
than 47 per cent of those flying, to or from Gatwfck were on their 
first flight. ’ 

Southampton airport was said to be the most male-orientated, 
with only 36.6 per cent, of passengers fast year being women... 
Stansted airport bid the youngest fliers, with more than 22 per cent 
under the age of 25. 

As many as 45 per cent of Heathrow passengers were non-UK 
residents. Business, page 20 


ROADS 

Drivers should face urban tolls 



More than two in five people believe motorists should have to pay 
to drive in busy urban areas, a survey claimed yesterday. 

More than half of those questioned by the NOP research group 
felt that pollution from traffic affected their health. But more than 
a quarter said they were not really bothered by traffic pollution. 

The survey also showed that Nine in 10 thought pollution from 
traffic fumes had worsened in recent years, and that 23 per cent 
believed that car tax and petrol prices should go up to discourage 
car usage. 

Meanwhile, one third said the Government should keep on 
building as many new roads as is necessary to meet deman (Land 
35 per cent of men and 31 per cent of women did not see why 
drivers should cut back on car usage. 

“There may be no simple solution to the problem of traffic 
pollution, but most people now appear to accept that an overall 
reduction in car usage in Britain - particularly in urban areas - 
will improve their quality of life in the long term,” said NOP 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 413% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Court told of Kray, the lovely, lovely man 





James IHeilor 

A strange choice of character 
witness he may be, but the 73- 
year-old former gangster 
“Mad" Frankie Fraser, notori- 
ous for his brutality in London's 
East End during the 1960s. 
yesterday appeared before 
Woolwich Crown Court to 
vouch for the character of old- 
time gangland opponent, Char- 
lie Kray. 

Mr Fraser, who has spent a 
total of 42 years behind bars, 
quipped: "It's the first time 1 
have ever walked out of a court 
five," as he was discharged. 

This aside typified much of 
the proceedings where the 
worlds of show business, glam- 
our modelling and crime 
rubbed shoulders. 


Mr Fraser, dressed smartly in 
a black and white chequered 
jacket and tic, told the court of 
Kray: “He is a coward, but a 
lovely, lovely man. You couldn't 
trust him to steal a penny. He 
would run a mile." 

The diminutive Mr Fraser, 
who recently launched a guid- 
ed tour service of the Kray’s for- 
mer East End empire, added: 
“He could not say boo to a 
goose. Everybody knew that 
he was different from his 
brothers." 

Looking firstly at the de- 
fence counsel, Jonathan Gold- 
berg QC, and then at Judge 
Michael Carroll, he continued: 
“My heart really bleeds to see 
him in the dock. He is as inno- 
cent as you arc and you arc my 
Lord." 


Later under cross-examina- 
tion, he told counsel for the 
prosecution Kelscy-Fry QC: 
“You are probably more into 
drugs than he is,", a comment 
which earned a gentle rebuke 
from Judge CarrolL 

During Mr Fraser's evidence. 
Mr Kray, a former navy boxer, 
sal hands clasped and head 
bowed at the back of the coutl 
Wearing a navy blue suit, blue 
shirt and dark tie, Mr Kray 
smiled as his old adversary took 
his seat. 

Another witness, William 
Murray, who plays tough-talk- 
ing Detective Sergeant Don 
Beech in the television series 
The Bill, described how Mr 
Kray helped him to launch his 
acting career after the two met 
in an East End boxing club. 


**1 was promised a grant to go 

to acting school but not until the 
end of the first year,” said Mr 
Murray. 54. “I mentioned this 
to Charlie and he told me that 
they would pay for my first year 
"fhere was many a time when 
he would stick a fiver in my top 
pocket-" 

A former beauty queen and 

winner of the inaugural Miss 

UK contest in 1958, Efleen 
Sheridan-Price, described the 
Kray family and their attitude 
towards drugs. 

“It was a much nicer, ^saier 

place when they [the Kraysl 
were around — We could do 
with a few more of the Krays 

around today.” 

Mrs Shendan-Pricc, wear- 
ing a brown suit, pearl necklace 
and dark sunglasses, described 


how Mr Kray had once de- 
scribed drug dealers as “the 
scum of the earth". 

Later she blew kisses to Mr 

Kray as he sat at the back of the 
court, to which he responded 
with a broad smile. 

Earlier the court had heard 
testimony from a barmaid Crum 
Birmingham, Michelle Ham- 
douchi who described a brief af- 
fair she had with one of the 
undercover officers investigat- 
ing the cocaine ring of which Mr 
Kray is said to have been a pan. 

Ms Hamdouchi had mei the 
officer, known only as “Brian", 
at Mr Kray’s birthday in July last 
year. She explained that the two 
had returned to her home and 
had sex. 

The following morning, she 
said, he had given her children 


£40 before she drove him to a 
meeting with Mr Kray. 

Later she described an 
evening in a hotel at Waltham 
Abbey. Essex, where she, Bri- 
an. another officer known as 
Jack and Victoria Adams, one 
of the Spice Girls, had drunk 
throughout most of the night. 

She explained how the offi- 
cer told her that the deal with 
Mr Kray had fallen through but 
an alternative purchase of 
cocaine had been arranged. 
Earlier in the case Brian, 
speaking from behind u screen 
to ensure his anonymity, had 
denied the affair with. 

Mr Kray. 70. of Sanderstcad, 
south London, denies two 
charges of offering to supply co- 
caine and of supplying 2kg. 
The trial continues. 
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Never mind saving 
the elephant . . . what 
about the white 
rhino, the brown 
bear and African 
mahogany tree? 
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Nicholas Schoon 

South Africa has done a better job than any 
other country at enabling its rhinos to sur- 
vive. Now it wants to start a trade in dead 

UN convention which regulates the trad 
in endangered species, which opened 

Harare, Zimbabwe, yesterday. 

Other species under djscusstona 1 ^ 
meeting include the bigleaf mahogW from 
ST Amazon rainforest grey and ramkc 
whales and brown bears from Europe and 

Rl hfthe 1920s there were only about 30 
white rhinoceroses, one of two Afncan 
species left in South Africa. as a result of 
££&» by big g-me bur.tera and 

rviachers Today there are somt 7.UW- 
%ut the Natal national now ^T 

a stockpile which, hke elephant tus^ 
LJEulU legally traded bewuw dw» 
burned by theCTTES treaty. There is. how- 
ever. stifia market 

which prices it at roughly S 1 . 00 L| a »mogr<u 
The South Africans say spending 
fJJ, of money on wildlife conservation 

£dd bring SOV 

foment budgets are under strain. 


The debale over the horn is similar to 
that over the move by Namibia, Zimbab- 
we and Botswana to be allowed to trade 
their elephant ivoxy stockpiles with Japan. 

Both proposals seem unlikely to get the 
two- thirds majority vote needed among the 
140 CITES nations to get the go-ahead But 
they, or similar requests, are bound to fea- 
ture at future treaty meetings. 

There is now widespread agreement be- 
tween conservation groups and govern- 
ments that wildlife has to be managed to 
be conserved And that management must 
involve exploiting it in a way that benefits 
local communities, giving them an incen- 
tive to look after 1l But there is passion- 
ate argument about whether that 
exploitation should consist only of en- 
couraging overseas visitors to look at the 
wildlife, or include big game hunting and 

“Ss," WJKS-* *= 



But an illegal traae amiiwu 

numbers continued to Ml untfl a few years 
aco with the exception of the white. 

S At the last CITES meeting two years ago 
South Africa won an exemption to export 


Linder threat: The 
mahogany tree (far left), 
brown bears (left) and the 
white rhino 

Photograph: Planet Earth 


Jive white rhinos for conservation purpos- 
es and to export hunting trophies from those 

big game hunters who legally shot it (hav- 
ing paid large sums for the privilege). 

Now it wants to go farther, and trade in 
rhino parts, though it would accept a 
“zero quota" initially, meaning no trade at 
alL But the proposal would establish South 
Africa's right in principle to export rhino 
products. The country says it has a right to 
do so, having shown it can conserve the 
species. Apart from the boms, it is inter- 
ested in sales of rhino skin, valued in Ori- 
ental medicines used against skin ailments. 

But conservationists say a resumption of 
legal trade would risk raising demand for 
rhino horn and the price, encouraging 
poachers in parts of Africa and Asia where 
other rhino species are still endangered. 
There are only about 70 Javan rhinos left. 

“We’d have countries going back into 
business importing rhino products,” said Dr 
Esmond Bradley-Martin, WWFs leading 
rhino consultant. Until a few years ago, Tai- 
wan was the world’s leading rhino hom im- 
porter. Butan investigation by the wildlife 
trade investigating body TRAFFIC earli- 
er thfc year showed that Yemen, nest to Sau- 
di Arabia, was now the leading importer 
taking about 50kg a year. 
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make great savings. With Mercury SmartCall you can 
enjoy savings of at least 20% on all international calls 
every day of the year. So call Mercury now. Then look 
forward to a long hot gossip. 

Mercury SmartCall 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 
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All over the country the drums 
are beating. And the message: Call 
South Africa on selected Sundays 
this summer, and when you talk for 
five minutes or more, all it will cost is a ridiculously 
low 33p per minute. The 8th June, the 27th August 
and the 7th September arc the dates to remember. 
But of course, it's not only on selected days that you 
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IS YOUR 
MORTGAGE 
WITH 
ALLIANCE 
& LEICESTER 
OR HALIFAX? 

Contact us for 
details of our 
special offers for 
mortgage movers. 
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www.abbeynational.co.uk 


A chat at your local 
branch with one 
of our experienced 
mortgage advisers. 
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Aitken: My fears of ‘set-up’ 


over 


Kim Sengupta 

The former Cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken was accused in 
the High Court yesterday of 
conspiring to deceive the Gov- 
ernment over who paid the bill 
during his controversial stay at 
the Paris Ritz hotel. 

He carried out a scam with 
an Arab businessman. Said 
Ayas, to concoct an alibi with 
the intention of misleading the 
Cabinet Secretary Sir Robin 
Butler, the court was told. 

Mr Aitken is suing The 
Guardian newspaper and 
Granada TV, makers of the 


documentary World in Action, 
over claims that he was in the 
pocket of powerful Saudi in- 
terests, pimped for Arabs and 
engaged in illegal arms trading. 

On the question of who had 
paid for his two nights at the 
Paris Ritz while be was defence 
procurement minister. Mr 
Aitken maintains his wife Loli- 
cia had paid what she believed 
to be the full amount in cash. 

It was later discovered there 
was a shortfall of £426 which 
had been paid by mistake by a 
nephew of Mr Ayas. Abdul 
Rahm an. Mr Aitken repaid this 
by cheque. 


George Carman QC, for the 
defence, told the court that 
the whole bill had in fact been 
paid by Prince Mobamed, a son 
of the Saudi king^ through his 
treasurer, Abdul Jawad, and not 
Mr Ayas's nephew. Acceptance 
of the hospitality by Mr Aitken 
would have been in direct con- 
travention of the guidelines re- 
garding ministerial conduct. 

Mr Carman further alleged 
that Lolicia could not even 
have paid part of the bill, as Mr 
Aitken had reported the Cabi- 
net Secretary and the Prime 
Minis ter. And when there was 
a danger of being found out he 


orchestrated the alibi with Mr 
Ayas. 

Mr Carman said to Mr 
Aitken during cross-examina- 
tion: “Conspiracy number one 
- you and Mr Ayas, a long- 
standing dose friend, needed to 
explain the fact that half the bQl 
had not been paid in cash. And 
indeed you had committed 
yourself too early in saying that 
your wife had paid the bill. 

“You and Ayas developed a 
fals e, story that Rahman had 
overpaid the bill. And Lhe scam 
is that you wrote out a cheque 
to Rahman for £426. be cashes 
it in, your bank in London is 


debited, and so you produces 
receipt for Sir Robin Butler. 

Mr Aitken responded: I ob- 
ject to alibi. I was trying to set 
out what had happened as best 
1 could. It was an unfortunate 
and regrettable muddle. I was 
making reimbursement, re- 
grettably I made it to the wrong 
person. I did all this not in seam 
or conspiracy biit in good faith. 

Mr Aitken accepted the fact 
that the whole bul had been 
picked up by Prince Mohamed. 

but he did not notice at the time. 

Mr Carman asked if it was not 
‘'astonishing” that Mr Rah- 
man. who- had not spent a pen- 


ny, should cash Mr Aitken's 
cheque without telling him. 

The former Minister denied 
it indicated a conspiracy^ • . 

Mr Aitken had said his wife 
preferred to pay bills in cash 
rather than use credit cardsbe- 
cause she was dyslexic. How- 
ever, Mr Carman told the court 
that the night before die had 
settled another hbtrt bfll in 
Switzerland by using mr Amer- 
ican Express credit card. 

Earlier Mr Aitken .bad told 
the court that he believed that 
he may have been the victim of 
a set-up over his Paris stay." 

The case continues. 
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Kathy Marks 

A prisoner who died in a cour- 
thouse cell was left hanging 
from a light fitting for nearly 10 
minutes by Securicor staff who 
believed that he was faking a 
suicide attempt, an inquest was 
told yesterday. 

When guards finally checked 
Peter Austin's condition, he 
was pronounced in good health 
and magistrates decided that a 
planned bail hearing should 
lake place outside his cell. 
Hamraeremith Coroner's Court 
in west London was told. 

Lawyers began arguing the 
case as’he lay motionless on the 
floor inside, with the guards still 
convinced that he was feigning 
unconsciousness. 

Mr Austin. 30. is the first per- 
son to have died in custody 
while in the care of Securicor. 
the private security firm, which 
has a Home Office contract to 
escort prisoners between courts 
and the jails in the capital. He 


had been arrested on 28 Janu- 
ary this tear on suspicion of bur- 
glary and taken to Chiswick 
police station, where he was 
held overnight. While in cus- 
tody. he tried to cut his wrists 
and* was examined by a police 
surgeon who prescribed a drug 
used to treat schizophrenia. 

The following day. Mr Austin 
was taken to Brentford Magis- 
trates Court to apply for bail and 
pul in a ceil below the courts. 

Mr Austin's barrister. Stuart 
Armstrong, said he went to vis- 
it him after learning that he had 
smeared excrement around his 
cell. “He said to me that he 
wanted to go home, that he 
wanted his medication and that 
he wanted to see a doctor.*’ he 
said. "He was clearly distressed 
and bewildered. He looked and 
sounded like an unhappy child.” 

About half an hour later, Mr 
Armstrong looked into the cell 
and saw Mr Austin hanging 
from the ceiling by his T-shirt. 
He called the guards, one of 


whom said: “It’s OK, his feet are 
on lhe ground: he’s faking it.” 

Mr Armstrong went on: “The 
guards told me that his face 
would be a different colour if he 
was trying to hang himself, and 
that she thought she had seen 
him move. I told her that al- 
though 1 was probably less ex- 
perienced than her, I thought he 
looked bloody convincing.” 

Mr Armstrong called the 
other jailers, who said they 
could do nothing because their 
supervisor. Roger Clarke, was 
upstairs. When Mr Clarke ar- 
rived. he looked into the cell and 
allegedly said: “Cheeky hugger, 
he just winked at me." After ex- 
amining Mr Austin, he said: 
“He's a good actor, he was 
pretending to be unconscious.” 

A hail hearing was convened 
outside the cell, during which 
Mr Austin, who was lying on the 
floor, did not respond to ques- 
tions. About half an hour later, 
he was found to be dead. 

The hearing continues today. 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A police chief yesterday con- 
demned vigilantes who used 
"lynch mob” justice against sus- 
pected sex offenders, as calls 
came fora change in the law to 
deal with paedophiles. 

Dr Ian Oliver. Chief Con- 
j stable of Grampian, called a 
mob of more than 100. mainly 
women and teenagers “totally 
i irresponsible” after they forced 
i two men to flee a hi 'Using es- 
tate in Aberdeen. He said they 
had acted on “speculation” 
which was not only rumour hut 
was “deliberately false'’. 

The debate over whether 
convicted sox offenders should 
be able to live in the commu- 
nity and. if so. whether people 
should be informed, has been 
renewed this week with twi i fur- 
ther cases. 

in Liverpool, where a con- 
victed paedophile is due to he 
released this week, a senior po- 


liceman called for the law to be 
changed to enable the commu- 
nity to be told. Detective Chief 
Inspector Paul Evans said po- 
lice could do no more than keep 
under full-time surveillance an 
“incredibly dangerous man”, 
set to be released in eight days', 
after being demined under Lhe 
Mental Health Act. 

Meanwhile, in North Wales, 
a couple of convicted pae- 
dophiles are taking the local po- 
lice to court after their names 
were released m the owner of 
a campsite when they moved 
there. The couple had been 
hounded • mi of three previous 
homes once their convictions 
became public. 

Bui civil rights campaigners 
and probation officers said in- 
sisting that all paedophiles gel 
treatment would be far more ef- 
fective than broadcasting their 
names; iround local communities. 

The new Sex Offenders Act 
will required anyone convicted 
or cautioned for child sex of- 


fences to keep police informed 
of their addresses, and the Gov- 
ernment has said a register of 
convicted paedophiles mil soon 
come into force. 

It is now considering bow best 
to implement the Act Propos- 
als under consideration include 
indeterminate sentences for sex 
offenders and decisions over 
who will be informed. 

“One has to be realistic and 
know that some responsible 
parents ... have a very genuine 
concern as to the vulnerability 
of young children,” said Dr 
Oliver. “We don’t want to go 
back lo the days of putting 
brands on people’s foreheads.” 

John Wadham. director of 
Liberty, said that in general 
"both the police and the. Gov- 
ernment recognise that it is a 
mistake to publish people's 
names as it drives paedophiles 
underground, therefore they 
do not register and are more 
likely to be dangerous and com- 
mit more crimes." 
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Myth maker: The artist Gerald Scarfe with his drawing of Hades, the Greek king of the dead, for the forthcoming Disney film, Hercules. Hades, the villain of the film, is on 
display at the Museum of file Moving Image on London's South Bank along with illustrations of other characters from the film Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Prisoner ‘was left Police chief condemns 
hanging in cell’ paedophile vigilantes 
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The woman who 
wants a court to 
give her the right 
to die in peace 


Seeking support: Annie Lindsell has suffered from motor neurone disease for five years 


Mappa Mundi home 
is building of year 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

A charity for sufferers from an in- 
curable disease is refusing to back one 
of its woman members who is seek- 
ing a change in the law to allow doc- 
tors to help her die in a peaceful and 
dignified manner. 

The Motor Neurone Disease Asso- 
ciation says it will not support the move 
by Annie Lindsell, who has suffered 
from the degenerative disease for five 
vcais. Ms Lindsell. 47, is to apply to the 
High Cburt on Thursday for a decla- 
ration that her GP may lawfully give 
her a drug to ease her distress, even 
though it may shorten her life. 

The association’s decision high- 
lights the confusion among medical 
charities who wish to case the suffer- 
ing of patients but at the same lime 
want to avoid condoning suicide. 

Ms Lindsell is confined to a wheel- 
chair and cannot use her arms or do 
anvthing for herself. Motor neurone 
disease is a fatal condition which 
destroys the nerves, causing progres- 
sive wasting of the muscles and paral- 
ysis. Ms Lindsell is understood to fear 
ihat she may suffer a lingering and dis- 
tressing death ending in suffocation 
Photograph: Tom Pilston and choking. 


The association said it was firmly op- 
posed to the legalisation of euthanu- 
siabut respected the right of any 
individual to determine hew they 
wished to die. The disease affects 5JVU 
people in the United Kingdom: U 
killed the actor David Niven and also 
Jill Tweedie, a journalist. Most suf- 
ferers die within three to five years of 
diagnosis but with the right care most 
do so peacefully. and choking and suf- 
focation are very rare. 

Txicia Holmes, director of care de- 
velopment for the association, said: "It 
was very strongly fell by our trustees 
that every one of the areas of work we 
are involved in is about supporting 
people living wiLh the disease. It is for 
other organisations to advise on eu- 
thanasia." 

However, the Multiple Sclerosis So- 
ciety said it would consider demands 
from its members for euthanasia. It 
recognised that for a few- people in the 
terminal stages of the disease even pal- 
liative care “will not alleviate ... menial 
or physical anguish” and that some “will 
wish to contemplate assisted suicide". 
Multiple sclerosis has similar disabling 
effects to motor neurone disease hm 
h is less often fataL The society is con- 
silting sufferers, their carers and doc- 
tors on their attitudes to euthanasia. 


Ms Lindsell has been campaigning 
lor a change in the law on euthana- 
sia since last year. Her ease, which is 
lo have a preliminary private hearing 
before Sir Stephen Broun in the 
Family Division of the High Court, is 
expected to Hinge on the doctrine of 
double ell eel. under which doctors 
may give drag* to control pain even 
though their effect may be to short- 
en life. Although not enshrined in law, 
it has become accepted practice as a 
result of the work of the hospice move- 
ment over the past 2u years. Ms 
Lindsell’s lawyers are believed to 
want to extend the doctrine to include 
the relief of distress us well as pain. 

Di iciurs warned that this could al- 
low patients who were depressed to 
request suicide. However. Dr Vivienne 
Nulhunson. head of ethics at the British 
Medical Association, said: “I can't see 
anything here that the courts need to 

decide about We would say you're 

having the treatment, not to hasten 
death, but to control symptoms and 
alleviate suitering." 

“| Ms Lindsell] may be saying she 
wants this contract with her doctor to 
be binding if she gets to a stage in her 
illness where she can no longer indi- 
cate her views. That would have a 
degree of sense." 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


The library built to house the 
13th century Mappa Mundi 
yesterday beat off competition 
"from a public iavatoiy to be 
named as the Royal Hue Art 
Commission’s Building of the 
Year. .. 

The Chained Library at Here- 
ford Cathedral, which took the 
award ahead of the lavatory at 
Stratford-upon-Avon, was de- 
signed by the architects Whit- 
field Partners. The fl3m 
building was completed in April 
last year and houses the calhe- 
dralarehive as well as the cel- 
ebrated animal-skin map saved 
for the nation with the help of 
John Paul Getty's millions. 

Announcing the award for 
the “outstanding architectural 
contribution of the year". Lord 
St John of Fawsley. chairman of 
the Commission, lamented the 
poor reputation of contempo- 
rary architects. . 

“There is a stain on me 
British imagination when it 
considers contemporary 
architecture, which has been 
imprinted by the dreary 
iconoclasm and in some cases 
monstrous creations of tne 
Sixties. As a resulL for many 
' people contemporary in archi- 
tectural terms has come to 
mean ugly or bad of 

Other winners in the Budd- 
ing of the Year Award I 1997. 
sponsored by British Sky Broad- 
casting, were Lirtle Britain, in 
east London, in the restoration 
and conservation category, and 
the Oxo Tower Wharf, on Lon- 
don's South Bank, in the urban 

regeneration section. 

Buildings short-listed for the 
main award were the Avon bank 
Gardens public lavatories in 
Stratford-upon-Avon: tne 

Meadowbank Club at Cable & 
Wireless in Twickenham, sou th- 

^London;No 3 The Square, 
in Uxbridge, Middlesex, and 
Matthew Gloag & Son s new 
^quarters bulling near 

Pk?rth in Scotland. . . 

The award for the p^arae 
Library will be a pleasing post 





Ttr, f*y[> ; 


Herefrod Cathedral 
ftop^fvoted 1 best* building, and the Oxo Tower in London 


script to a saga which began at 
the cathedral almost 10 years 

^Ffcced with a repairs bill of 
£7m to the crumbling Norman 
building, the authorities 
decided to sell the Mappa 

Mundi one of the largest maps 


of its kind. But the proposal 
provoked a public outcry and 
the map was withdrawn from 
auction after a £3m rescue 
package was funded by the 
National Heritage Memorial 
Fund and the philanthropic Mr 
Getty. 



NatWest 

Mortgage Kate 


, 1 n limp 1 997 for borrowers whose applications 

I! 1 997 for existing borders, the NatWest Mortgage 

Offer will be increased from 7.60% to 7.95%. 

This change will be reflected in existing borrowers repagmen 
Th ' S from 5 or 22 July 1997. 
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Christian Wohnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Government is considering 
whether to reverse the burden 
of proof in cases where MPs and 
and public officials are accused 
of comiption, forcing them to 
prove that they are innocent of 
wrongdoing, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

Under new legislation being 
proposed by the Home Secre- 
tary, Jack Straw, they would 
have to show the source of any 


questionable payments'’ and 
“Bp their private affairs “in 
such a way as to avoid any im- 
pression of corrupt activity’’, 
rhe legislation may also cover 
some offences which take place 
abroad. 

^The proposal is in a Horae 
Office cousuhation paper issued 
yesterday which suggests that a 
new offence of corruption cov- 
ermg both the public and pri- 
vate sectors should be created 
with those found guilty facing 
up to seven years m prison. It 


Ahern 
in quest 
for vital 
party 
backing 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Horse- trading between Ire- 
land's incoming minority gov- 
ernment and independent TDs 
(MPs) will begin today in the 
aftermath of the general elec- 
tion which left Bertie Ahern's 
Fianna Fail and their Progres- 
sive Democrat allies three seats 
short of a majority in the Dail. 

Sinn Fein's single TD, the 
former bank official Caoimhgh- 
in O’Caolain, elected in Cavan- 
Monaghan. will almost certainly 
support Mr Ahem on the advice 
of its ard chomhairle (execu- 
tive). Mr Ahem, however, has 
repeatedly said he will not seek . 
that vote. 

Mr Ahern’s main priority is 
to draw in three independents 
with links to his party. Harry 
Blaney, elected in Donegal, is 
the brother of the late Neil 
Blaney, a former Fianna Fail 
minister who left the party 
during the 1970 Arms Trial cri- 
sis and took a hardline nation- 
alist position on Northern 
Ireland. He continued to 
support Fianna Fail leaders in 
the Dail. 

But Harry Blaney yesterday 
ruled out supporting Mr Ahem 
unless Fianna Fail made a com- 
mitment to seek Britain's with- 
drawal from Northern Ireland 
within a fixed time frame and 
promised a new referendum to 
outlaw abortion in Ireland. 

Mildred Fox, who again held 
the Wicklow seat which was left 
by her late father who split from 
Fianna Fail after a selection row. 
is also considered tympathetic. 
Some believe she may join the 
Fianna Fail parliamentary par- 
ty after consulting her sup- 
porters. 

Another ex-FF member is the 
extrovert publican and Inde- 
pendent Jackie Healy-Rae, 
elected in South Kerry . 

He is promising to "bang ta- 
bles up in Dublin" in order to 
secure more public investment 
for his area, but will probably 
be behind Mr Ahem when the 
Dail meets on 26 June to elect 
a Taoiseach. 

Mr Ahem has stated that he 
will not “do deals" with inde- 
pendents in order to secure their 


votes, but will consult those 
close to his party this week. 

That approach was deter- 
mined by the 1982 controversy 
when Charles Haughey won 
power by wooing the vote of the 
inner-city Dublin independent 
TD Tony Gregory through a- 
deal costing an estimated £70m 
for local redevelopment. Mr 
Gregory's remains another pos- 
sible vote for Mr Ahem. 

Sinn Fein increased its na- 
tional vote by 0.9 percent to 2.9 
per cent, but as it ran only 15 
candidates across 41 con- 
stituencies. this disguised larg- 
er support in targeted areas, 
notably where it was prominent 
in campaigns against alleged 
drug dealers. 

In Kerry North the former 
IRA gun-runner Martin Ferris 
came close to taking a second 
seat, while Sinn Fein candidates 
also polled strongly in Dublin 
South-West and Louth. 

The existing “Rainbow" 
coalition led by John Bruton will 
remain in office until a new 
cabinet receive their seals of of- 
fice from President Mary 
Robinson after the Taoiseach's 
post is filled. 

Mr Bruton may receive sup- 
port in that vote from the two 
Greens and from Michael 
Lowry who resigned from his 
Fine Gael party last November. 
■ The Democratic Unionist 
Party leader, the Rev Ian Pais- 
ley, said he did not think Union- 
ists could do business with Mr 
Ahern’s government because of 
Fianna Fail's continued support 
for Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish 
Constitution, which claim 
Northern Ireland as part of 
the Republic. 

He said the people of North- I 
em Ireland people be "en- i 
raged" by Mr Ahern's weekend 
comment that he would have 
one final meeting with the Sinn 
Fein President before becoming 
Taoiseach to emphasise the 
need for an IRA ceasefire. 

Mr Ahem has said that once 
he is elected prime minister he 
will adopt the outgoing coali- 
tion's policy of refusing such di- 
rect contacts until the IRA 
formally abandons violence. 

Leading article, page 17 

Commentators, page 18 


would clarify the law now em- 
bodied in the three Acts con- 
cerned with corruption of 1889, 
1906 and 1916, which do not in- 
clude an offence specifically 
covering the behaviour of MPs. 

The consultation paper sug- 
gests that politicians, public of- 
ficials, and even those in receipt 
of public money through a con- 
tract, would have to snow they 
were innocent of any comiption 
should any doubts as to where 
they received money arise. The 
paper says that it is right for the 


Government “to consider care- 
fully” reversing the burden of 
proof for this legislation even 
though it accepts that it is “a se- 
rious step to take”. 

Although Mr Straw present- 
ed yesterday's move as a rapid 
action by the new government, 
in fact much of the groundwork 
had been laid by the Conserv- 
ative administration and the 
Nolan committee which it cre- 
ated in the wake of sleaze alle- 
gations. Lord Nolan 
recommended a new law on 


bribery and yesterday he wel- 
comed the Government’s move. 

In Parliament yesterday, Mr 
Straw said in reply to a question 
from Paul Flynn, a Labour 
backbencher, that he would 
not make the legislation retro- 
spective and therefore all those 
implicated in the cash for ques- 
tions affair would not be af- 
fected by the new law. 

Although the jurisdiction or 
the courts is confined to the UK. 
the consultation paper says that 
it may be possible to bring con- 


sniracy or incitement charges 
acts P te “ 

abroad under new propoww 

board which authorise the use 
of bribes in foreign countries 
could face charges. 

'in a related plan, Ann Tay- 
lor, leader of the House, an- 
nounced that she wants to 
review the working of pariia-. 
mentary privilege, which en- 
sures that MPs have freedom of 
speech without fear of prose- 


cution from the courts. This fbl- . 
lows, the amendment to the 
Defamation Act 1995 brought 
in to help Neil Hamilton waive 
his paifiamentaiy privilege in or- 
der to bring an action for libel 
against lfo? Guardian last year. 

Mis Taylor said that the com- 
mittee, which would have mem- 
bers of both Houses and 
all-party representation, would 
examine whether parliamen- 
tary privilege, as presently con- 
stituted, can currently prevent 

the courts from “looking at is- 


sues where there is ipublic in- . 
•wrest to be scrutinised,”-^ 
added: “The committee will be 
able to consider what effect the 
options in the Home Office’s pa- 
per will have on parliamentary 
immunity and how members* 
actions in Pariiaraent.wodd be 
treated by the courts.” ; 

Replies to the consultation - 
paper must be made by the- fend 
of August but Mr Straw -ac- 
cepted that there wifi beoo ^g- 
islatkra in this PariiamerttwhSh 
ends in Autumn .1998. , . j®."' 


In deepest Westminster, the front-room boys hatch their plot 


.-t 



Michael Howard chairing a meeting of his campaign team yesterday at Jonathan Aitken's house Jn Westminster; A party withering^away, page 10 


Photograph: Reuters 


Mandelson sits on 
11 of 15 committees 


Union wants windfall 
cash for public sector 


Christian Wohnar 

The key backroom boy role in 
the new government of Peter 
Mandelson, Labour’s campaign 
manager in the general election 
victory, is demonstrated by his 
appointment on 11 of the 19 
Cabinet committees created to 
date. 

Although Mr Mandelson, 
whose official title is Minister 
without Portfolio, is a junior 
minister outside the Cabinet, 
and therefore his name ap- 
pears at the bottom of the list 
of members, he is on more com- 
mittees than any other minister, 
apart from John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, who sits 
on a total of 12. 

Mr Mandelson does not 
chair any of the committees but 
is on most of the important pol- 
icy ones including constitu- 
tional reform, future legislation, 
European issues, welfare to 
work and food safely. 

Although there are the same 
number as under the last Gov- 


ernment, more may be created 
to deal with new initiatives. 
The fact that several committees 
encompass important new pol- 
icy areas which straddle gov- 
ernment departments suggest a 
more cabinet and collective 
style of government is being 
adopted. 

The previous Prime Minister, 
John Major, tended to take 
decisions in concert with one or 
two ministers at meetings in 
No 10 while the setting up of 
committees on, say, welfare to 
work and constitutional reform 
suggest that decisions on con- 
troversial areas will be taken by 
senior ministers working on 
these committees. 

Mr Major became the first 
Prime Minister to disclose the 
names and membership of Cab- 
inet committees shortly after his 
1992 genera] election victory. 

Previous prime ministers had 
been reluctant to reveal the de- 
tails out of concern that back- 
bench MPs from differing wings 
of the ruling party would com- 


plain that they were not ade- 
quately represented on the im- 
portant committees. 

The new government has 
abolished four of the commit- 
tees which existed during Mr 
Major’s premiership: nuclear 
defence policy, competitive- 
ness, co-ordination and pre- 
sentation of government 
policies, and terrorism. 

There are four new commit- 
tees covering devolution, wel- 
fare to work, the incorporation 
of the European Convention of 
Human Rights, as well as a new 
group on food safety. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, is chairing four of the 
committees: on constitutional 
reform policy. Northern Ireland, 
defence and overseas policy, 
and the intelligence services. Mr 
Prescott, chairs the commit- 
tees on home and social affairs, 
the environment, local govern- 
ment and London. 

Ann Taylor, the leader of the 
House, is on 10 of which she 
chairs three. 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

Money from the windfall lax 
should be diverted from creat- 
ing jobs for the unemployed to 
preventing mass redundancies 
in public services, according to 
the leader of Britain's biggesl 
union. 

Rodney Bickerstaff, general 
secretary of Unison, said it 
would be a “nonsense” if the 
government spent up to £5bn of 
the emergency tax on 250,000 
jobs for youngsters and the 
long term jobless if there were 
tens of thousands of job losses 
among public servants. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cellor, has been warned by oth- 
er ministers that large-scale 
redundancies arc inevitable. 

Speaking on the even of the 
public service union's annual 
conference in Brighton. Mr 
Bickerstaff said revenue from 
the windfall levy should be di- 
verted to prevent redundancies 
though he conceded Mr Brown 


would want to emphasise the 
needs of the private sector. 

“We have to ensure we are 
not creating work at one end 
and job losses at the other", Mr 
Bickerstaff said. 

The only alternative would be 
to abandon tbe controls on 
spending planned by the previ- 
ous government and adopted by 
the Blair administration. “The 
Government will have to spend 
more money," he said. 

The Unison leader's asser- 
tions came ahead of a speech to 
the conference today by David 
Blunkett, Secretary of State 
for Education and Employ- 
ment. who will inevitably en- 
counter questions on the issue. 

On present spending plans 
Mr Bickerstaff said big cuts in 
the workforce were inevitable 
in education, health and local 
government. 

He said the expenditure 
regime would exert “veiy. very 
severe" pressure on all our 
hospitals by the autumn. There 
had already been local govern- 


I 


ment redundancies through- 
out the country he said. 

The job situation would be 
made worse unless there was an 
immediate end to compulsory 
competitive tendering and the 
Public Finance Initiative. Mr 
Bickerstaff said he had already 
met ministers to express his 
opinions. 

The Unison leader, a cham- 
pion of the National Minimum 
Wage, cast aside any suggestion 
that he might serve" on the Low 
Pay Commission. He pointed 
out that George Bain, the new 
chairman, had set his face 
against any commissioners who 
had been “mandated” to argiae 
for a specific figure. 

Mr Bickerstaff made dear 
that he and his union wouldbe 
fighting for a minimum wage 
struck at half male median 
earnings, which he calculated at 
£4.42 an hour - £168 a week be- 
fore stoppages. He estimated 
that 19 miUion earned more 
than that figure and 5 million 
earned less. 
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Last-minute attempt to save art gallery 


Jo jo Moyes 

University chiefs at Newcastle Univer- 
sity were meeting last night to discuss; 
whether to close the Hatton Gallery, a 
move condemned by lecturers and art ' 
historians as a cultural crime. 

The University is said to be faring' 
budget cuts of 6 per cent over the next * 
three years and would save an estimated 
£45.000 a year from closure of the ■ 
gallery. It says it needs to focus on the 
“core activities” of teaching and* 
research. 

But lecturers claim the gallery itself 
is a teaching tool and that the benefits 
of keeping it intact outweigh the small 
monetary gain. 

The Gallery contains thousands of 
works whose fate is unclear, including 
an installation by the German Dadaist, 
Kurt Schwitters. the only remaining of 
three constructed after he came to 
Britain as a refugee. 

Established in 1926. it is open to the 
public five days a week, and is regard- 
ed as one of the most impressive exhi- 
bition spaces in Britain. Contemporary 
artists such as Richard Hamilton, Sean 

Scully and Victor Pasmore have shown ; 

there. 

The collection includes a Goya^- 
Francis Bacon's 1962 Study for a Portrait, 
drawings by Sickert, an anonymous 16th- 
century Flemish panel and two 15th-cen- 
tury Sienese alt^piece panels. 

The proposed closure caused a public 
outcry, with the director of the National- 
Art Collections Fund describing it as 

“shameful". 

David Barrie wrote in a letter ob- 
jecting to the closure last week: “The 
Hatton is a distinguished collection: not 
only is it a great teaching resource for 
the university but it is also open to the 
public free of charge. Closure would fly 
in the face of the new Heritage Secre- 
tary's commitment to education and ac- 
cess .” 

This is not the first time a universi- 
ty’s art collection has suffered due to 
budgetary constraints. In 1993 Royal 
Holloway and Bedford New College 
caused a public outcry when it sold off 
an £1 lm Turner painting to help fund 
the upkeep of its buildings. 



Painted out University authorities want to close Hatton Gallery in Newcastle, which contains work by Goya, Bacon and Sickert, to focus funding on teaching and research Photograph: Raoul Dixon 


Alarm over safety of national treasures 


The proposed closure of the 
Hatton Gallery could be dis- 
missed as another casualty of 
budget constraints. But experts 
yesterday warned that the 
gallery was also representative 
of the wider issue of the role of 
an in a broader educational con- 
text, and how to safeguard 
Britain's national heritage, 
writes Jojo Moyes. 

Some 300 academic bodies 


could be spent on lecturers go 
to fund a university gallery? 

Bill Varley, a fine art lectur- 
er at Newcastle, was dear that 
they should. “When this uni- 
versity goes on about first pri- 
ority being teaching and 
research I want to lay on the 
floor with my feet in the air kick- 
ing and screaming with rage be- 
cause that’s what the gallery 
stands for..." he said, 
have renowned art collection s, ^ ^The function ofacollection 
including the Ashmolean at . isn’t simply for students ..." it’s 


Oxford, the Fitzwilliam at Cam 
bridge and the Sainsbuiy Insti- 
tute at the University of East 
Anglia. 

In a time of increasingly tight 
funding, should resources that 


a bit of sodal history, it shows 
the historical context of Tin- 
toretto or whoever it might be. 

“There's also, dare I say it, 
the pleasure principle. People 
can come into the gallery and 


have a bit of escape from the 
huriy burly of life outside, and 
get spiritual refreshment ... 

“It's an added dimension to 
university education and to 
subsequent life." 

There also was a danger, 
said Mr Varley. that if future pa- 
trons saw collections closed 
and bequests sold off - as was 
apparent at Royal Holloway and 
Bedford New College in 1993 
.nU .could set an unfortunate 
"precedent. ' 

“No patron or trust that has 
bequeathed a body of work to 
the university is going to enjoy 
seeing that trust betrayed and 
bequests mothballed or sold off. 
It's a kind of insult," 


John Murdoch, director of 
the Courtauld Institute, be- 
lieves the most dangerous 
precedent is that of calling into 
question the historic concepts 
of university museums. 

He has written a letter to the 
chairman of the council of 
Newcastle expressing his dismay 
at the proposal. “Clearly you 
must understand the context 
within the way decisions are 
made by teaching institutions,, 
but the decision in this case im- 
perils not only the future of a 
fine art gallery, but it raises all 
the questions on the long-term 
viability of the university mu- 
seum as a concept," he said. 

One director of a major mu- 


seum, who asked not to be 
quoted, said there were serious 
questions to be addressed about 
the way university galleries are 
funded. “It's really a matter of 
the fitness of universities, in the 
present funding regime, to be 
in charge of major parts of na- 
tional heritage," he said. 

“The problem arises because 
universities are fundamentally 
educational charities. When 
facing financial problems that 
threaten their existence they are 
almost bound to look around 
and notice that their institutions 
are guile expensive to fund, of- 
ten in very distinguished build- 
ings, have a reasonably large 
staff because of security, and 


that they are sitting on assets 
worth literally billions of pounds 

it’s inevitable that this will 
happen." 

The question, he added, was 
addressed in a Green Paper is- 
sued last year by the Museum 
and Galleries Commission, 
which considered whether uni- 
versities were the right institu- 
tions to run public collections. 

“There is a case which says 
that existing funding systems for 
university museums should 
originate in the Department of 
National Heritage, rather than 
the Department of Education, 
which knows nothing about 
such collections. Personally I 
find it very persuasive." 



The Sainsbury Institute: Future benefactors may think twice 
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The five linked attacks: 

| O ]r> Bradford in December 1932 a 30 year old was 
abducted as she parked her car. She was taken to a 
location close to the city’s airport and raped. 

\o\ woman, aged 26, was raped in her vehicle after being 
abducted in a car park in Leeds in 1 983 and driven to the 
outskirts of the city. The rapist them drove her back into 
the city and threw her into the River Aire. She managed to 
unde herself and escaped. 

0 A 20 year oW was abducted at knife point while parking in 
Leicester at 10.30pm in May 1984. She was sexually 
assaulted. 

loin May 1993 in Nottingham a 23 year old was forced into 
the passenger seat of her car in daylight where she was 
tied up and her head was covered. She was sexuafly 
assaulted. 

|0 A 22 year old woman was forced into the passenger seat 
of her car in Leeds in July 1995. Her hands were tied and 
eyes covered. She was indecendy assaulted. 


The travelling serial rapist who 
targets women who drive alone 


Jason Bermetto 

Crime Correspondent 

A nationwide appeal for help in 
capturing a serial rapist, who bas 
struck at least five times, is to 
be launched today. 

Three police forces are tak- 
ing part in Operation Lynx, 
which follows a series of sex 
attacks in the Midlands and in 
northern England over a peri- 
od of years. 

A two-year investigation by 
the police has uncovered new in- 
formation about the man they 
believe to be responsible for the 
attacks, who is described as ex- 
tremely dangerous and who uses 
a distinctive mode of operation. 
They describe him as a “travel- 
ling serial rapist”. 


The assailant usually abducts 
his victims as they are about to 
get into their cars in city centres, 
often tying them up. before dri- 
ving them to a quiet location and 
attacking them. In one case a 
woman was raped and thrown 
into a river with a cloth bag over 
her bead and her hands and feet 
tied. She managed to free her- 
self and swim to safety. 

Later today police from 
Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire 
and West Yorkshire mil appeal 
to the public for help in track- 
ing down the rapisL and will ask 
for other possible victims to 
come forward. There are fears 
that he may be responsible for 
other assaults or attempted 
abductions that have gone un- 
reported. A telephone rape- 


counselling service is being of- 
fered by the police to women 
who believe they may have been 
one of the man’s victims. 

The rapist bas struck in 
Leeds, Bradford and Notting- 
ham, and detectives believe he 
is likely to live at a location 
"mid-point" from these dries. 

The commander of Opera- 
tion Lynx described the inquiry 
as one of the biggest investiga- 
tions of its kind and oompared 
it to the extensive hunt for 
Michael Sams. Sams was given 
four life sentences in 1993 for 
the murder of Julie Dart, a 
Leeds prostitute, and the kid- 
nap of Stephanie Slater, a Birm- 
ingham estate agent. 

Operation Lynx follows five 
assaults that have been linked. 


A DNA sample proved that the 
last two attacks were carried out 
by the same man. These were as- 
saults on a 22 -year-old woman 
in Leeds in July 1995, and a sim- 
ilar attack on a 23-year-old in 
Nottingham in 1993. 

About nine years earlier, the 
victim was a 20-year-old in 
Leicester. One of the most se- 
rious inddents was the attack in 
which the victim, a 26-year-old. 
was hooded and thrown into a 
river, after being raped in Leeds 
in 1983. The first identified as- 
sault was in 1982 on a 30-year- 
old in Bradford. 

Assistant Chief Constable 
Lloyd Clarice, of West Yorkshire 
police, who has taken overall 
charge of the inquiiy, said in a 
statement: “Leicestershire Con- 


stabulary. Nottinghamshire 
Constabulary and West York- 
shire Police are all involved in 
Operation Lynx, the largest in- 
vestigation of its kind. 

"Not since Michael Sams in- 
vestigations has there been such 
an extensive cross-force in- 
quiry. Each of the inddents be- 
ing investigated bear striking 
similarities. All involve a lone 
woman being abducted in her 
own vehicle before being driven 
a considerable distance and 
subjected to sexual assault" 

He added: "This man is a 
danger to women and I'm con- 
fident we can catch him. " 

A freephone number - 0800 
5 L5445 - has been set up for any- 
one with information which may 
help the inquiry. 
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Dispute over universe sets off star 


news 


^S B S flmcrs have 

bv dignfii 1 ^counterparts 

iSK S research wEch 

o!d£ 

S? d ***" thought. 

from' ihf PU if. f ? cuses 0n bata 
ISL*® Orbiting . Hipparcos 

distant, S^ V ™' n S v ^ 

CatchnrJ 1 * 2 ^ 

WCh Observatory, Cambridge 
announced that results from 
J^pparcos m observing a class 
H= d S aQt aaR called Cephei- 
j&h^ tWee I 1 ,JW0 “d ?,00fl 

ifo/Jh arSfrom Earch ’ sh «wcd 
mat the conventional “rulers" 

jor measuring distance in the 
Mwera were wrong 
oenu The universe was bigger 
than we thought. “ 

Now Thomas Barnes, asso- 
ciate director at the McDonald 
Observatory, at the University 
ot Texas, has claimed that Hip- 
parcos s observations of other 
standard" stars, known as RR 
Lyraes, do not back that up. “h's 
35 if the Hipparcos satellite 
gave us a new ruler for the uni- 
verse. and ft. measured 1 1 inch- 
es for one type of star, and 13 
inches for a different type," he 
said. 

Dr Catchpole was quick to re- 
ply. T think that some people 
are so desperate for funding 
these days that just about any- 
thing seems to Lhera worth is- 
suing a press release about," he 
commented. (The US notice 
was sent to the media worldwide 
via e-mail.) "Public debate of 
scientific issues is an excellent 
thing, but I'm not sure that's 
what this is." 

Though an argument be- 
tween American and British as- 
tronomers about the size of the 
universe might seem as impor- 
tant as one between theologians 
about how many angels can 
dance on the bead of a pin, it 
matters to scientists trying to de- 
velop consistent theories about 
the formation of the universe, 
stars and the galaxies. 


British and 
American 
scientists fall 
out over 
research into 
age of distant 
planets 

The British findings in April 
seemed to settle a long-stand- 
ing mystery in astronomy. Dif- 
ferent measurement systems 
have been used to determine the 
age of the universe, its speed of 
expansion, and the age of stars. 
The combination of the three 
led to the paradox that the uni- 
verse was about 1 1 billion years 
old. while its oldest stars were 
up to 14 billion years old. This 
meant that either theories of 
star formation, or the universe's 
formation, or the measurement 
system, were wrong Yet indi- 
vidually all seemed unassailable. 
The British work represented a 
breakthrough. 

The work of Dr Catchpole 
and a colleague in South Africa, 
Michael Feast, showed lhat the 
Cephcids were further away - 
and so brighter, and so younger 
(because young stars bum more 
brightly) - than was thought. 

Viewed in conjunction with 
work by scientists at the Uni- 
versities of Sussex and Glasgow, 
which showed that the universe 
was certainly larger than mea- 
surements had suggested, the 
paradox appeared to have been 
resolved. 

Dr Barnes was unable to 
suggest whose work might be at | 
fault, telling scientists at an in- ' 
lemational meeting last month 
that he was “very confident" of 
his results. 

But of the dispute his work 
- and press release - had cre- 
ated, he said: “This is greaL If 
everybody agreed right away, 
there would be no advancement 
in our knowledge." 
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This is not the first time that 
American and British as- 
tronomers have differed over 
the imi»rtance of US findings. 
In April, the American Astro- 
nomical Society trumpeted the 
discovery of an “antimatter 
fountain" at the centre of our 
galaxy, the Milky Wry - only for 
Sir Martin Rees, the British 
Astronomer Royal, to com- 
ment lhat the Americans hadn't 
found antimatter - only parti- 
cles produced by die radioactive 
decay of normal matter. 

Observatory under threat. 
The Tabloid 
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Czech gang lured 
driver to his death 


A British coach driver who 
died in hospital two months af- 
ter being found unconscious 
in Eastern Europe waSippar- 
ently the victim of a female 
criminal gang, it emerged at an 
inquest yesterday. 

Joe Baines, a father of five, 
died in Dryburn Hospital, 
Durham, last December two 
months after suffering severe 
head injuries as a result of be- 
ing repeatedly struck in a park 
in Prague, the Czech capital. 

The north Durham coroner 
was told how Mr Baines, S3, was 
fatally injured after he and 
three other drivers who had tak- 
en Hull University students to 
Prague, had a night out in the 
city and were chatted up by a 
group of women who wanted to 
take them to another bar. 

Of the three who went with 
the women, two later returned 
to their hotel minus their wal- 
lets and Mr Baines was found 
lying in a park, brutally battered 
and stripped of his cash. 


Recording a verdict that Mr 
Baines, of Durham, was un- 
lawfully killetl, coroner Geoffrey 
Burt said: “It seems to me that 
the three drivers who were 
robbed had been the subject of 
some preconceived plan. 

“They had been lured away 
in taxis or to remote places and 
robbed of their possessions. It 
may be Mr Baines resisted and 
was attacked - quite dearly he 
was viciously attacked and 
robbed." 

Pathologist James Sunter 
said Mr Barnes died from pneu- 
monia which developed as he 
lay unconscious as a result of se- 
vere brain damage. 

The inquest was told that the 
Czech Republic police report in 
to the murder was confined to 
a single sheet of paper. 

Detective Sergeant Denise 
Peam, of Durham police, said 
she did not feel the attack had 
been investigated as thorough- 
ly as it would have been in 
Britain. 


DAILY POEM 

Ghazal of the Dead Child 

By Federico Garcia Lorca (translated by Catherine Brown) 

Every afternoon in Granada 
a child dies, every afternoon. 

Every afternoon the water sirs down 
to talk thing? over with its friends. 

The dead wear wing? of moss. 

The wind cloudy ' and die wind clean 
are two pheasants that circle the towers 
and the day is a wounded boy. 

No blade of lark remained in the air 
When I found you there in the nine caves. 

No crumb of cloud remained on the land 
when you were drowning m the nver. 

A giant of taler fell down the mom Mains 

dead on the bank, ’was <m archangel of cold. 

^., -The TSunarit Divan" (from which this poem 
Lorca wrote ine homage to the verse forms 
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Heavenly vision: The work of Robin Catchpole (above left) is challenging traditional ways of measuring the universe 
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Most people would think that was 
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free every month for three months. 
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July 1 997 and connect by 31st August 1 997. 
Call BT on freefone (W0 800 800 for 
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As Tory MPs toast their future leader, out in 

arty is 



Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Westminster’s Conservatives 
may have found a reason to 
crack open the champagne, bat 
as the dregs from Tory leader- 
ship contenders' drinks recep- 
tions are poured away, the 
party in the country has little to 
celebrate. 

Far from looking bright-eyed 
towards the future, the activists 
and the die-hard Conservative 
voters have barely begun to 
come to terms with their loss. 

Which leader do they believe 
can return them to power? 
There are at least as many 
opinions as candidates. Do they 
want a vote next time around? 
Some say yes, some no. some do 
not have the confidence even to 
express an opinion. 

While officials at Central 
Office talk boldly of rebirth, re- 
form and a new, more modern 
party, membership continues to 
dwindle and ageing members to 
die. 

Trevor Hawkins, chairman of 
the Suffolk Coastal constituency 
association, John Cummer’s 
seat, says that at 65 he is some- 
times the youngest person at a 
meeting. “The membership is 
healthy but we lose people. 
Each week we have death re- 
ports," he said. 

Coffee mornings, always the 
mainstay of party fund-raising, 
cannot attract the young, he 
adds. Brandies in the area have 
been asked to look at the kind 
of functions they hold. 

In Billericay, the Essex home 
of the Euro-sceptic Theresa 
Gorman, the story is similar. 
The constituency secretary, Ca- 
role Morris, agrees that going 
out and asking people to join 
would help, but beyond that she 
is short of ideas. 




The watting game: Blilericay’s Tory constituency secretary Carole Morris: ‘We need to make an effort but we haven’t got beyond the talking stage’ Photograph: Brian Harris 


“I don't know how you do 
that. We have said we need to 
make an effort and there's been 
a few opinions about how to go 
about it We haven't got beyond 
the talking stage," she said. 


But far from despairing, the 
retired businessmen and the 
professionals who have kept the 
ship afloat for years have 
crossed their fingers and are 
clinging to the belief that, in the 


immortal words of Labour’s 
campaign theme, things can 
only get better. 

Mrs Morris actually sees a 
positive side to her party’s 
crushing defeat at the polls. 


“When you're at the bottom 
there's only one way to go," she 
says. “We got a Labour-con- 
trolled district council, a Lib- 
Lab county council and a 
Labour government What can 


we be blamed for?" 

She is not alone. The message 
from the party is that Labour 
won the election on account of 
a national desire for change, 
that Tony Blair is certain to mess 


up and the Conservatives will be 
back in power in 2002. 

Councillor David Roy leads 
the Conservatives on Birming- 
ham city council. There, 15 
members form the rump of a 


group which used to hold pow- 
er with 68 councillors in the 
early 1980s. He believes the 
pendulum will swing back. 

“The vote wasn’t so much 
pro-Labour as complacency 
and indifference towards the 
Conservatives. Both our local 
council and some of die central 
government are there by de- 
fault." he says. 

“I think people became 
slightly weary of us. The poli- 
cies can't have been too wrong 
because Mr Blair has pinched 
most of them." 

On the future of the party at 
national level, there is little 
consensus except on the need 
for change. Party activists feel, 
almost to a man and woman, 
that their views have not been 
heard. Councillors say their 
warnings about the disastrous 
poll tax went unheeded, while 
business people feel their needs 
came second to wider political 
considerations. 

The annual conference is 
just a forum for mass self-con- 
gratulation. But while some 
call for a “one member one 
vote” leadership election next 
time and more debate on pol- 
icy issues, others are not sure. 
One long-term activist said the 
job of choosing a leader was best 
left to MPs. 

There are rays of light The 
Conservative students are open- 
ing new branches while north of 
the border the Scottish party 
talks of sweeping reform. 
Young members on the ground 
are frill of ideas about adopting 
the technology and PR know- 
how employed by Labour. 

But many of the faithful 
seem to be sitting still and hop- 
ing for a miracle. Perhaps the 
party will have to wait until 2002 
for a shock that will realty gal- 
vanise it into action. 
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Gay carer fights for right 
to home after partner dies 


P a trici a Wynn Davies 


John Thompson and Martin 
Fitzpatrick lived together in a 
committed relationship for near- 
ly 20 years, as much a loving cou- 
ple as milli ons of married people 
up and down the country. But 
when Mr Thompson, the official 
tenant of their flat, died, the 
landlords lost little time in telling 
his partner to leave. 

Having battled over the past 
nine years of Mr Thompson's 
life to provide the best possible 
care for him after he was paral- 
ysed in an accident, Mr Fitz- 

E a trick is battling to keep his 
ome. 

Three Court of Appeal 
judges are to rule on a test case 
brought by 47-year-old Mr Fitz- 
patrick this week. It will be the 
first bid by a gay man to secure 
the same rights as heterosexu- 
als to take over protected pri- 
vate-sector tenancies when the 
original tenant dies. 

The case probes for the first 
time whether social attitudes 
have so changed that a long- 
standing union between two 
people of the same sex should 
be treated as living together “as 
husband and wife" for the pur- 
poses of the 1977 Rent Act. 

Mr Fitzpatrick, who wit- 
nesses say provided an extra- 
ordinary level of care to Mr 
Thompson after his accident in 
1986, claims in the alternative 
that the nature of their rela- 
tionship made him “a member 
of the family’ of Mr Thompson, 
so giving him similar tho ugh 
lesser rights under the 1977 Act. 

The two men first met in 1969 
and lived together in a stable 
and monogamous relationship 
in South African-born Mr 
Thompson's west London flat 



Martin Fitzpatrick is fighting a test case against eviction Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


him home to administer round- 
the-clock care that would last 
nine years. He gave up his mo- 
bile snack-bar business and be- 
came an expert full-time carer, 
keeping pressure sores at bay 
and learning how to change 
catheters. He devised a method 
of feeding Mr Thompson with a 
gastric tube through the nose- 
including pints of Guinness dirt 
ing trips out. He taught him to 
blink once for “yes", twice for 
“no". “I made him feel he was 
alive," Mr Fitzpatrick says. 

Four-fifths of Greater Lon- 
don local authorities already al- 
low equal rights of succession 
to same-sex couples. Guidance 
from the National Federation of 
Housing Associations urges its 
members to grant equal rights, 
and many associations do so. 


from about 1976. A notice-to- 
quit followed Mr Thompson's 
death in November 1994. 

The landlords trade under 
the name Sterling Housing As- 
sociation Limited. But when Mr 
Fitzpatrick first applied, un- 
successfully, at the West Lon- 
don County Court to take over 
the tenancy, they admitted that 
they were not a registered hous- 
ing association and that the 1977 
Act, which covers private-sec- 
tor lettings, applied. 

At the time of John Thomp- 
son’s death the weekly rent of 
the basement and ground floor 
flat, on which Hammersmith & 
Fulham Council have spent 
thousands of pounds to adapt 
for his needs, was £19.50, al- 
though the landlords could 
have applied to have it raised. 


The top two floors of the build- 
ing have long stood empty. 

Mr Fitzpatrick, a Dublin-born 
former Royal Navy serviceman 
who defies the “passive” gay 
stereotype, says that in the ear- 
ly days their relationship might 
have seemed unusual - “not 
only was I going out with a guy, 
but he was a black guv." he says. 
“We were so close I would 
say we were like hubby and 
wife. We were loving people. 1 
just loved him so much.” 

Mr Thompson, a former sil- 
versmith, suffered severe and 
irreversible brain damage after 
a fall downstairs. Mr Fitzpatrick 
was treated as nexl-of-ltin when 
his partner underwent two ma- 
jor brain operations. He felt Mr 
Thompson would never make 
progress in hospital and took 
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Fall of West Bank torturer 


r atrickc «*buni 

Jerusalem 

Whk* miff 1 n ian A^hority, 
rhVu/™ S 0323 ant * parts of 
fewest Bank, has sadcedfcs 
ctoeflaw officer, notorious for 
JstaJerance of torture, arbitrary 
52* 1 80(1 ^“S 5 by tiie PaS£ 
^n security forces, and is 
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Torture deaths that shame Palestine 


international 


significant shorts 


Trial starts for boss of 
Spain’s dirty war 

y^rdayaomsed^f ^ ?S ,en °P e radoos went on trial 
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vjcoerai zakanva 
Balraishi, asenior official of the 
police in Gaza con- 
s' 10 ** that Khalid al-Kidrah. 
‘he Palestinian Attorney Gen- 
erai, has been fired because 

Ite received bribes and commit- 
ted several violations”. While 
"5 confirming that Mr al- 
Mdrah was formally under ar- 
rest Brig Gen Baloushisaid: “It 
K for to be at home 

■ ..We are protecting him against 

angry people.” 

In his three years as Attorney 
General, Mr al-Kidrah became 
a symbol to Palestinians of 
everything rotten in the auto- 
nomous enclaves which they 
nope will become an indepen- 
dent state. Torture became en- 
demic. In January, a business- 
man. Youssef Baba in Nablus, 
died of a gangrenous wound 
caused by burns from the elec- 
tric element of a kettle pressed 
to his upper arm. He had been 
tortured over a month during 
which time he was admitted to 
a Nablus hospital five times. 
Palest iniao military intelligence 
refused to let doctors amputate 
his arm to save his life. 

Mr al-Kidrah was notorious 
for his refusal to respond to 
pleas from prisoners and their 
relatives. In January, Fayez al- 
Oumseih, died in Bethlehem of 
a heart attack brought on by a 
beating, though the local pros- 
ecutor had told Mr al-Kidrah 
two months before that there 
were no grounds for holding 
him. but the Attorney General 
had failed to order his release. 
The only time he showed any 
speed was in prosecuting jour- 
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Catalogue of shame: Pictures of the bodies of Youssef Baba (far left) and Fhyez al-Qumseih (left) as they appeared in The independent* on 24 February 


nalists who criticised the Pales- 
tinian Authority. 

The firing of Mr al-Kidrah at 
the end of last week is being 
greeted with relief by human 
rights organisations, who think 
it may be a turning point for the 
rule of law in Palestinian areas. 
Dr lyad Sarraj, a psychiatrist 
and a leading human rights 
campaigner from Gaza, said 
yesterday: “The firing of the At- 
torney General marks a real 
change. He closed his eyes to 
any violation of human rights. 
Before, nobody would testify, 
everybody was scared.” He says 
complaints of human rights vi- 
olations have declined in recent 
months and, since Mr Baba was 


killed, Yasser Arafat, the Pales- 
tinian leader, had ordered the 
Palestinian security forces to 
stop using torture. 

Mr al-Kidrah himself denies 
charges of corruption. When 
The Independent published pic- 
tures of the bodies of Mr Baba 
and Mr al-Qumseib in Febru- 
aiy, be wrote to the paper to 
deny that he “viewed all Pales- 
tinian human rights activists as 
'a fifth column'.” He said that 
be himself had been imprisoned 
by Israel and added: ‘Allow me 
please to emphasise the sample 
fact that we here promptly and 
actively investigate all reports 
about human rights abuses.” 

This was news to Dr Sarraj. 


now the Palestinian Commis- 
sioner General for Human 
Rights, who was arrested three 
times in Gaza on the orders of 
Mr al-Kidrah for raising h uman 
rights issues, though this was 
never the official charge. 

After being arrested last De- 
cember, he was beaten, kicked 
and sentenced to 15 days in 
prison for assaulting an armed 
Palestinian policeman. On an- 
other occasion police used the 
fact that “I had a professor of 
psychiatry from Canada staying 
with me when I was arrested to 
suggest I wasa Canadian spy.” 

The vulnerability of Dr Sar- 
raj, a distinguished medical 
practitioner and Palestinian pa- 


triot, to arbitrary arrest showed 
the lack of restraint of the se- 
curity services and police. He 
says: “During my interrogation 
they told me they had found a 
large piece of hashish in a draw- 
er in my desk. I offered them 
$10,000 (£6.100) if they showed 
me the drawer it came from be- 
cause my desk has no drawers.” 

Mr al-Kidrah's fall was sud- 
den. It followed the detention 
of a private lawyer who had 
knowledge of the former attor- 
ney general's financial affaire. Dr 
Sarraj says a member erf the fam- 
ily of a prisoner would “pay the 
bail money, would not receive 
a receipt and the money would 
not be seen again”. After an in- 


vestigation, Freih Abu Medein, 
the Palestinian Justice Minister, 
insisted to Mr Arafat that Mr 
al-Kidrah be fired or he would 
resign. Mr Arafat agreed. Mr al- 
Kidrah was told to go. 

The future for Mr al-Kidrah 
is nndear. Bassam Eid of the 
Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Group said yes- 
terday that be had been told by 
officials in the former attorney 
general's office that “his ID and 
passport are being held by the 
authorities”. Dr Sarraj has writ- 
ten to Mr Arafat demanding 
that Mr al-Edrah be given a tri- 
al, something denied to many 
prisoners when he was attorney 
general 


Saddam’s son claims recovery from bullet wounds 


Baghdad (AP) - Saddam Hussein’s 
eldest son, Uday, has recovered from 
wounds he received during an assas- 
sination attempt in December and left 
hospital yesterday. > -■- 

“Uday Saddam Hussein leftlbn Sina 
hospital at 2pm today following hs 
complete recovery from the treacher- 
ous and despicable attack on him on 


12 December,” the Iraqi News Agency 
reported. An official at Uday's office 
later said that Youth television would 
broadcast footage of the Iraqi leader's 
son leaving the hospital. 

Uday, who had been widely seen as 
his fetter's heir apparent, has been hos- 
pitahsed since December when gun- 
men shot him about 10 times while t ’ 


waited in his car in the upmarket AJ- 
Mansoura neighbourhood in Baghdad. 
Since then, he has been seen on tele- 
vision several times, moving his arms 
but never his-Jegs. 

He told reporters after undergoing . 
surgery on 20 April that doctors had 
operated on bis shattered left leg. But 
Western diplomats and opposition 


figures outside Iraq said doctors bad 
removed a bullet lodged near his 
spine. 

Uday said that after the surgery be 
should be able to resume his usual ac- 
tivities in. two to three months and play 
sports within six months. 

Prior to the assassination attempt, 
which he blamed on neighbouring Iran, 


Uday ran the information and trade 
ministries. He owns and rims Youth 
television and the newspaper Babel. He 
also beads Iraq’s Olympic committee 
and runs the national football feder- 
ation. In April, his Youth television 
showed footage of him driving a red 
Porsche convertible in the area where 
the attempt on his life took place. 


comment on the circumstances. Reuters - Brindisi 

Hijackers surrender 

p “ bu « t y for lie Turk who shol the 
Pope m 1981 surrendered at Cologne's airport, freeing 80 

S 0 ?* m Air MaltajetSner. An* 
said the two men surrendered and left 
the plane nearly three hours after it landed in Cologne. No 
passengers or crew were hurt. gp - Cologne 

Bosnian press gag condemned 

International officials condemned the confiscation of a 
^m^n^azine and warned Bosnian officials they would 

“Press freedom is democracy in many ways, and this is 
cnur^ unacceptable,'’ said David Folev. a spokesman for 
?- e rS% I1 ^ a r 0n ** Security Md Cooperation in Europe, 
of the Sarajevo canton seized copies of 
the poahta satin cal magazine. Its cover shows a montage 
of four pictures in which the face of former Yugoslav 
Communist leader Josrp Broz Tito changes into that of 
Izetbegovic. AP - Sarajevo 

Ceausescu’s health guru quits 

Romania’s Health Ministry pensioned off Iulian Mincu, 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu’s personal physician who told 
Roma n ia ns meat was bad for them during severe shortages 
of the 1980s. 

Dr Mincu, a nutritionist, became notorious near the end 
of Ceausescu’s 25-yew rule as mastermind of the “rational 
nutrition programme” which denied meat to the country's 
23 million people. Reuters - Bucharest 

Milosevic gamers support 

Montenegro was likely to back Slobodan Milosevic's 
candidacy for the president of Yugoslavia but will block 
any moves to amend the federal constitution, a senior 
Montenegrin official said. President Milosevic of Serbia 
was officially nominated by his Socialist Party of Serbia 
(SPS) last week to stand for the presidency of Yugoslavia 
when the five-year mandate of incumbent Zoran Lilic 
expires on 25 June 25. Reuters - Belgrade 

Thieves make off with jet 

Unidentified thieves have stolen a jet airliner from a 
Russian airport and flown it across the border to the 
former Soviet republic of Kazakstan, officials scud. The 
airliner was seized by two men in the southern Urals city of 
Orsk last Thursday. They flew 545 miles before landing at a 
deserted airfield in central Kazakstan. AP - Moscow 
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Gibraltarians fear a repeat of Hong 
Kong. Elizabeth Nash reports 


Gibraltarians have for decades 
been paranoid that the Brits 
might walk out on them. Like 
a nervous sweetheart they seek 
constant reassurance from 
Whitehall that they are loved 
and will not be abandoned. 
As Hong Kong's handover to 
China approaches, Gibraltari- 
ans insist perhaps on a rising 
note of panic, that they are to- 
tally different a special case. 

The observations are those of 
a senior British accountant, 
formerly based in Madrid, now 


tempestuous as the unseasonal 
winds and rain that lash the 


winds and rain that lash the 
Rock. 

“Of all Britain's colonies," he 
reflects, “this is the only cate that 
if it were decolorised must re- 
vert to someone else. Under the 
treaty of Utrecht it must revert 
to Spain. But Gibraltarians, 
though they think in Spanish 
and speak Spanish at home, 
never want to be Spanish." 

If Gibraltar stresses the dif- 
ferences, Madrid seizes on com- 
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Rock of Ages: Spain is determined eventually to win its claim for sovereignty and views Hong Kong as a precedent 


Photograph: Rob Judges 


parisons with Hong Kong- "It's 
difficult to explain bow it occurs 
in Hong Kong and not in 
Gibraltar,” the Prime Minister, 
Jose Maria Aznar, said recent- 
ly. “Spain maintains its claim of 
sovereignty over Gibraltar. We 
have ample reason for it and we 
expect time and common sense 
to establish a solution." 

We are in no hurry. Spam's 
officials say. It probably won't 
happen in our lifetime, they con- 
cede. But. perhaps in 30 or 50 
years, Gibraltar must eventually 
come to us. 

Few in Gibraltar share this 
view. A third of Gibraltar's 
30,000 inhabitants demonstrat- 
ed against Madrid on 13 May, 
brandishing their British pass- 
ports. issued in Gibraltar, that 
are rejected by Madrid as 
invalid. Even pedestrians or 




In Gibraltar. He still sports 
crisp Jermyn Street stripes in 
this informal society, but he has 
adapted to its peculiarities in 
other ways. 

He drives to work, not in a 
power limo. but on a scooter, 
nipping across the border from 
his home on the Spanish costa. 
“The border," he goes on, "is a 
barometer of relations between 
Britain and Spain." At the 
moment it is at a low point, 
troubled by political storms as 


scooter riders, usually waved 
through by Spanish border 
guards, were held up for hours 
in the jittery aftermath. 

When Peter Caruana, a dap- 
per conservative barrister, was 
elected Gibraltar's Chief Min- 
ister a year ago, Madrid was en- 
couraged to think - perhaps by 
the Foreign Office - that he 
would be more conciliatory 
than the intransigent labourite 
Joe Bossano whom he ousted. 

Mr Caruana represents the 
Rock's business community and 
wants dialogue with Spaio, but 
to Madrid's annoyance, makes 
no concession over sovereign- 
ty. "Spain ceded the whole of 
Gibraltar to Britain in perpe- 
tuity and absolutely," he insist- 
ed recently. “Unlike Hong 
Kong, Britain is under no legal 
requirement to hand Gibraltar 
back. Britain made a solemn as- 
surance never to transfer 
Gibraltar to Spain and that 
promise has been repeated to 
us by every British government 


since 1969." 

Mr Caruana does, however, 
want to update Gibraltar's sta- 
tus: “It's time to modernise 
our constitutional relationship 
with Britain. From being a 
colony or dependent territory, 
we would like to become a 
crown dependency, Like 
Guernsey and the Isle of Man. 
We have no desire to break our 
links with the crown. We believe 
this patch of territory is our 
homeland, not a possession to 
give away against ourwkhes. For 
us, sovereignty is everything.'' 

A small wooden door bear- 
ing a polished brass plate opens 
on to the Royal Gibraltar Yacht 
Club, founded in 1829 by British 
naval officers. It has the repu- 
tation of being a bit snooty, ad- 
mits Patrick Sacarello, whose 
Italian forebears set up the 
Rock's coffee import business 
in the early 1800s. He is stand- 
ing on the harbourside, watch- 
ing with a twinge of nostalgia as 
the Nina , a pretty racer, is 


Popolatioir. 28,051 (1993) 

Area: 2.5 sq miles 1 

Ceded to Briton by treaty of 
Utrecht 1713 after capture in 
1704; Crown Colony since 1830 
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readied for the season. “I 
owned it for 20 years," he says, 
“sold it last year. Ibok it out all 
those years the frontier was 
dosed. The sea was our only 
escape. It is our countryside." 


He wouldn’t be keen on 
striking out “Royal” then, 
should the Rock ever go Span- 
ish? He shoots me a look, then 
shows me with pride the badge 
from IhaAHcRoyal hung in the 
leathery bar, in what he says is 
the world’s finest collection of 
ship’s badges. "We used to have 
The Hood that sank the Bis- 
marck in the Second World 
War, but someone nicked it." 

Tommy FmJayson, pushing 
60, spent 18 years teaching his- 
tory m Stoke on Trent. He is the 
official archivist and has written 
several books about Gibral- 
tar’s history, one entitled The 
Fortress came First. Gibraltar, be 
says, unlike most colonies, was 
first and foremost a military gar- 
rison. Ordinary Gibraltarians, 
“the civilian population", bad no 
rights until the 1920s, not even 
those granted to other colonies. 

“They weren’t bitter," he 
says. “They accepted it, re- 
maining deeply loyal to the 
British crown. But now we’re a 


bit of an embarrassment Mind 
you, Britain has stood by us in 
difficult times, when it might 
have been easier not to." 

What I ask, is a Gibraltari- 
an? He smiles. “It's a Latin, 
Mediterranean creature with 
strong links to Andalusia, over 
which is superimposed the 
British system of admirustration, 
justice and education." 

John Dyer, 46, a master 
plumber, is one. His father a 
Scot a boxing champion, his 
mother a Spaniard from La Lin- 
ea, across the border. He tells 
me he plumbed the Rock's 
main hotels, the swimming pool 
and the laundry. “Complex 
jobs; youngsters today don't 
have the skills.” We are leaning 
on Lhe bar of the Cannon pub, 
talking in Spanish. "I like Spain, 
love the people, but I want to 
keep my British passport for 1 
ever, from Gibraltar, because 
that's my identity. I don’t want 
to be dumped like those poor 
sods in Hong Kong." 
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France yesterday joined the 
United States in polling, its 
dozens out of Brazzaville after 
a French soldier was killed in 
crossfire, and five others 
wounded. 

More than 350 foreigners Were 
evacuated in four French, air 
force planes, . as Paris 
despatched another 450 tn>ops 
from Bangui, in -the neigh- 
bouring Central African 
Republic, to reiqforce the 300 
already in Brazzaville. - 
Bodies of dead fighters and 
civilians lay untouched on the 
streets yesterday. One shell, 
intended for Brazzaville, land- 
ed in Kinshasa on the other ride 
of the Congo. This appears to 
have been bad shooting. “I 
doubt they were trying to 
declare war on their 
neighbours”, a diplomat said. , 
The fighting in Congo-Braz- 
zavQle, which echoes events in 
Sierra Leone last week, was the 
first foreign policy test for 
France's new Prime Minister Li- 
onel Jospin, who has to work 
with the conservative President 
Jacques Chirac. ' 

Battles between troops loyal 
to President Pascal Lissouha 
and supporters of ex-Presiddnt 
Denis Sassou Nguesso has 
formed a dramatic turn-round 
after Laurent Kabila's victory in 
Congo- Zaire. _ 1 

Two weeks ago Western 
forces, including Royal Marines 
with hovercraft, were preparing 
to evacuate Westerners from 
Kinshasa across the two-mile 
wide river to Brazzaville. Yes- 
terday, people were fleeing in 
the opposite direction, ter Lhe 
relative stability of Kinshasa. 

Almost all the Britons in 
Brazzaville have now left. The 
Foreign Office said 15 bad reg- 
istered yesterday, and maybe an- 
other 30 had not regjstered. 
Diplomatic sources said fight- 
ing was probably a “knock-on” 
effect of the war in Congo-Zaire 
and the imminent election. 


A head-spinning monster called the Nissan 
R390 GTl, An all-new, s t a tfr' O f 1 ■the*a rt challenge 
for oor competitors in this year's Le Mans 24 
hours, the legendary French endurance classic 
The elegantly bn^ttil R390 GTl and its savage 
tt.5 litre twin-turbo V8 were designed and built 


by Nissan and sports car engineering specialist 
TWr. To show Just how serious we are about ' 
winning this prestigious race, we’re entering a 
three-car team in the GTl category. Together 
with an all-star Le Mans driver team including 
FI Grand Prix aces Riccardo Patrese and 


Martin Brunfcle. Our passion for racing has 
gained us over 300 race victories around the 
world. And taught us a thing or two about our 
road cars. So you don’t have to be a racing 
driver to experience superior driving excite-, 
ment. Just drive a Nissan. Rom cars like our 


new Primera GT to the road version 
of the R390 GTl. Win Le Mans? 

You can with a Nissan. 
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Fault line undermines fragile 

Swah ttefcn 

toxembour standards. And in November ^ ~ T , ' . ' 

~~ - — 1995, TTieo WhigeL the German "' 


The Frerch re fi iei i . Finance Minister, underpinned 
**■*« EuropeSS5S'!!P l^iricht by proposing a “sta- 
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w£ rift”? lau . nched 10 patch 
rift, but the question re- 

S25 00111(1 *e divisions ex- 

S d rh? tei ^ ayre_einei g e *>* 

U S, the - ? roiecl off course? 

iesi^ of ra P lure ov er the 
«sign of economic and mone- 

^“ K n . IQ K n t‘ Em “) has always 
** n highest between France 
ana Germany, where differ- 
ences id the philosophy of the 
euro-zone run deep. 

r(f ,^ Cr T a J n >’ has consistently 
demanded that, in return for its 

wUmgne^ to ^ up a a 

mark, other member states 
must awept the stiffen rules of 
nscal discipline, in order to 
gve the euro the best chance of 
oerng as strong as the mark. 

UnJy by demonstrating that 
other member states are pre- 
pared to accept German-style 
monetary discipline could Hel- 
mut Kohl, the German Chan- 
cellor. hope to persuade the 
German people that it was safe 
to sacrifice their currency. 

The Maastricht rules for the 
■uro are seu largely to German 


bflity pad" which would ensure 
that countries joining Emu 
would maintain the same dis- 
cipline after the 1999 launch. 

As long as the Gaullists re- 
mained in power in France, 
Germany has, largely, been 
able to have its way over the de- 
sign of the Emu rule-book. 

Jacques Chirac, the French 
President, has always sought 

ways to soften Germany’s mon- 
etary rigour, and has backed 
some form of political govern- 
ment to counter control by the 
future European Central Bank. 

Germany’s own difficulties in 
meeting the Maastricht criteria, 
seen most notably during the re- 
cent debacle over plans to re- 
value German gold, have 
strengthened the case for a 
more “flexible” approach to 
the Maastricht criteria. 

The victory of die R-ench So- 
cialists. however, was always 
sure to bring France into a 
head-on confrontation with 
Germany over the Maastricht 
rules and the terms of the sta- 
bility pacL 

During the Flrench election 
campaign, Lionel Jospin, the 
new Prime Minister, made clear 
that he would refuse to imple- 
ment the austerity measures de- 
manded by the Maastricht rules. 


Kohl plays the 
quitting game 
to shake allies 
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The inhappy ship that is Ger- 
man’s governing coalition was 
driftig towards the rocks yes- 
terds amid rumours that the 
captan was preparing to jump 
overha rd. 

Aitough Helmut Kohl's par- 
ty deied newspaper reports 
that th Chancellor had threat- 
ened t* resign four times last 
week, aggestions that he was 
contenplating changing the 
crew co ld not be dismissed. An 
artemptd show of unity by the 
current oalition “partners” de- 
generated yesterday into juve- 
nile n a H 2 -calling. 

The c inflict revolves around 
the govenment’s inability to 
conjure io, without seeming to 
fiddle, a balanced budget to 
qualify Gum any for monetary 



Helmut Schnidt: Talks with 
Kohl fuelled coalition rumour 

union. Mr Koti’s junior coali- 
tion partners, the Free De- 
mocrats. have vetoed every 
attempt to raisi taxes. Without 
higher taxes, tb rest of the gov- 

“ iL.. nannnt 


formed, now me duu- 

k has bhwn the whistle 
ro Waigd’s attempt to 
: Germai gold reserves. 
Free Denocrats cannot 
wiLUnJes they can flex 
luscle. such as it is, and 
strate ther influence in 
nent, theywiL disappear 
ie political scene at the 
ictions. 

;times they go “■ 
lest posturng, which na5 
ed the government for 


the best pan of this year, was 
denounced by Mr Kohl's Chris- 
tian Democrats yesterday as 
“blackmail”. Whereupon the 
Free Democrats feigned injury 
and went off in a huff. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment’s policy-making arm, the 
union of Christian Democrats 
and Christian Socialists, have 
fallen out among themselves 
over monetary union. The 
Christian Socialists of Bavaria 
have come around to the view 
that Emu should be postponed 
beyond 1999. 

This makes the position of 
Mr Waigel, Finance Minister 
and leader of the Christian So- 
cialists, doubly awkward. In 
Bonn he is blamed for &iling to 
balance the books and of en- 
dangering monetary union. In 
Bavaria he is lambasted for 
busting the budget for the sake 
of the obscure goal of the euro. 

All that unites the various 
shades of Christians in the gov- 
ernment is the towering figure 
of Mr Kohl and hatred of Free 
Democrat yuppies. The FDP, 
for their part, are painfully 
aware that m opposition the vot- 
ers may regard them as surplus 
to requirements. 

Which is why threats by Mr 
Kohl to sink his own govern- 
ment just to be rid of his tur- 
bulent coalition partners are 
credible. He has used the gam- 
bit before, but this time the 
threat might be wearing thin. 

This is where rumour No 2, 
leaked from the same Christian 
source, comes in. According to 
this. Mr Kohl’s people have 
opened secret talks with the op- 
position SodaJ Democrats. The 
mediator is Helmut Schmidt, 
the SodaJ Democrat chancellor 
ousted 15 years ago. The gov- 
ernment’s negotiator is said to 
be Mr Waigel. 

That the two men met last 
Thursday has been confirmed, 
but whether they talked footbaD 
or coalition unclear. An 
arrangement of some land 
would benefit Mr Kohl as it 
•would free the legislative logjam 
holding up tax reforms. More 
importantly, it would liberate 
him from the Free Democrat 
veto. 



0; CABLE & WIRELESS 


FRANCE 

HARPlT Aj5AU£A6E 



- .I* Ir * 
Vfrf' " 


MINUTE ON ZZnd JUNE 

rtn the J untf * “Ut for 5 minutes or 
’ " , 

lercury SmartCall 

/«". <**f vt * Smai&B b mMkfii • 



Question time: Dominique Strauss-Kahn (left) yesterday with the European Union French Commissioner YVes-TTiibauft de Silguy Photograph: Reuters 


thereby clearly opening the 
door to the “soft euro” which 
Bonn has hitherto abhorred. 

Mr Jospin promised to cre- 
ate 700,000 French jobs and to 
reduce the working week lo 35 


hours, raising questions about 
whether France would have 
any chance at ail of meeting the 
Maastricht deficit criteria under 
socialist rule. 

On the campaign trail, Mr 


Jospin also condemned the en- 
tire stability pact as “absurd”, 
suggesting he would seek to 
throw out the entire set of rules 
should he come to power. How- 
ever, a senior European minis- 


ter co nfirm ed yesterday that Mr 
Jospin bad privately appealed 
for a “form of words” on Emu 
which would enable him to 
keep France on track for the 
launch, while demonstrating to 


French voters that he had not 
betrayed them just one week af- 
ter his victory. 

And some observers saw yes- 
terday’s announcement from 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn. the 


euro 


new French Finance Minister, 
that the terms of the pact had to 
be re-worked, as a climb-down 
from the hard line struck by bis 
party during the campaign. 

Nevertheless. France's ada- 
mant refusal to accept the sta- 
bility pact terms yesterday, has 
broken a taboo. To date, no 
member slate - other than 
Britain - has taken such a 
strong stance against any ele- 
ments of Emu architecture. 

Whatever magic is now per- 
formed by the [futch presiden- 
cy. ahead of next week's 
Amsterdam summit, no “form of 
words” will be enough to ac- 
commodate French demands 
for establishing a political 
counter-weight to the Euro- 
pean Central Bank. Such an ini- 
tiative wil] demand weeks or 
months of bruising negotiation, 
rather than days. 

Germany was cautious in its 
first response to French de- 
mands yesterday. But it seems 
highly unlikely that Bonn will be 
able to swallow any further 
weakening of its prized Maas- 
tricht rules or stability pact. 
Patching over yesterday's row 
will not heal the rift. 
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China rewrites history of Hong Kon; 


Sol 




Teresa Poole in Pekj n g on ^ 

early release of film epic that aims 

to spike Bntish guns at handover 




i-H* 


“You like to eat bleeding food,” 
shudders the Emperor’s envoy 
as he cuts into the large rare 
steak put before him by the un- 
couth Westerners. 

“I understand that Chinese 
cuisine is unrivalled In the 
world; I cannot say the same of 
your cannons," retorts the vic- 
torious British officer, chewing 
his way through a slab of meat 
as he demands that Peking 
hands over Hong Kong - 
adding that it would make a 
timely present for Queen Vic- 
toria's upcoming birthday. 

History may be written by the 

winners, but h can always be 


^written some 150 years later 


™^SJ^ 0p ' am War ’ ,he 

expensive mainland Chi- 


terfay in China, expansively 
portraying the heinous behav- 
Ktorof the British in farting the 
ce $J8 ofHong Kong Si 
® million yuan eoic 


/1? _, V AW mmion yuan epic 
V-prai with a cast of 50,000 ex- 



tras and a fleet of Victorian war- 
ships, is China’s blockbuster 
version of one of the more 

®»mefiil episodes in British his- 
tory. 

_ The film tells the story of how 
'~'V na tried to stop imports of 
opium by the British East India 
Company and other traders, 
only to be met by the force of 
Her Majesty’s Navy. Superin- 
tendent Charles Elliot is the vil- 
lain determined to teach China 


alesson, and Denton (played by 
Bob Peck) an evil opium trad- 
er. The venal Chinese Qing dy- 
nasty officials, who grab every 
available bribe from the British 
in return for letting in the drugs, 
complete a cast of miscreants. 

. Against this line-up, our hero 
is Commissioner Lin Zexu, the 
honest official who was deter- 
mined to rid China of the 


Bob Peck: Plays the part of 
an evil British opium trader 



Battle stations: Chinese war junks being destroyed by the British during the Opium War 


illustration: Hutton Getty 


scourge of opium, unaware that 
foreign powers had such might 
to unleash on the Middle King- 
dom. “When a nation uses iron 
to eat their food, we should take 
notice of them," he remarks 
ruefully, perceiving some pos- 


sible connection between knives 
and forks and the manufacture 
of heavy-duty cannons. China 
“should not be a frog at the bot- 
tom of the well”, is his advice 
for the weak Emperor at the 
end of the film after China has 


been roundly beaten and Hong 
Kong lost 

China's leaders axe said to be 
delighted with the film, which 
was directed by 73-year-old Xie 
Jin. Over the next few weeks, 
the film will open at hundreds 


of cinemas in China and Hong 
Kong, and an edict has gone out 
that Chinese embassies around 
the world should show the film 
on I July, as part of their Hong 
Kong handover celebrations. 

Chen Zhigu, general man- 


ager of the film production 
company, said shooting the film 
was the embodiment of a na- 
tional souL It Is a determination 
of the proud Chinese to do what 
their ancestors have never done, 
and it is a great effort to sweep 
away the humiliation'’. 

It is one of the many propa- 
ganda weapons to be unleashed 
by China. “Our original plan 
was to show the film in Hong 
Kong in July, but the central 
leaders ordered It must be 

shown in June as part of a strat- 
egy. Because now the British are 
holding big celebrations there; 
they w2l invite the most famous 
singers, and send for the most 
luxurious pleasure-boat to fer- 
ry the British leaders back 
home. They will hold banquets 
and say Tt is I who gives Hong 
Kong as a gift to you’. This film, 
as a personal expression of Mr 
Xie’s point-of-view, will tell 
people the way in which the 
British stole Hong Kong. They 
were robbers," said Mr Chen. 

The film has opted for broad 
rather than detailed historical 
fact, and the big budget de- 
mands of the wide screen have 
encouraged certain embellish- 
ments designed to delight a Chi- 
nese audience. The serene and 
beautiful Chinese opium addict 
who is forced into prostitution 
is shown rejecting first Denton 
(“Why not? I am also a man”), 
and then Elliot, whom she tries 
to stab with a pair of scissors. 


The Qing court sentehces n 
to death for endangering tl 
peace treaty with the British 
When the British piriiame 
is shown debating tht case fi 
war, the House is dldded b 

tween the hawks andjho6e, lil 

one -ME who pronojhce Coi 
furius far greater tmn Arist< 
tie or Socrates. “It v31 take i 
generations to understand Cb 
na. We may be abli to defej 
but not conquer them," h 
wants, sentiments) which aj 
pear regular Jy these days in th 


pays 
as° ne 
just® 




People’s Daily. 

Humour is the unexpected it 
gredlent in this enterprise. Dui 
ing peace negotiations, tb 
English interpreter says with ex 
asperation: “They are alway 
like this; this is so typical!] 
Chinese. They never say yes 
and they never say no.” 

In the end, the brutal Britist 
get Hong Kong, while Com 
missioner Lin is banished b> 
Peking to China ’s far north-west 
border. The Emperor prostrates 
himself before his ancestors, 
devastated at baving yielded 
Chinese soD to the barbarians. 

But as the final credits begin 
to roll, there is every reason to 
expect the Middle Kingdom to 
avenge the historical injustice 
The camera pans across the 
dark, rainswept courtyard of the 
Forbidden Gty and halts on thd 
statue of a lion - whose ey ej 
start to glow an intense, men 
acing electric red. I 
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US general faces pressu 


resign over 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 




3' >\" 


You don’t need to be an accountant to 
understand where you are with a BarclayJoan. 
You repay just two things: the amount you 
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And no early repayment charges should you 


General Joseph Ralston, the 
deputy head of the US armed 
forces and favourite to lake over 
as chairman of the joint chiefs 
of staff in the autumn, was ex- 
pected yesterday to announce 
his withdrawal from the r unning 
following disclosures about an 
adulterous affair 13 years ago. 
There were even reports that his 
career was on the line and that 
he might be forced to leave bis 


decide to repay the loan earlier Than you anticipated. 
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is a Bardayioan. 


curreni post early. 
The General's hi 



oney, from New Yorkbity, who 
said: “If you are a frsnd of the 
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The General's future bad be- 
come embarrassingly intertwin- 
ed in the raging public debate 
about sexual relations in the US 
military and his continued can- 
didacy was widely agreed to be 
politically untenable. 

Gen Ralston’s likely with- 
drawal from the running for the 
US military's top post repre- 
sented a spectacular reversal of 
his fortunes. At the end of last 
week, the Defense Secretary, 
William Cbhen, had expressed 
his continued support for the 
general’s candidacy, describ- 
ing him as an outstanding 
leader whose distinguished ser- 
vice “outweighed" his indiscre- 
tion. Having earlier insisted 
that officers be required to ob- 
serve “the highest moral stan- 
dards", he said that he thought 
it was now time to “draw the 
line”. 

These statements, however, 
turned out to be a major error 


X® 2®"® ral Rafston ' under pressure to re- 

sign, and Kelly Flinn, discharged from the air force last month 


on the pari of the Defense 
Secretary, hitherto regarded as 
an astute judge of the political 
mood and an adroit operator In 
relations with Congress. The ini- 
tial outcry, led by a group of 
Congresswomen, developed 
into something of an aii-out re- 
volt and the few voices initial- 
ly raised in Mr Cohen’s support 
rapidly faded. 

Members of Congress said 
that their phones had rung al- 
most constantly since Mr Cohen 
first uttered his support for 
Gen Ralston with angry con- 
stituents accusing him of per- 
petuating double siandards in 
the military and discontented 
servicemen and women ringing 
to “inform on other generals 
and high-ranking officers they 
believed to have commuted 
adultery with impunilv. 

The contrast was frequently 


drawn with the fete of Kelly 
Flinn. the 26-year-old female B- 
52 pilot, who was forced to ac- 
cept a general discharge from 
the air force two weeks ago af- 
ter admitting an affair with 
a married civilian and lying 
about it. Comparisons were 
also drawn with the early re- 
tirements announced last week 
of two senior militaiy officers, 
and continuing investigations 
into others, for past adulterous 
affairs. 

To many, Gen Ralston’s suc- 
cessful career epitomised the 
application of a double standard 
in the military that extended for- 
giveness and promotion to 
members of a charmed elite, 
while the lower ranks and 
women were threatened with 
demotion and even discharges. 

The mood was summed up by 
Representative Carolyn MaJ- 


said: “If you are a frind of the 
Secretary of Defuse, and 
you've had an affainyou’re in. 
If you are a succesnii woman 
who’s bad an affair , pu’re out." 

Ms Flinn herselfthrew fur- 
ther fat on the flam® yesterday. 
In an article for Nevsweek mag- 
azine. she made nany of the 
points about “d/uble stan- 
dards” that had farlier been 
made on her behjlf. “Ralston 
is a general office/ a man, and 
he has a whole/network of 
friends to help hiii I was a lieu-' 
tenant, a woman/without any- 
one in my chainof command 
willing to helpS” 

On Saturday, p a belated at- 
tempt to limit tip damage, the 
ftmtagon had cafed a highl y nn. 
usual weekend pess conference 
to announce thalMr Cohen was 
setting up two ppels, one to ex- 
amine the “daily” of existing 
regulations onpdultery in the 
anned forces, tie other - made 
up of civilians f to consider is- 
sues raised by nrted-sex train- 
ing. I 

This, howrver, was not 
enough to quel the uproar. Gen 
Ralston had tcpil short his tour 
of the Centra/ Asian republics 
and return hone to face his crit- 
ics. By yesterday, closeted with 
John Shalikapivili, the general 
whose job hepad hoped to suc- 
to in September, and 
wfflmm Cohfa. it was no longer 
just his promotion that was in 
question, bit his career. 
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■ Soldiers bewitched by army 


Dayaks moved 
as one, like a 
swarm of bees 


international 

of spirits 
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Salatiga. Borneo 

UfS' 1 ^ Ueve il myself;'’ says 
the Schoolmaster, “but I saw ii 
with my own eyes. There were 

I'S tt h Ce s ? ldiers m Salatiga, 
and when the Dayaks first ar- 

nved they fired into the air. But 
25*“* completely outnum- 
£*jJ: and they soon began 
shooting straight into them. 

Ihere was oneDayak. he was 30 

yards away. The soldier aimed 
me gun, it went ‘Bang-bang'' 
but it didn’t hun him. They wire 
firing to kili, but none of (he 

Dayaks got shot I’d heard about 

tt» then I never believed 

t n - when they are in that state, 
when they are filled with the 
spurn, nothing can harm them." 

Of all the strange and terri- 
b e things which have taken 
place in Borneo this year - the 
burning of houses, the murders 
or villagers, and the mutilation 
of their remains - the strangest 
and most disturbing element of 
all is the pan played by ritual 
magic. In plenty of ways, this is 
a conflict with modern and ra- 
tional causes: two ethnic groups, 
with very different cultures and 
• , religions, both of them poor and 
politically marginalised, forced 
to live alongside one another in 
a country fizzing with tensions 
and discontent. But if the rea- 
sons for it are conventional 
enough, the form which the un- 
rest has taken is unique. 

7 i In terms of the scale of 

slaughter, there have been far 
worse and more intractable 
ethnic conflicts, between Hutus 
and Tutsis. or Serbs and Croats. 
But never before in a modern 
state has one ethnic group set 
out, not merely to kill and dri- 
ve away its enemies, but to har- 
vest their heads, eat their hearts, 
and ritually drink their blood. 

West Kalimantan is alive with 
rumours about the power and 
effects of Dayak war magic and, 
for the visitor, it makes a creepy 
situation creepier still Invul- 
nerability to modem weapons is 
the commonest story; in Pon- 
tianak. a modern commercial 
city of some 400.000 people, 
every waiter and taxi driver has 
a Mend in the military who saw 
the bullets bouncing off the ad- 
** vancing Dayak hordes. Eyewit- 
nesses. like the teacher from 
Salatiga, are rare but belief in 
such phenomena is widespread, 
even among the best educated. 

In a small town outside Pon- 
tianak I visited Father Andre us 
and Father Kristaf (not their real 
names), Dayaks who trained as 
priests at a Catholic seminary 
near Jakarta. Both saw the tro- 
phy beads, and the mutilated 
bodies lying on the road, and it 
was from them that I heard 
about the mysterious character 
who leads the war parties - the 
pangiima, meaning “general", or 
Dayak war magician. 

they told me how the pan- 
giima summons' bees to attack 
the soldiers, and how he can fly, 
and behead his enemies with the 
stroke of a leaf from a certain 
tree. How a pair of army officers 
in the north died vomiting Wood 
ft after a curse was placed upon 
them, and how the psychiatric 
wards are filled with soldiers un- 
hinged by what they have seen. 
-I’ve talked to soldiers who 
have served in East Timor, and 
Irian Jaya," says Father An- 
dreus. ‘They are tough men. 
Thev have killed and been shot 
at before, but they say that they 
have never been more scared 
than thev were by the Dayaks. 

In Sanegau, a river aty deep 
in the interior (the story goes), 
asmail group of gjtewW 
ing for the blood of sk 
Madurese who were under 
guard in a small military out- 


PosL The soldiers successfully 
fought them off, until the pan- 
gUma arrived at the head of an 
anny of thousands of warriors. 
Hopelessly outnumbered, the 
soldiers handed over the 
doomed Muslims and surren- 
dered. But the pangiima was 
alone; there was no Dayak 
army. The warriors at his side 
were /mu, spirits of war and 
killing, made visible In the 
minds of the soldiers by the pan- 
giima ' s incantation. 

Father Kristof showed me a 
collection of m ag ical and med- 
icinal substances given to him 
by Dayak parishioners, includ- 
ing a plastic face lotion bottle 
filled with black poison for ar- 
rows and spears, and dried 
leaves which provide immuni- 
ty from the blows of the ma- 
chete. “We don't believe these 
things,” said Father Kristof; 
“but they happened. You read 
about it in old accounts from the 
1 9th century. Now it’s happen- 
ing again in 1997." 

There is the stoiy of a taxklri- 
ver who watched a group of 
Madurese attempting to kill a 
lone Dayak. The man was stab- 
bed repeatedly, but the blows 
had no effect. It was only when 
they held his face under a basin 
of water that he stopped mov- 
ing. Almost always, the ac- 
counts are second-hand and 
vague (perhaps the knives were 
blunt, or the nervous soldiers 
simply missed their aim), but 
they are believed. 

“When you are accustomed 
to using scientific means of in- 
vestigation, your min d shies 
away from these things,” says a 
Dayak anthropologist “But I 
believe there is a supernatural 
world. I have to believe it, be- 
cause I have heard about it from 
military personnel, policemen, 
Dayak elders, people in the Chi- 
nese community, Malays. It is 
hard not to believe these peo- 
ple, but it is also hard to believe 
them.” 

From the very be ginning of 
the conflict, at the end of last 




tion, every village received the 
Red Bowl and in 1967 when the 
government was fighting the 
communists. Compared to then, 
this was not a big wan I am very 
glad that this village did not re- 
ceive the Red Bowl” 

When war does become nec- 
essary, the warriors hold secret 
ceremonies about which there 
are conflicting reports. Some say 
that they occur spontaneously, 
others that they are presided 
over by local shamen. The term, 
the spirits of war and chaos are 
summoned from their homes 
deep within the interior and en- 
ter the hearts of the people - 
special herbs and infusions may 


killings in January and Febru- 
ary is bow quickly the Dayaks 
mobilised, and the co-ordina- 
tion they displayed across a 
large area cursed with poor 
communications. If the war 
parties did have ring leaders, 
they have not been publicly 
identified, and many witnesses 
described their behaviour as al- 
most like that of a pack or a 
swarm. 

“The Dayak are normal hu- 
man beings.” wrote Stepan us 
Djueng, the director of the In- 
stitute of Dayakology Research 
and Development in the Jakar- 
ta Post. “They will protect them- 
selves if any of their ancestral 
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Anger rising: Dayak crowds demonstrating in Senakui village, West Kalimantan, in February 


December, Dayak outrage with 
their Madurese neighbours ex- 
pressed itself in ritual form 
with the passing among the 
different towns and villages of 
a ceremonial object called the 
Red Bowl. 

“The Red Bowl is a means of 
communication in time of 
emergency between one group 


be used, or the magic may lie 
simply in the shaman’s words. 
There is confusion too, about 
the nature of the pangtima. Ac- 
cording to some accounts, no- 
body quite knows who they are 
- they live as hermits in the 
moun tains and mysteriously ap- 
pear at just the right moment. 
According to another tribal 


of Dayaks another,” says Pak . leader, however, the spirit of the 
Miden, a rimanggong or tribal pcmgSma could settle °n anyroe. 


leader in the Dayak hamlet of 
Aur Sampuh- “If a timanggortg 
receives the Red Bowl then he 
is obliged to send at least sev- 
en warriors to help his brothers. 
It passes from village to village 
- during the Japanese occupa- 


“The pangiima could be a dif- 
ferent person every time,” he 
says. “Until the ceremony and 
the coming of the spirits, you 
don't know who the pangiima is 
going to be.” 

One of the mysteries of the 


lands or property rights are vi- 
olated ... What honey bees 
would not defend themselves 
when their honey, nests and 
community members are 
threatened?" 

The photograph above was 
taken in Senakin village on 7 
February as Dayak members of 
the regional parliament were at- 
tempting to pacify a crowd of 
Dayaks. The man who took It 


were possessed, they weren’t 
acting normally. They were 
completely silent, and then 
someone screamed, and they all 
screamed together - ‘Whoo- 
woo-wooo-woo!' The one who 
lead them was the pangiima. I 
have seen politicians speaking 
to election rallies, and they are 
nothing compared to the pan- 
giima. These people would have 
done anything he said.” 

Once in their altered state, 
the Dayaks behaved with a 
mixture of restraint and frenzy. 
Mosques and government 
buildings were left undamaged 
(one school was burned, but it 
is believed that it caught fire 
fir om a neighbourinng building). 

Apart from tbeDayaks, there 
are many Malays and Javanese 
living in East Kalimantan, as 
well as Madurese, dark-skinned 
people without obvious physi- 
cal differences. But there have 
been no reports of any non- 
Madurese being accidentally 
killed by Dayaks. “The pangii- 
ma have the gift of being able 
to sniff out Madurese," says the 
tribal leader. “They can smell 
them, and they are the only (Hies 
that they will kill.” 

With their victims, however, 
they were ruthless. Many of the 
victims were shot rather than 
stabbed, but after that they 
were treated according to the 
oldest Dayak traditions. Their 
heads were chopped off with the 
mandau, a traditional machete 
with a bone handle, forged out 
of local ore. Then their hearts 
were removed and eaten on 
the spot 

Possession by the teriu brings 
remarkable strength and en- 
durance, not just against knives 
and bullets. “These youngsters 
walked from here to Salatiga, 
several hours through the jun- 
gle, there and back,” says one 
priest. "They had nothing to eat 
or drink, not even water. The 
teriu scream and yell inside 
them, and when they come 
back, they have lost their voic- 
es. The spirit drinks blood, it has 
to be fed by blood, and they eat 


aks. The man who took It the heart directly with the idea 
t the day driving around the that it gives them power. Lungs 
ees photographing severed and the stomach have their 
heads and disembowelled own kind of power too, and if 
corpses. someone possessed by the teriu 

“This meeting,” he says, “was does not drink human blood, 
the first time I relr afraid. They then they have to kill a dtick- 
were all ready for war, and they en and use that” 
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If our cars should let you down, 
our free A A cover won't. 

Because we're the AA's preferred partner, you're 
fully covered 24 hours a day 365 days a year when you rent with us. 

Go for Euro pear */en? 

Car & van rental made clear. 

For reservations call Europcar on 0345 222525. 


Warriors at arms: Dayaks in full regalia performing a war dance (above) and polishing more conventional weapons (inset). 
In times of crisis, tribesmen traditionally pass the ‘Red Bowl 1 to other villages to muster fighters Photographs; Rex Features 


One Catholic priest, who has 
studied Dayak religion for many 
years, saw his parishioners re- 
turning with at least 20 heads in 
bags, and believes that there are 
many more still in hisvillage- 

“The heads are brought back 
and some kind of charm is per- 
formed. The head brings su- 
pernatural power and pro- 
tection to the family. Former- 
ly, people kept their heads in 
a special place in the long- 
house, but they can’t display 
them openly now. la some 
places, they were buried, but 
here 1 think that they’re hiding 
them, and continuing to offer 
prayers.” 

The local church displays a 
remarkable tolerance both for 
the animism of their parish- 
ioners, and even for the war 
on which they have embarked 
this year. 

Among those I interviewed — 
not just Dayaks, but Malays, ; 
Chinese, and Javanese - there 
was general agreement that 
Madurese transmigration and 
government discrimination 
have pushed Dayak communi- 
ties further than they can be ex- 
pected to tolerate. 

“It is very difficult to explain,” 
says one priest, "but the people 
involved in this war did not want 
iL Anyone will tell you that they 
are gentle people - even tf 
they killed, they are not killers 
and murderers. 

“They are ignored by the gov- 
ernment, they have no positions 
of political influence in their 
own country, they have no eco- 
nomic influence. All they have 
is the land where they have lived 
for thousands of years - and 
now the government is trying to 
expropriate it for transmigra- 
tion, timber or other commer- 
cial purposes.” 

“If you ask me if this is sin, 
it is not for me to say. I tefl them 
in church not to murder, and 
they understand, but this is dif- 
ferent somehow. It was not just 
the pangiima. There was no 
leader. These were not indi- 
vidual choices. It was a spon- 
taneous, collective act of self- 
defence. 

*A man once came to me and 
said, “Father, why do you pray 
so hard for things which never 
come true? When we pray to 
the evil spirits, our wishes are 
fulfilled”.” 
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The death of George ‘Haters” 
Chatham, safecracker, armed 
robber and cat burglar extraor- 
dinaire, marks the end of a 
criminal career which now 
seems as romantically archaic as 
that of Dick Turpin. 

Chatham was born in Ful- 
ham, south-west London, in 
1912 and aspired to a career as 
a professional footballer before 
professional crime staked its 
daim. Specialising in fins, works 
of art and jewellery, his 60-year 
career gleaned an estimated 
£100ra in pillage, not to men- 
tion 35 years’ imprisonment. 

In 1948, what was to prove a 
long-term relationship with the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
first blossomed when he stole 
the puke of Wellington’s cere- 
monial swords. These were en- 
crusted with emeralds and 

diamonds, and would be valued 

today in the region of £5m, but 
to liters they represented lit- 
tle more than stake money. He 
reputedly called a bet at a gam- 
ing table by prising a stone from 

the hilt of one of the weapons. 

In 1952 he moved into the 
world of armed robbery by be- 
coming part of the Eastcastle 
Street robbery team that cap- 
tured the nation's imagination 
and £287,000. The robbery is 
vividly described by its alleged 
mastermind Billy Hill in his 
ghosted autobiography. Boss 
of Britain’s Underworld (1955): 
As the mall-van, on iisway from Pad- 
dington, rnnied into Eastcastle Street 
bom cats shot out from each mews 
anmlianeousiy . . . Six men sprang out 
of the can . . . The three Post Office 
employees were struck over then- 
heads and left tying on the pavement 
... No robbery has ever ta fc er i place 
like it No robbery has ever been 
carried out with socta perfection, 
from split-second timing to the 
concealment of evidence. 


Despite an unprecedented 
Police investigation the rob- 
oeiy went unsolved, and 
Chatham's £15,000 share, over 
® <juarter of a million pounds by 
today’s prices, was quickly lost 
« the rigged tables of Hal’s 
gambling club, prompting the 
hapless punter to launch an un- 
successful sortie a gains t the 

gangster’s safe. 

Chatham, like many burglars 
of his era, despised gangsters 
who he considered to be 
“thieves’ ponces”, feeding upon 
the risks taken by thieves. He 
was an independent operator 
who, before his gambling habit 
drove him to foolhardy risk- 
teking, researched his targets via 
Burke’s Peerage , Country Life 
and the Tinier. He also cutttated 
informants such as insurance 
derks and blue-bloods with in- 
timate knowledge of the trea- 
sures of Belgravia, Mayfair and 
Regent’s Park. What his col- 
league Pieter Scott described as 
just George with a bit of wire 
and a knowledge of how to bend 
glass doors”, was often de- 
scribed by the media as an 
“international art gang”. Chat- 
ham was a relentless, skilled 
and fear! css thief, with a unique 
and educated eye for plunder. 

His victims included the Ma- 
harajah of Jaipur, Lady Bother- 
mere, Madame Prunier, and 
Raymond (“MrTeasy Wiasy”), 
the society hairdresser. Having 
targeted the then Countess of 
Dartmouth (later Raine Spen- 
cer), he fell four floors from her 
roof and spent six weeks in 
hospital, only to return to the 
fray swathed in plaster and 
bandages. 

Numerous shops fell victim to 
Chatham, including Bourne and 
Hollingsworth and Harvey Nich- 




Retentfess, shflled and fearless, with a unique and educated eye for plunder: Chatham, ritfit, on his way to prison Photograph: Hutton Getty 


ols, as well as countless furriers, 
jewellers and galleries. A Ma- 
tisse and a Renoir were included 
in his gallery swag, fetching re- 
spectively a mere £7,500 and 
£5,000, according to Peter Scott 
Chatham displayed contempt 
for the gentry and for the crim- 
inal justice system in equal 
measures. As he explained in 
Duncan Campbell's book The 
Underworld (1994): 

1 was a rebel against authority and I 
had no respect for the police. If I 
could outwit them in anyway, I would 
. . . They were usually very, very rich 
people,* millionaires. Some of them 
regarded it as a nice thing to talk 
about at dinner parlies. 


His 35-year association with 
his fellow thief and degenerate 
gambler Peter Scott lasted well 
into the 1980S, and as a gambler 
proved disastrous. In his sixties 
Chatham was caught stealing 
furs. At the age of 70, 34 years 
after the theft of the Welling- 
ton swords, he returned over 
the rooftops via scaffolding 
and in a blizzard to the 
V & A, before being forced by 
the blizzard to abandon the 
operation. 

Both solo and with Scott he 
was still attacking central Lon- 
don targets well into his seven- 
ties, yet at the age of 76 he 


George P. Livanos 


If there is ever a place on earth 
where the genetic blueprint for 
a successful shipowner rem ains 
in potent circulation it must be 
the village of Kardamyia on the 
north-eastern tip of Chios. 

Dug into rocky slopes, 
perched between the roughest 
waves of the Aegean and the 
thinnest strip of citrus groves, 
Kardamyla has been, since the 
1750s, a cradle for merchant 
seamen of ah sorts: captains, 
pirates, traders, mercenaries, 
shipowners, merchant bankers, 
independence fighters, all in 
the service of the Ottomans, of 
Catherine the Great, of 
Napoleon, of Italian or British 
venture capitalists and finally, 
from 1821 onwards, of them- 
selves. The family names are 
legion and Livanos has been 
one of the first and most well- 
known. 

George P. Livanos lived up 
to the family tradition in an 
exceptionally successful way, 
encompassing in his career 
most aspects of shipping and so- 
cial service. His acumen, in- 
dustry and authority will be 
missed on the international 
shipping scene. 

Bora m New Orleans in 1926, 
while his father captained a Li- 
vanos freighter, he assumed 
US citizenship and later served 
in the US Army during the Sec- 
ond World War (mostly in 
Japan) and also during the Ko- 
rean Whr. Both his parents 



Uvanos: stripping acumen 

Photo®aph: Lloyd’s Let 

died while he was an infant and 
he grew up in the care of his pa- 
ternal uncle Pantazis and aunt 
Irene. He attended Athens Col- 
lege, the prestigious Greek- 
Aznerican private school, which 
he supported throughout his life 
and served later as a member 
of its board of trustees. 

For Livanos Shipping was a 
family business with a long tra- 
dition of entreprerjeurism and 
of national and social service. In 
Livanos’s mind the two went 
hand in hand. He began his ca- 
reer in New York in the late 
1940s with the Liberty ships 
which the US government sold 
to shipowners in reparation for 
casualties suffered during the 
Second World Whr. The Livanos 
family firm were the recipients 
of several Liberties and traded 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

ORROM: MichaeL film director. 
Michael died 6 June. There will be a 
funeral and celebration of his life on 
Thursday 19 June at i2J0pm ai the 
Chilicm Crematorium, Amcnham. 
and afterwards at Rienoli Lodge. No 
flowers please but donations to the 
Parkinson's Disease Society. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, MenO' 
rjalluninji. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Mcmarbn) should be sent in writing to 
the Gazette Editor, The Independent, l 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf; London 
E14 5DL, telephoned to BI7I-293 20U 
1 24-boor answering machine 0171-293 
2012) or Eased to 0171-293 2010, and are 
charged at £650 a Ibae (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announcements (no- 
tices, fcmctioHS, Forthcoming marriages. 
Marriages) most be submitted in writ- 
ing for toed) and are charged at £10 a 
line, VAT extra. They should be acemn- 
paokd by a daytime telephone number. 


ROYAL engagements 





Birthdays 

The Duke of Edinburgh, 7b; Mr Bri- 
an Baldock, former deputy chairman. 
Guinness pfe, 63; Mr William Bair, 
former Rector, Exeter College. Ox- 
ford, 80; Mr Saul Bellow, author and 
Nobel prizewinner, 82; The Right 
Rev Leslie Brown, former Bishop of 
Si Edmundsbury and Ipswich, 85; Mr 
Gordon Burns, television producer 
and presenter, 55; Sir Bryan Car- 
dedge, former Principal of Ltnacrc 
College, Oxford. 66; Sir Christopher 
Colie n. former Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, 66: Mr Peter Crampton. MEP, 
65; Mr Robert Dewar, ambassador 
to Madagascar, 48; Sir Brinsley ford, 
former chairman. National Ait Col- 
lections Fund, 89; Sir Peter Gibson, 
a former Lord Justice of Appeal, 63; 
Mr Grah am Greene, publisher, 61; 
Sir William Gordon Harris, civil en- 
gineer, 85; Mr Guy Harwood, race- 
horse trainer, 58; Miss June Haver, 
actress. 70; Sir Arthur Hawkins, for- 
mer chairman. CEGB, 84; Dr PoDv 
HBL anthropologist. 83; Mr Lindsay 
Hoyle MP, 40; Mr Lionel Jefoies, ao- 
lor, 71; Mr Simon Jenkins, journal- 
ist, 54; Sir Geoffrey Otton. former 
senior civil servant. 70; Mr Thomas 
Pendzy MP, 63; Mr Maurice Se min l- 
w ri tcr and illustrator, 69; Mr Bill 

Waddingtan, actor and comedian, 81: 

Maj-Gen Michael Walsh, former 
Chief Scout, 70. 

Anniversaries 
Bfrths James Edward Stuart, the OH 
Pretender. 1688; James Short, opti- 
cian and astronomer, 1710; Clara 
AnftSKKM Ndveflo, soprano, 1818; 
Gustave Comber, painter, 1819; 
Sir Edwin Arnold, poet, 1832: 

Aligns! Oho, inventor of the 
four-stroke internal combustion en- 
gine, 1832; Andrf Derain, painter. 
5£- Frederick Loewc. compww. 
1901; Robert StiB,compo«i, 1910; 
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vik Hoch), newspaper proprietor. 


them profitably until the late 
1950s. They branched into 
tanker tannage and within a 
decade reached the status of a 
multinational shipping compa- 
ny with wet and dry tonnage, of- 
fices in New York. London. 
Piraeus and Monte Carlo and 
new building contracts in Japan. 
The crews remained Greek na- 
tionals throughout and all ves- 
sels flew the Greek flag. The 
company's single-handed con- 
tribution to the Greek econo- 
my, at times when Greece was 
rebuilding itself after a disas- 
trous civil war, was incalculable. 

Livanos married Fotini 
Caxras. daughter of John M. 
Carras, another Kardamylian 
shipowner of status. He and Fo- 
tini started tbeir life together in 
the United States and later 
moved to Greece, where they 
built a beautiful home on the 
outskirts of Athens, spending 
some time every summer on 
tbeir native island. 

In the early 1970s Livanos 
met the challenge of Third 
World trade and food supplies. 
Many African and Asian ports 
located on or up rivers re- 
quired shallow-drafted tonnage 
which could reach them effec- 
tively and without trans- 
shipment. The concept of the 
mini-bulker was conceived and 
successfully executed by Li- 
vanos. These were 1,800 to 
3,500 dead-weight ships suited 
for coastal navigation, run with 


1923. Deaths: Frederick I. Bar- 
barossa. Holy Roman Emperor, 
1190; Luis Vaz de Camdes. poeL 
1580; Louis- J ean- Framjois Lagrrnee. 
painter, 1805; .\ndre-Marie Am- 
pire, physicist, 1836; Cecil Gordon 
Lawson, landscape painter, 1882; 
Ernest Chausson, composer. 1899; 
Richard John Seddon, New Zealand 
statesman, at sea 1906; Pierre Loti 
tLouis-Marie-Julien Viaud), novel- 
ist and naval officer, 1923: Giacomo 
Matteotti, socialist leader, assassi- 
nated 1924; Antonio Gaudiy Comet, 
architect, 1926; Frederick Theodore 
Albert Delius, composer, 1934; Sir 
Robert Laird Borden, statesman. 
1937; Spencer Tracy, actor. 1967; 
Henry, Duke of Gloucester. 1974. On 
this, day. the Gist of the witches of 
Salem was hanged in Massachu- 
setts, 1 692; the Sot revolt of the Janis- 
saries in "IUrkey began. 1826: die first 
Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race 
was rowed, and was won by Oxford, 
1829; the Crystal Palace at Sydenham 
near London was officially opened. 
1854; Wigner’s opera Tristan imi Isol- 
de was first produced. Munich 
1865: Alcoholics Anonymous was 
founded in the United States by 
W illiam Wilson, a broker, and Dr 
Robert South, a physician, 1935; 
Italy declared war on Britain and 
France. 1940; Italy became a repub- 
lic, 1946: an earthquake in Northern 
Afghanistan (lasting eight days) 
caused over 2.000 deaths, 1956. 
Today is the Feast Day of St Bardo, 
St Boguoilus or Theophflus, St 
Gcmlius and his Companions, St 
lthamar and St Landericus or Landry 
QtParis. 

Lectures 

National Can oy Rachel Barnes, 
> Me 01 the Tire Uiy Van Gogh, 

™mis nearAinvrf-. I pm. 

and Albert Museum: Sharon 
Decoration in 

* c Garden", 230pm. 
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minimal crew and at small 
cost. The United Nations used 
(hem to great advantage in 
Bangladesh and India and a few 
of them are still in operation in 
China and the Far East. 

Being a tanker operator and 
a member of the board of the 
Internationa] Tanker Owners* 
Pollution Federation. Livanos 
became active in the protection 
of theenvironmenL in terms of 
improved designs of tankers, 
safe methods of dikbarge and 
loading and protective mea- 
sures on shore. As Chairman 
of the Environmental Com- 
mittee of the Union of Greek 
Shipowners he was instru- 
mental in the creation of the 
Hellenic Marine Environmen- 
tal Protection Association 
(Helmepa). 

In 1982 Helmepa was estab- 
lished under Greek and £U law 
with the voluntary participation 
of a large number of Greek- flag 
ships. This initiative created 
an international precedent for 
tanker owners to dean up after 
themselves. Sister organisations 
such as Turmepa (Turkey) 
and Cymepa (Cyprus) have 
been established and the 
Helmepa model has been used 
world-wide for shipping anti- 
polhition organisations. In 1991 
Livanos was named Helmepa s 
chairman for life. 

Livanos’s chief maritime con- 
cern was Seres Shipping and 
Ceres Hellenic Enterprises. 


Tate Gallery: Arabella Davies, “A 
Conservator Speaks: Portrait of an 
Unknown Lady by Cornelius John- 
son", lpm. 

British Museum: Paul Collins, “Susa 
and the Elamites", 1.15pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre. London 
Wl: Jens Arnfred. "Tegnesiuen 
Vandknmncn - , 6.30pm. 

Recorders 

The following have been appointed 
Recorders: 

Sowb Eastern draft: EiJsard Hmry Bailey; 
Jeremy Keftb Bobov Matjan-i Qrtxjruc BcL- 
font-South: Margaret Ruth Bum on: William 
Boyce: Belinda Min Bucknall OG Past 
OcmcnK Jonathan Lionel Cohen; Michael 
CenOrvyCcAnsOO Prnfcanr Rir* Frederick 
Cranston: Lincoln Santo Craw fnnfc Anthony 
James Cob tmm Edawib- Smart QC; OuiJw 
Richard George QC Anthony Mark David 
Hardocfc-Allan OC The Hon Philip Nigel 
Horen QC. Jonathan William Hira QC: Hov- 
>y Edgar Garfield Hodge: Michael AJce 
Hunter. Smart Lindsay haac* OC: William 
Jnbe Jones Laoc Nauna Kacfad KanuS; Knu 
Martin Jordan Lcwhoti QC John Wheeler 
Marrm QC Lord Meson QC: Paa Bam- 
bridge Morgan; The Hnn Ian JamesCiotion 
fcddic QC Stephen Robert to»le$ OC 
David James Kcnnk.% Philip Edward Bruno 
Marcus Rue IT; Nefll ALreUur Stewart: Nifd 
Sweeney; Potncfc John laltui QC; Nigel 
John Mnrtm Tcarc, Peter RihMuadak: Thorn- 
ion OC Ian Keith Richard Wilson; Rodenc 
Lood James Wood QC Western Craft: Pe- 
ter Gflmour Now Badge. James Edward , 
Bahai: Andre* Vnrran CTmbh; Anthony 
Martin Davies foul RidundGartnAQC Cap* I 
David Roger Humphrey: Peter Jeremy Hami)- i 
ton Ujwhrr, Andrew Robert Thomhill QC 


Appointments 

Mr Tun Craddock, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Estonia. 

Mr George Edgar; to be Ambassador 
lo the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

Mr Alan Bunt, lo be British High 
Comnusaoner to the Republic of Sin- 
gapore. 

Dr David Arthur Thomas QC (boa), 
to be an Honorary Bencher of Lin- 
coln's Inn. 

Mr Roger Kaye QC, Mr Nicholas 
puma QCimd Mr Michael Horowitz 
QC to be Benchers of Lincoln's Inn. 
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received six months for shop- 
lifting a piece of bone china 
from an elegant store (Harvey 
Nichols) from which decades 
earlier he had looted several 
hundred thousand pounds' 
worth of furs via the root 
It would be foolish to senti- 
mentalise a man whose life was 
dominated by the twin drives of 
plunder and chance. Yet there 
is much to be learnt from Talers 
Chatham’s life. About the ir- 
relevance of the criminal justice 
system as a deterrent, the make 
up of Britain's post-war crimi- 
nal and non-criminal elites, 
and most importantly the mu- 


tating c rimin al market-place 
that has ousted craftsmen and 
replaced them with venal, large- 
ly anonymous entrepreneurs. 

George Cha tham took his 
chances, lost a lot of his liber- 
ty and spent millions at the 
bookies and at the gaming 
tables. Unlike most thieves, 
the big prize did not elude 
him: be spent it several times 
over. 

Dick Hobbs 

George "Talers” Chatham, thief 
bom London 3 April 1912; mar- 
ried ( one daughter deceased); 
died London 5 June 1997. 


A statement issued by the 
Burmese government on the 
death of U Tin Shwe, a jailed 
member of Burma's National 
League for Democracy, said 
that he had been arrested *tot 
his involvement in the instiga- 
tion of civil unrest and for the 
attempt to form a parallel gov- 
ernment 71 . 

Tin Shwe was not actually an 
MP but he was a founder mem- 
ber of the NLD, and a member 
of its 14-strong “Intellectuals 
Group”, led by Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi. Known as “Monywa 
Tin Shwe* 7 , after his home town 
near Mandalay, he was a lawyer 
by profession, and made his 
name as a writer on Burmese 

IctW 

Tin Shwe was first sentenced 
in 1991, to seven years’ impris- 
onment In 1995 this was ex- 
tended for another 10 years. At 
the sarng time as the extension 
of his sentence, the NLD lead- 
ers U Kyi Mating and General 
Tin U were also given exten- 
sions of five years - but, u n li k e 
them. Tin Shwe was not re- 
leased early. 

The trigger for Tm Shwe’s ar- 
rest was a demonstration in 
Mandalay in August 1990, 
which he was said to have or- 
ganised. The demonstration 
was to mark the second an- 
niversary of the national strike 
which started on 8 August 1988, 
and which had tinned the 
“democracy movement” into a 
nationwide action which the 
Burmese government proved 
unable to contain except, even- 
tually. by military force. 

But the liming of the demon- 
stration in August 1990 had an- 
other, and more important, 
significance. On 27 May that 
year the NLD had won the 
Burmese general election by a 
landslide, taking mote than. 80 
per cent of the seats. There had 
then followed a long pause, as 
election results continued to 
come in from distant pans of the 
country, and everyone won- 


dered whether the raffitazy gov- 
ernment (the State Law and Or- - 
der Restoration Council, or . 
SLORC) would hand over pow- 
er to the NLD or not 
ftr neariytwo months, NLD . . 
leaders kept very quiet, deter- 
mined not to offer the SLORC 
any excuse to revoke the elec- 
tion result Some vetytentetive . 
approaches were made to the 
the military, but without re- 
sponse. By July, both within 
Burma and mternationaliy, 

many were asking why the NLD 

did not simply declare itself to 
be the new govennnem. The 
NLD eventually called a na- - 
tional conference on 27 July, at 
the Gandhi Hall in Rangoon. 
This meeting was held to ap- 
prove a document called' the 
Gandhi Declaration, which 
would call on the NLD execu- 
tive to form a parliament in ac- ■ 
cor dance with the. election 
result, without waiting for 
SLORC approval. One day be- 
fore the Gandhi Hall meeting, 
the military government acted 
to pre-empt the declaration, 
with a martial law order of its 
own which ruled illegal any 
qnflateral attempt to form agoy- - 
eminent - and prescribed heavy 
penalties on offenders. , 

The Mandalay demoostra- Qi 
don on 8 August came only 
about a week later, and was oat 
of the first of a series of out- 
breaks, which in Mandalay 
brought heavy involvement on 
the part of Buddhist clergy. 

Tin Shwe’s long prison sentence 
appears to reflect the amount 
of damage which the SLORC 
felt he had done to its credibil- 
ity. He was also regarded by 
them as one of the masterminds 
of the Gandhi Declaration itself 
- and thus a person who was 
safer kept out of circulation. * 
Ned Wbeeler 

Tin Shwe, lawyer, writer and po- 
litical campaigner, bom Mony- 
wa, Burma 1930; died Rangoon 
8 June 1997. 
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The former is a large shipping 
company: the latter manages the 
hydrofoil passenger ships 
known in Greece as “flying 
dolphins’ 1 which offer fast 
efficient transportation from 
Piraeus to several Aegean is- 
lands. Livanos bought these 
from the Soviet Union and pi- 
oneered their use in the Greek 
waters where they have proved 
a great success. Both companies 
are now controlled by his son, 
Peter. 

Livanos served the shipping 
industry in many important ca- 
pacities, including the American 
Bureau of Shipping (as Mem- 
ber Emeritus), Det Norske 
Veritas (Chairman, Greek 
Committee), Hellenic Mutual 
V/ar Risks Insurance Associa- 
tion (Director), Baltic and 
International Maritime Coun- 
cil (President), among others. 

He was particularly active in 
Greek- American relations and 
greatly contributed to the or- , 
ganisarion of the Greek com- I 
munity in New York and to the 
creation of cultural and politi- 
cal institutions that safeguard 
the identity of Greeks as an eth- 
nic minority in the United 
States. 

Michael Moscbos 

George Panayiotis Livanos, 
shipowner: bom New Orleans 8 
August 1926; married Fotini Car- 
ras f one sort, one daughter); 
died Athens 1 June 1997. 


No journalist could ever ask for 
a better start in life than George 
Short. In 16 years he taught 
hundreds of young people the 
elusive art of writing dear, com- 
pelling news stories and at the 
same time turned himself and his 
training courses at Reuters into 
the stuff of journalistic legend. 

Short could have taught an 
armchair to write well-turned, 
simple prose; he also bad a 
warm, generous personality and 
a sharp wit that made his stu- 
dents adore every minute they 
spent with him. Here he was, a 
great cuddly bear of a man, 
cracking jokes in his purring De- 
von accent, telling elaborate 
anecdotes about his colleagues 
or recalling past drinking binges: 
he seemed at odds with the dry, 
competitive world of news- 
agency journalism. Yet he put 
heart and soul into his work, his 
commitment to professional 
standards unwavering. 

One minute he would im- 
provise the part of an unforth- 
coming police spokesman for his 
students to interview, the next 
he would be standing with a 
stopwatch over the rows of old- 
fashioned manual typewriters 
be liked to use for his courses 
and zeroing in on his charges' 
woolly sentence structure or 
inaccurate sourcing. 

Many distinguished editors 
and foreign correspondents 
now working in the British and 
American media owe their best 


professional instincts in re- 
porting and writing to George 
Short. So, too, do the scores of 
journalists from Eastern Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa and Latin 
America who won places on his 
courses through the Reuter 
Foundation. 

Short’s background was as 
unpretentious as the man him- 
self. He left school at 16 and 
joined the Bideford Gazette as 
a junior reporter, before moving 
to London, first with the Asso- 
ciated Press and then with 
Reuters. In his mid-twenties he 
put himself through A-levels 
and took three years off work 
to graduate from the London 
School of Economics, taking 
part in the student protests of 
1968 with great gusto. 

He had an unusually event- 
ful period of national service in 



Short aft-night sessions 


Africa, at a time when half the 
continent was breaking free - 
from its colonial ties - an ex- 
perience that fuelled a glori- 
ously scabrous view of large 
bureaucracies, whether they be 
the militar y or large multina- 
tional companies lie Reuters. 

Short worked as a Reuters 
correspondent in New York, 
and as a political and business 
news reporter in London before 
starting his (raining programme 
in 1981. His teaching tech- 
niques became ever more in- 
novative, including mock video 
footage of a judicial hanging and . 
a reconstruction of an entire £ 
IMF/Worid Bank meeting. 

His colleagues and drinking 
pals couldn't wait to be asked 
to take part in these games, 
which were as engaging as they 
were educational. More often 
than not, they were followed by 
raucous all-night sessions 
with his students in pubs and 
restaurants all over London. 

One Armenian newspaper 
editor who went on a two-week 
course summed it up: “If you 
dip your brush into a bucket of 
paint and ny to portray the most 
colourful man in the British 
Isles, you will get, of course, 
Georgs Short” 

Andrew Gnmbel 

George Short, journalist: bom 
Toningion, Devon 24.- April 1939; 
monied f one son; marriage dis- 
solved); died London! June 1997. 


Allowance for deaf can include interpreter 


Cockbnrn » Chief Adjudication 
Officer; Secretary of State for 
Social Security v Fairey taka 
Halliday); House of Lords (Lord 
Goff of Chjevelcy. Lord Mustitl, 
Lord Slyno of Hadley .Lard Hope 
of Craighead, Lord Clyde) 

21 May 1997 

The provision of an interpreter 
to assist a totally deaf person 
in social activity could consti- 
tute attention which was rea- 
sonably required in connection 
with a bodily function, and thus 
be included in a claim for a dis- 
ability living allowance. Help 
given to an arthritic person with 
! extra laundry generated by her 
incontinence was not, howev- 
er; assistance required in con- 
nection with a bodily function 
and could not be included in 
a claim for an attendance 
allowance. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed the Secretary of Stale's 
appeal agains t the award of dis- 
ability living allowance to Re- 
becca Fairey, and. Lord SJynn 
dissenting, dismissed Gladys 
Cockbum’s appeal against 
the refusal to gram her an 
attendance allowance. 

Mis Cockburn suffered from 
arthritis and incontinence. A 
decision to grant her an atten- 
dance allowance under sec- 
tion 64(2)(a) of the Social 
Security Contributions and 
Benefits Act 1992 was reversed 
by a Social Security Commis- 
sioner. The Court of Appeal 
upheld the Commissioner’s 
decision. 


LAW REPORT 


10 June 1997 


Rebecca Fairey was born 
deaf. Her application for 
disability living allowance, in- 
cluding the use of an interpreter 
for social activities, under sec- 
tion 72(l)(b)(i) of the 1992 Act 
was granted by a Social Secu- 
rity Commissioner on appeal. 
The Court of Appeal dismissed 
the Secretary of State's appeal 
against ihe Commissioner’s 
decision. 

Michael Beloff QC and Richard 
McManus (Department of Social Se- 
curity Solicitor) for the Chief Adju- 
dication Officer and the Secretary of 
State: Richard Drabble QC and David 
Wolfe (Daiid Thomas) for Mrs 
Cockburn and Miss Fan in: 

Lord Slynn said that the ques- 
tion in foe two cases under con- 
sideration was the same: was 
the claimant so severely dis- 
abled physically that she re- 
quired from another person 
"frequent attention throughout 
the day in connection with 
[her] bodily functions"? 

The attention must he “rea- 
sonably’’ required: R v Secretary 
of Stale for Social Services, ex p 
Connolly [1986) 1 WLR 421. 
The issue m Miss Faircy's case 
was whether foat meant it had 
to be necessary in order to 
maintain life itself. 

On the question of principle 
his Lordship rejected the con- 
tention that the relevant at- 
tonlion must be essential or 


necessary for life, and not 
merely desirable. The test was 
whether the attention was rea- 
sonably required to enable the 
severely disabled person, as far 
as reasonably possible, to Jive 
a normal life. He was not to be 
confined to doing only the 
things which totally deaf (or 
blind) people could do and pro- 
vided with only such attention 
as kept hira alive in such a 
community. 

Th e yardstick of a “normal 
hfe was important it was a bet- 
ter approach than adopting 
the test as to whether some- 
thing was “essential" or "de- 
sirable". Social life could be 
part of normal life. It was not 
in any way unreasonable that 
the severely disabled person 
should wish to be involved in 
that despite his disability. 

How much attention, was 
reasonably required and how 
frequently were questions of 
act for the adjudicating officer. 
The Commissioner had not, 
however, erred in law and the 
majority of the Gouit of Appeal 
m ,aw 10 u PhoId 

Lord Hope said that the is- 
sue m Mrs Cockburn’s case was 
a narrow one. There was no dif- 
ficulty in seeing that she was so 
severely disabled physically 
that she required attention in 
connection with her bodily 
ftmctions. It was the frequent 


cy of that attention which was 
in issue. 

Mrs Cockbum’s problem 
was that, due to her arthritis, 
she could not cope with the 
consequences of her inconti- 
nence. It was not disputed that 
she needed assistance with the 
extra laundry which resulted 
from her incontinence. Plain- 
ly the services performed by her 
daughter on her behalf, in do- 
ing her washing, were impor- 
tant to her well-being. Could h, 
however, properly be said that 
they satisfied the statutory 
requirement for the daytime 
allowance? 

It was not enough to ask. 
whether the aa in question was 
done with the aim of keeping 
the disabled person clean and 
comfortable and in decent 
conditions. It also had to be 
^in connection with” the bod- 
ily functions of the person 
concerned. 

The fundamental problem 
which affected this part of Mrs 
Cockbum’s claim was that 
the help \riiich she received 
was not designed lo help her in 
the performance of her bodily 
functions. The washing was 
done, not in her presence, but 
elsewhere. The best that could 
be said was that the need for 
it was a consequence of her 
incontinence, but that was 
not enough to satisfy the 
terms of the statute. Her 
appeal would, therefore, be 
dismissed. 

Kate CTHankm, Barrister 
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only European country where nation- 
alism shapes political choice - look at 
Italy, or Spain, let alone the appeal of 
the far right in France. But there is no 
irredentist problem in Continental 
Europe to compare with the problem 


are rife Perha™ fh,- p 8 *®?? cnme electing a Sinn Fein representative, not 

tor a tt1s^deed ^r^P P , UbhCSe i eC - JUSt be « use Sinn ^PP°«s the 
its enthusiasm t -> rh C Fur ?f k:an In murder of Irish people, but because it 

politi- is a proto-fasdstparty. Bat does this 


cians overboard without entenainine 
high expectations of their successors' 
Makmg sense of the Irish election 
result is made difficult because of the 
operations of its particular brand of pro- 


low country people in a poor light by of the Irish land border. The Repub- 
electing a Sinn Fein representative, not lie’s politics are u unmodem” in that the 
just because Sinn Fein supports the mainstream parties are still rooted in 
murder of Irish people, but because it their 1920s identities; only the minor- 
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murder of Irish people, but because it 
is a proto-fasdst party. But does this 
mean Dublin now threatens to turn a 
little aside from Europe in favour of a 
wallow in atavistic nationalism? 

That would itself be an extreme 
judgement. Of course Ireland is not the 


ity parties such as the Progressive 
Democrats carry genes recognisably 
derived from the European left-right 
continuum. 

It would be wrong to interpret the 
result as much of a swing towards 
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republicanism - while noting the habit 
of Irish voters who otherwise despise 
the terrorists to wink at politicians who 
like to don the green and censure those 
(such as John Bruton) who attempt to 
reach out to their Irish fellow country- 
people in the Unionist community in 
the North. Post-election rhetoric from 
Mr Ahern has been Di-advised. lb try 
and make of the British and Irish gov- 
ernments respective “protectors’’ of the 
Unionist and Nationalist communities 
in Northern Ireland is simple-minded 
- except as an echo of tbe sort of lan- 
guage which played well in 1923. 

Ireland is a small country with a lim- 


belp persuade republican leaders of tbe 
virtues of democratic politics; the 
Americans are still around as brokers 
and instigators of peace. Hence 
Mr Ahern's enthusiasm for contacts 
with Sinn Fein, which antedate the elec- 
tion campaign, and will continue until 
he becomes prime minister; hence also 
his body language designed to show 
Sinn Fein he “cares" by distancing him- 
self from John Bruton’s overtures to 
tbe Unionists. 

There is, in truth, a lot of common 
ground between the Blair government 
and Dublin over pre-conditions for 
talks. No one is insisting on de-com- 
missioning; there have been goodwill 
gestures aplenty from the London end. 
What has the response been? Mo 


B y their drinks parties ye shall 
know them. The Tory Party is in 
such a state at the moment that 
it would not be altogether surprising if 
some backbench MPs did actually make 
their minds up on the basis of the plonk 
offered them at the respective candi- 
dates’ bashes. Peter Lilley may scarcely 
*“?■ b ul full marks for his extra brut. 
Michael Howard might have a touch of 
the night about him (*?Ann Widde- 
Jpmbe) but his Reuilly shines. As for 
Ken Clarke, yes, he did offer proletar- 
ian beer at his do. but only a man with 
his pulse on the Midlands would rustle 
up Home .Ales all the way from Not- 
tingham. Of course in this post-Nolan, 
post-Tatton age. Ton- MPs are not to be 
bought. But. as the old adage goes, a 
palate tickled is a vole nearly won. 
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Why Britain 
needs the 
Eurofighter 

p 

Sir: Polly Toynbee’s article “What 
defence toys really cost us” (9 
June) suggested that the 
Government was buying 
Eurofighter as a job-creation 
scheme and that there was no 
longer a need for a fighter aircraft. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

The British government is buying 
Eurofighter because, in an 
uncertain world where we face a 
variety of risks 10 British interests 
and where highly sophisticated 
combat aircraft are widely available, 
we need the flexible multi-role 
capability that Eurofighter will 
provide. Eurofighter will be able to’ 
contribute both 10 achieving air 
superioritv - crucial to the 
protection of our forces from air 
attack - and to ground-attack 
r operations. 

Contrary to what Polly Toynbee 
says, recent operations in both the 
Gulf and Bosnia have underlined 
the need for both these capabilities. 
Indeed, the avoidance of aerial 
combat in the Gulf War - far from 
assured at the outset - 
demonstrated just how successful 
coalition forces were in 
establishing air superiority. The 
extensive operational analysis that 
has been conducted has 
conclusively demonstrated that the 
multi-role capability of Eurofighter 
is by far the most cost-effective 
solution to our needs. 

It is, of course, true that 
Eurofighter will sustain many 
thousands of jobs and is crucial to 
the future of the UK and European 
aerospace industry. It is, however, 
being bought in order to provide 
ihe Royal Air Force with the 
equipment it needs to carry out the 
operational tasks required of iL 
GEORGE ROBERTSON 

SiwMiy of Stale 

Ministry of Defence 
London SW1 

Reforming macho 
police culture 

Sir- Your article describing the 
experiences of female police 
officers ("Safe in the long arms of 
Lhc law?". 5 June) makes homfic 
readin° but it seems that what 
KEHa ’ Wvnn Davies is reporting « 
SmelSng niorc than simplest 
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responsibility of investigating 
themselves. 

MICHAEL CASSIDY 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Sir It is apparent from your 
disturbing article lhat a police force 
which is guilty of so many acts of 
discrimination and sexual 
harassment against its female 

officers is in need of major 
reorganisation. It is essential that the 
police should sei high standards of 
behaviour, both to maintain morale 
rathe force and to win the respect of 

tbe public, especially as the last 

government greatly extended police 
powers in a way which seriously 

threatens our basic liberties. 

Although it is essentia! if liberty 
is to be preserved in this country 
that a proper constitution and a Bill 

of Rights should be introduced, we 
dearly require, oo the grounds of 
efficiency, a national police force to 
cope with serious crime and 
tenorisro and to ensure tagh 
ethical and educational standards. 
Having 43 separate police Torces 

prevents much-needed reforms. 

y A nationally organised pohee 

force would and should be 
responsible to a minister. Lc®d 
qu £gos cannot exercise sufficient 
JrnTOl over the “guardians of the 


hv pseudo-macno yowotm— 

DA^DJPOWELL 

WhUstabk, herd 

Sir You will be aware that two 
fndusfoal tribunal cases involving 
SuSSons of sexual Janament 
Sn the West Yorkshire Pbhce 
attracted mudi speculation 
Adverse comment. To redress 
“e Suce somewbal, I quote from 


the judgment in the case involving 
PC Brennan and PC Bridle. 

We are satisfied that from 1989 onwards 
the West Yorkshire Police has consis- 
tently followed a polity of presentation, 
education and training with regard to 
nailers of discrimination both racial and 
sexual ...West Yorkshire Police went to 
considerable lengths to ensure that any 
1 member of the force who might feel that 
; be or she was subject to discrimination, 
i whether racial or sexual, had an avenue 
I of complaint. Further il was made 
abundantly dear to officers lhat any such 
complaints would be treated most 
seriously. 

I would also take the opportunity 
to commend the courage shown by 
colleagues of ihe officers involved 
in this case who have testified in 
very trying and testing times. 

GREG WILKINSON. 

Assistant Chief Constable, Personnel 

Wist Yorkshire Police 

Wakefield 

Sir: Sexual victimisation is about 
power and numbers, Male teachers 
are not free from sadism, prejudice 
and testosterone but in 34 years 
teaching in mixed schools I was 
never aware of a complaint of 
victimisation by female staff. Why? 
Because women formed a powerful 
pressure group in every staff room, 
liiey often outnumbered the men: 
no head could afford to ignore 
their power and numbers. 

Both the police and ihe services 
made the mistake of introducing 
women into units in small numbers, 
instead of first flooding selected 
units with them. 

KEN CLARK 
Bedford 


Biotech patents 
hamper research 

Sin Your article “The mouse that 
roared” (4 June) exposes the tip of 
an iceberg that is floating 
ominously into European waters, 
but one that we still have an 
opportunity to redirect. 

The umbilical cord patent 
granted to Biocyte is one example 
of a growing trend by companies 
and universities now trying to 
patent cells, generic sequences, 
plants, animals and human body 
parts which will have far reaching 

implica ti ons. 

At least the patent granted to 
Biocyte Corporation can be 
challenged. However, if lhc 
directive on biotechnological 
inven lions which is currently being 
considered by the European 
Parliament has its way, then it will 
be much more difficult to challenge 
this sort of ruling. 

Monsanto has pa tented a soya 
bean seed lhat could in effect 
prevent other companies or NGOs 
working on soya bean seeds. 

Du Pom has patented the onco- 
mouse - an important 
breakthrough in cancer treatment - 
in such a way that all similar work 
on any mammals or rodents will be 
barred. 

Myriad Corporation have 
applied for a European patent on a 
linked breast and ovarian cancer 
susceptibility gene. This, if granted, 
would gain them control over all 
possible diagnostic and therapeutic 
applications of this gene. All cures 
for breast cancer would either have 
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to be licensed by Myriad or 
royalties made payable to them. 

The patent holder would have 
tbe power, for 20 years, to decide 
whether to allow further research 
and development, licensing the 
results. Or it would be able to deity 
tbe opportunity for any further 
work. 

This patenting of the essence of 
life itself must not be allowed to 
pass unchallenged. The European 
Commission’s proposals should be 
challenged by writing to MEPs. 
SAM CLARKE 
Oxford 

Sin Neither of the letters you 
printed (6 June) in response to 
“The mouse that roared” raised the 
matter of consent - particularly 
pertinent given the case of Diane 
Blood andher husband's sperm. 

I had a baby fast year and I am 
appalled to learn that tissue taken 
from my body was used to inflict 
suffering on laboratory animals 
without anyone considering that 1 
might like to have been consulted 
first. I am fully in favour of medical 
research ou human tissue, but not if 
it involves the suffering of other 
creatures. 

Even if umbilical material is 
argued to belong to the baby, who 
cannot make a decision, the issues 
raised are essentially the same as in 
the question of sperm removal 
from a dead man where prior 
consent has not been obtained. At 
the very least I should surely have 
been consulted as the child's legal 
guardian. 

JUDITH FOIDL 
Thdworthf Surrey 


Keep your tonsils 
if you can 

Sin Your article about lonsiflectotny 
(“When pain is hard to swallow", 

3 June) might benefit from an 
overview of the research evidence. 

For an operation that has been 
carried out for over 00 years 
there is pitifully little decent 
evidence that it is effective. There 
have been no studies which show 
that tonsillectomy reduces throat 
infection in children over 15 or in 
adults. Your article correctly 
identifies the one reasonably well- 
designed study which showed that 
children who had their tonsils out 
had fewer throat infections in the 
next two years. 

However, on average, the 
children had two fewer “moderate 
or severe” throat infections in the 
next two yearn. They did not take 
less time off school and children on 
average take one or two weeks off to 
recover from the operation, lo even 
be considered for tonsillectomy in 
this trial, children had to have 
suffered from seven fairly severe 
throat infections in one year, or five 
a year for two successive yearn or 
three a year for three successive 


years, bo ti you have had this many 
throat infections h might be worth 
having your tonsils out - if you can 
afford the time off school and you 
think that the operation is notas 
bad as two throat infections. 

Given the lack of evidence to 
support the enthusiasm with which 
ENT surgeons advocate this 
operation, it is difficult to agree 
with the suggestion that “the 
pendulum has swung too far”. 
TOM MARSHALL 
Specialist Registrar in Public Health 
Medicine 

Northamptonshire Health Authority 


Reasonable pay 
for paper-pushers 

Sir: Paul Barraclough's letter (9 
June) is wrong-headed. He makes 
the mistake of comparing the pay 
between his one civil servant and 
three private-sector sons in order 
to judge what is “reasonable”. 
Whether a job is reasonably paid 
depends on the nature of the jab. 

What do Whitehall civil servants 
do? Iftiisson is. as Mr Banadough 
describes him. a “senior" dvil 
servant, he must be earning 
something between £40,WK) and 
£60.000. This is for a job which (I 
speak from experience) largely 
involves sitting at a desk: checking 
drafts of junior officers' reports, 
letters and briefing: going to 
meetings; ploughing through reams 
of paper; defending policies you 
may or may not believe in; and, 
occasionally, having to calm down a 
bolshy senior colleague or minister. 
A first-el ass degree from Oxford, as 
Mr Barraclough implies, is helpful 
if all this is to be done efficiently 
and effectively. 

Take nurses, junior hospital 
doctors, agricultural workers, 
teachers, miners, sewerage workers 
and social workers. These are just 
some people employed in 
professions which involve a good 
deal more stress, effort and/or 
unpleasantness than being a 
Whitehall civil servant, for a good ^ 
deal less money. How “reasonable” 

is that? 

SIMON LAWTON SMITH 
London SE13 


Tories: a party 
or a think-tank? 

Sin There is a choice for the 
Conservative Party. Do they want a 
reasonable chance of winning the 
next election or do they warn no 
chance? 

Michael Howard, Peter Lilley 
and John Redwood will never 
appeal to enough of the electorate, 
whilst William Hague is both too 
like Major and too inexperienced. 
Ken Clarke, however, is widely 
admired in the UK both for his 
natural charm and for his time as 
Chancellor. He would be a 
refreshing and serious combatant to 
the flashy Tony Blair. Do the 
Conservatives care about power or 
are they content to let the party 
dissolve into right-wing think-tanks? 
TOM KENYON-SLANEY 
London W6 


Not hereditary 

Sin Your obituary of Ronnie Lane 
(6 June) said he was expecting to 
die from multiple sclerosis, as his 
mother had also suffered from MS. 
The MS Society and many MS 
experts stress that there is no proof 
that MS is hereditary. I hope this 
will comfort other descendants of 
MS sufferers. 

RS JAMES 
Lossiemouth. Moray 


At last, the cure 

Sir. I have been infested with 
“earworms” (Letters, 3,5,6,7 June) 
for years but recently I have found a 
cure. A particularly bad infestation, 
such as Barry Manilow’s “Copa 
Cabana” can be eradicated by 
singing in your head something else 
which is simple, say from your 
childhood. Mine is “1 Could Have 
Danced All Night”, but anything 
you know very well wifi do. Having 
cured the symptoms it should be 
easy to stop taking the medicine. 
ROBERT G BREW 
Worthing, lib/ Sussex 
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Albert Reynolds was a key figure in the 1994 IRA ceasefire. Now that his Fianna Fail party is set to retairn to 
whether as ^>eace envoy 5 he can bring about a peace process mark two, and (right) the role of Mary Robinson in a 
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by David 
McKittrick 


T he return to power 
in Dublin of rianna 
Fai! makes a 
renewed IRA cease- 

fire more likely, cer- 
tainly in theoiy and probably in 
practice. The word “probably’' 
is there because the inner work- 
ings of the IRA and Sinn Fein 
remain as mysterious as ever. 

No one really knows whether 
the republicans are ready to 
repeat the 1994 ceasefire exer- 
cise: the generality of their sup- 
porters certainly want and 
indeed expect it, but whether 
the FRA's military bosses are 
ready to give the word is more 
problematic The expected ele- 
vation of the Fi anna Fail leader 
Bertie Ahem to theposition of 
Taoiseach (prime minister) will 
certainly strengthen the case of 
those republicans who argue 
for peace. 

The southern Irish view of 
the northern Ireland peace 
process is a paradoxical one. 
During the election camp aign 
the issue featured hardly at all; 
when it comes to the north, the 
strongest ambition of most 
southerners, on the surface at 
least, is to hear no more of it 
Yet the southern electorate 
is very canny and highly polit- 
icised, voters there keeping a 
weather eye on what is going on 
in the ever-troubled north. 
Thus, when an opinion poll ' 
asked which of the parties 
would best handle the issue, 43 
per cent said Fianna Fail, as 
against only 22 per cent who 
opted for John Bruton’s Fine 
Gael. 

While there is no evidence 
that this judgement swung any 
appreciable number of votes, it 
may well have informed the 
views of ' those choosing 
between a Bruton-led or an 
Ahem- led administration. It 
certainly seems to suggest wide- 
spread support for the view that 
the last Fianna Fail-led gov- 
ernment, under Albert 
Reynolds, gets credit for help- 
ing to start the peace process. 
John Bruton, by contrast, 
scored low on the issue. 

Although the last ceasefire 
ended violently, with huge 
bombs at Canary Wharf and 
Manchester, the manifestos 
and campaign statements of 
all the major parties illustrated 
the almost universal assump- 
tion that the way ahead is 
through a peace process mark 
two. 

The election of a Sinn Fein 
TD to the DaiL, the first for 
many years and the first who 
will ever take his seat, is not 
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again? 




Freed from the 

straitjacket of 
Irish nationalism 


by Rob Brown 


A s the rival political par- 
ties in Dublin haggled 
for power in the Dail, 
the Irish President, Mary 
Robinson, took off to another 
Celtic land to project a more 
eddying image of the New 
Ireland which she has so attrac- 
tively and effectively symbol- 
ised during her seven years as 
head of state. 

The stateless nation of Scot- 
land might seem a strange 
place for her to spend three of 
her final days in office, but then 
Mrs Robinson's marvellous 
achievement on the diplomatic 
stage has been to escape from 
the straightjacket of nation 
.stateism and to inspire her 
compatriots to think of Ireland 
as an entity which stretches far 
beyond Erin's Me. 

As the political theorist 
Benedict Anderson has con- 
vincingly argued, nations are 

“imagined co mmuniti es"- The 
Irish community, which 
Mrs Robinson has imagina- 
tively represented since 1990, s 
not simply the 3 5 million souls 
living in the Republic, but the 
80 mflliou or so members of the 

global Irish diaspora, be they in 

Boston, Kiibum or Glasgow, 
where she will round off her 
Scottish sortie tomorrow. 

Mrs Robinson arrived in 
Scotland on Sunday, presiding 
at a special service to com- 
memorate the 1400th anniver- 
sary of the Death of 
St Columba, who sailed to the 
island of Iona to establish a 
monastic base and lay dawn the 
roots of the Christian church in 
Scotland She made her own 
pilgrimage in a helicopter 
rather than a coracle, telling 
fellow worshippers that 
St Columba “reminds us of 
how old the links are between 
Ireland and Scotland". 

But the focus of her visit Is on 
the future as much as the 
ancient past Yesterday, open- 
ing an exhibition on St Columba 
in Stornoway on the equally 
windswept western isle of 
Lewis, she launched an initia- 
tive to promote closer links 
between the people of Ireland 
and Scotland based on their 
shared Gaelic heritage. Her 
announcement was welcomed 
by the Scottish Office minister, 
Brian Wilson, who has long 
championed the Gaelic lan- 
guage cause in the pages of the 
West Highland Free Press. 

But Mr Wilson would like to 
keep the Celtic connections 
limited to the cultural and 
sporting spheres. Having been 
one of the last in the Scottish 
Labour Party to reconcile him- 
self to the party’s policy of 
devolution - largely for career 
advancement reasons - he 
would devest it if Scotland ever 
broke away from the British 
state as Southern Ireland did 
75 years ago. 

Indeed, when he wrote a col- 


Hands across the divide: Gerry Adams and Albert Reynolds, at talks held in 1994 
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viewed as a sign of any new mil- 
itancy or appetite for conflict. 
Instead, thus rise in the Sinn 
Fein vote can be taken as a sign 
of increasing public approval of 
the republican refrain that they 
want peace. In other words, by 
the same process which recently 
increased Sinn Fein’s vote in 
the north, some voters are 
becoming less scared of Sinn 
Fein and more trusting in their 
bona fides in the south. 

The voters and the parties 


want a speedy and genuine 
IRA ceasefire, followed by Sinn 


IRA ceasefire, followed by Sinn 
Fein entry into talks, followed 


Fein entry into talks, followed 
by the hammering out of a new 
settlement. That settlement 
must have something for every- 
one, since if it does not. vio- 
lence will erupt again at a later 
date. 

While this was John Bruton's 
approach as Tkoiseach. it seems 
that be lost marks on several 
points. The peace process 


involved the republican move- 
ment, the SDLP and Fianna 
Fail but not Fine Gael: as such 
Bruton had no proprietorial 
feelings towards it, and a fair 
number of instinctive caveats. 

To this lack of empathy was 
added an alleged inconsistency 
of approach. Bruton changed 
his mind at a number of key 
points, and in doing so allevi- 
ated the pressure on London to 
keep the process moving. Both 
northern and southern nation- 
alists had become accustomed 
to a pattern of John Hume and 
Albert Reynold maintaining 
conslant pressure on John 
Major. Under Bruton this chain 
was broken. 

Brutons style was to seek a 
consensus with Major and with 
David Trimble's Ulster Union- 
ists. Here was the crucial dif- 
ference; Reynolds threw every- 
thing into achieving and 
maintaining an IRA ceasefire. 


figuring that agreement with 
Unionists would have to wail, 
and would in any event become 


Dail (Parliament), as a sort of 
peace envoy with a role in 
rebuilding 3 peace process. This 


easier to achieve once the IRA's would probably be welcomed 


guns were silenced. 

But Bruton's aitempts to 
reach out to Unionist parties 


by republicans, who never 
worked well with Bruton but 
remember Reynolds as a prag- 


dissipated the sharp focus of rnatist who was prepared to do 
Dublin’s policy and. in part business with them. 


because of this, the ceasefire 
collapsed. Furthermore, his 
gestures towards Unionists 
were not reciprocated. Serious 
clashes during the 
marches at Drum- 
cree and other £ I 

events illustrated *7 

that Unionism was 1131101 
in any case moving nnr t 
to the right rather ■■Mil 
than thinking in SOIltll 
terms of reconcili- 


6 Most 
nationalists, 
north and 
south, want 


But another ceasefire may 
not come easily. Even with 
Reynolds fully on board the 
process last time around, the 
1994 ceasefire 
took years to bring 
OSt about. ft was pre- 
ceded by setbacks 
lllStS, and outbreaks of 
and violence which on 
emu several occasions 
want brought Reynolds 
and others 


have badly dented the hope 
that the path to a new ceasefire 
could be relatively smooth. The 
lesson of 1994 is that the per- 
sistence of violent acts does not 
necessarily mean that a cease- 
fire is not’ in the offing; but it 
does mean that people may die 
in the meantime. 

The republicans can be in no 
doubt, however, that the south- 
ern consensus in favour of 
inclusive negotiations arises 
from the belief that Sinn Fein 
wants to enter politics, aad 
does not spring from any readi- 
ness to embrace a new toler- 
ation of violence. The vast 
majority of nationalists, both 
north and south, want a new 
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vision of himself as n fQC 

Thoiseach of every- r 

one in Ireland, 
nationalist and 
Unionist alike, was rebuffed by 
Unionists, most of whom do 
not consider themselves Irish at 
all. 

The relationship between 
Unionists and Fianna Fail has 
traditionally been so cool as to 
be arctic, and there is little 
prospect of a major thaw in the 
short term. The signs are that 


process 9 


!SS 9 despair. 

It could be the 
mm same again. When 

republicans asked 
for direct contacts with the 
British government, Tony Blair 
agreed, and Martin McGuin- 
ness twice met officials. The 
republican conditions for a new 
ceasefire, which include auto- 
matic entry into negotiations 
and the dropping of any idea of 
prior decommissioning of 
weapons, are sensitive issues, 




Ahern wili follow the Reynolds yet the difficulties they pose are 
example and concentrate pri- not insuperable. 


manly on achieving a new IRA But the two meetings were 
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ceasefire, leaving until a later followed by two IRA bombing 
date any building of bridges to attempts which unexpectedly 
Unionism. ended an undeclared seven- 


Ahem has spoken of week ceasefire. No one was 
appointing Reynolds, who has killed, but the intent was clearly 


peace process, not a new war 
process. 

But whatever is going oa 
within republicanism, the out- 
come of the southern election 
is another pointer in the direc- 
tion of a ceasefire. The IRA 
and Sinn Fein will not move 
until they are certain that any 
cessation will lead to negotia- 
tions, but most of the jigsaw is 
now in place. 

Fianna Fail is coming back 
in; the Americans remain well 
disposed; Labour’s big major- 
ity means the Unionists have 
lost their annlock on London; 
Sinn Fein is thriving, on a peace 
ticket; and a strong new British 
government is in place. Even on 
their own terms, republicans 
are fast running out of reasons 
for not laying down Lheir guns. 
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just been re-elected to the new murderous, and the attacks 


The writer is The Independent ' 
Ireland correspondent. 


iimn in Glasgow’s Herald news- 
paper, Mr. Wilson used to warn 
his fellow Scots that if they 
went down the separatist road 
their country would end up an 
economic basket case like Eire. 
He has ceased to peddle that 
argument in recent times as 
Ireland’s “Celtic Tiger" econ- 
omy has roared ahead, of the 
rest of Europe. 

Ireland is now cited as an 
inspiring example of Indepen- , 
dence in Europe by the Scot- 
tish National Party, whose 
leader Alex S almond never 
misses an opportunity these 


days to rhapsodise about the 
Republic. This represents a 


Republic. This represents a 
major shift for the SNP, which 
used to point to the prosperous 
and socially cohesive Scandi- 
navian countries as model 
mini-states which Scotland 
should seek to emulate. 

Mr Salraond wrote recently 



Robinson: a world view 

Maxwell Picture Agency 


in the Irish Tones: “In Scotland 
we can only envy 'Ireland’s 
access to Europe’s ;top table, 
just as we - can only envy 
Ireland's international visibility 
in tourism and investment -not 
to mention the self-respect 
which go with it." v- 

Ireland’s constitutional sta- *■ 
tus calmly contributes to its 
current national vibrancy. 
Mrs Robinson acknowledged 
this on Sunday, telling the Iona 
worshippers; “In Ireland at the 
moment it is a very creative 
time, partly I think because we 
feel enhanced and reinforced 
ty our membership of the EU.” 

But Mrs Robinson would 
never publicly urge the Scots to 
opt for independence in 
Europe like the Irish. Don’t 
ever expect her to declare in 
DeGaullian fashion: “Vive 
lEcosse fibre!" not just because 
she doesn't want to provoke a 
diplomatic storm between 
Dublin and London, but 
because the President of 
Ireland is, essentially, a post- 
nationalist 

That enviable outlook is 
simply not available to stateless 
Scotland, which slept through £ 
the springtime of nations to 
share in the fruits of the British 
Empire and is struggling to find 
a post-imperial role. 
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/ /"▼* ”\ictwe, if you can. a 

* winkle... 

( Funny start! 
peculiar, quite.) 

Picture, if you can, a 
winkle, 

Marching bravely through 
the night. 

Friendless, homeless, 
homeless, friendless. 

Friendless, yes, and 
homeless too. 

Picture, if you can, a 
winkle. 

Marv Christmas! Same to 


knew? Er. know, 
litoe is me and woe is you. 
And woe is all of us. 1 
think. 

/ hate woe tuiless it's cod's 


Let s adjourn and have a 
drink . " 

What is this all about? Ill 


tell you. Years ago, I loved 
ray father’s old 78s of Arthi 
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you. 

The above bit of verse has 
been running through my 
mind for the last few days, 
and l didn't sec why I should 
be the only one to suffer, so I 
am bringing it to you today. 

It may, as far as I* know, be 
the only poem about winkles 
in English. Not about 
shellfish: we already have 
“The Walrus and the 
Carpenter", about oysters. 

Care for some more? The 
□ext bit is not about winkles, 
or indeed, about anything. 

“Can you ...? No. perhaps 
you can't. 

The question ‘s not n fair 
one, too. 

You don't know the 
circumstances. 

So of course how could \vu 


ray father’s old 78s of Arthur 
Askey songs. There is a man 
called Michael Comber who 
lives in Preston and sends 
out lists of 78s for sale. Not 
long ago I noticed one on his 
list which was called “The 
Quest" by Arthur Askey. 
which I had never heard of. 
so I sent off for iL But it 
wasn't a song at all. It was a 
dramatic recitation about a 
winkle. 

Here’s another bit. 

“Picture, if you can, a 
winkle 

With a face like New K'ar';? 
Eve. 

Clean and shiny, most 
pathetic. 

Here’s a loofah - came on. 
Steve ! 

Days may come and davs 
maygo. 

But where they go is hunt to 
telL 

Where they come from we 
don 7 know, 



Miles 

Kington 


The days themselves don V 
know as well . " 

This wonderful nonsense 
is well in the tradition of 
Lewis Carroll and Edward 
Lear, but, of course, as it is 
on an Arthur Askey record, 
and not written by "a well- 
known writer. you will not 
find it in any anthology. It is, 
in facL, written by Kenneth 
Blain. I once asked my old 
friend Brian Blain, who 
works for the Musician’s 
Union and knows everything 
about musicians, what he 
could tell me about Kenneth 
Blain, and he said: “Nothin* " 


Let's have a bit more. 

“ Picture , if you possibly 
can, a winkle... 

That last line seems wrong 
to me. 

It should be.’ Picture, if von 
cart, a winkle. 

That’s much better. Pardon 
me! 

Watch the little children 
freezing! 

Keep on watching them, I 
say. 

If you don l the little brats 

will pinch your coal and 
run away.” 

What’s wonderful about 
all this is that within living 
memory a well-known record 
company (His Master’s 
Voice) had the confidence to 
put out a whole side of a 
man just reciting. 
“Unaccompanied talking" it 
says on the label. In those’ 
days people had novelty 
records and spoken records 
and doggerel records and 
Stanley Holloway. When was 
Ine last tune anyone put out 
anything like that? Today we 
are all so cowed by the 
dreary dictatorship of rock 
and pop music that nobody 
dares do anything different. 

In the wilds of Piccadilly 

Dwells a maid with 
downcast eve. 


She is dying of croup and 
sunstroke. 

You don V care? No, nor do L 

There's a candle on die 
table. 

Slowly burning down, you 
see. 

Look, it ‘s out! But where's 
the flame gone? 

What’s the point of asking 
me? 

Picture, if you can, a 
winkle. 

In December's biting breeze. 

Singing carols at the 
grocer’s, 

Accompanied by the Stilton 
cheese 

Lonely, oh dear dear, how 
lonely. 

Tightly caught in hunger's 
net 

WTiy so lonely, little winkle. 

Mother’s gone to have a 
wet!” 

1 think that must mean, 
“have a drink". And so to the 
final, philosophical verse. 

“Dwell upon Ms sad 


He who once was blithe 

For, you know, each one of 
us. 

May be a winkle one fine 
day. ” 

Thank you for listening. 
Back to reality tomorrow. 
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the commentators 


Clarke makes most 
sense, but the Tories 
aren’t being sensible 


Puppy power 
for the Nineties 


S uddenly, Ken Clarke has 
become, a man to beat. 

Suddenly, from being a 
rank outsider he is now Lad- 
broke s odds on favourite at 5- 
2 to win the Tory leadership 
contest Suddenly, the question 
about how he will do in today's 
Orel ballot is not whether he 
win do well, but whether he is • 
ahead of his rivals. Suddenly, it 
looks as if the bedraggled, 
demoralised constituency offi- 
ceis out in the country think 
Clarke offers the best chance of DOV 

recovering from their biggest _ 

disaster in nearly a century. m3CII 

_ The problem, as Clarke and 
his supporters know best, is 
that none of this, least, of all 
Ladbroke's odds, is a reliable Ti- « 

guide to the final outcome. It is ^ 

a contest in which the electorate rtAV ,i. 

routinely lie about their voting LUIIU 

intentions (and sometimes 1 _ • 

about their votes after they WillC 
have cast them) to the candi- 
dates, to their party constil- GlGCt 
ucncy chairmen, and to each 
other. The party at large has no TfilltlT 

formal say in the process. '-/iauix. 
Indeed, itVa peculiar feature of oKnirf 
this contest that so much atten- clUUUl 

lion is being lavished on the x 

vexed question of who will come VOL 

third in today's ballot. One • , 

assumption is that Clarke will llltGI 
come first, Wiliam Hague sec- 
ond. and either Michael How- 
ard or Peter Lilley third Dis- 
count speculation that either 
Lilley or Howard would carry 
on if they came fourth. The 
most probable of several plausible scenarios is 
that whoever comes fourth will drop out and 
back the man in third place. And that the sec- 
ond ballot next Tuesday will be a contest 
between Clarke, Hague and Howard or Lilley. 
All sortsof permutations then follow. And not 
all of these ensure that Clarke, bookmakers' 
favourite or not, will even make the final bal- 
lot. Hague v Howard, Hague v Lilley are con- 
tests which conspicuously fail to offer a remotely 
credible answer to the question of what went 
wrong on 1 May. But they could still happen. 

Which it’s why it’s still worth repeating why 
Clarke not only can but should win. Leave 
aside for a moment that the opinion polls put 
Ken Clarke far ahead of his rivals among the 
electorate. Or lhai he is one of the few minis- 
ters from the previous government with a 
record which helped rather hindered its elec- 
toral fortunes. Or that he could be as much of 
a danger outside a shadow cabinet as he would 
be an asset leading it Or that during John 
Major's agonies after Black Wednesday but 
before the Tories started to self-destruct in 
earnest over Europe he was widely seen as the 
only credible alternative Prime Minister. Or 
thai because of his freedom from ideological 
fundamentalism he is the only contender 
capable of landing blows against Labour - for 
example when the going gets rough on NHS 
spending. (Try and imagine any of that from 
Peter Lilley or Michael Howard.) Or that the 
Tory party could yet be sleepwalking towards 
exactly the same mistake Labour made when 
it decided to ignore the wider electorate, pun- 
ished Denis Healey for angering large sections 


Donald 

Macintyre 

It is a 
contest in 
which the 
electorate 
routinely lie 
about their 
voting 
intentions 


of the party in the run-up to an 
election defeat, and chose 
Michael Fool Let's consider 
the supposed reasons for no/ 
picking Clarke instead. 

In fact there is only one - 
Europe. It isn't as if Clarke's 
record as a Cabinet minister 
throughout the Thatcher/ Major 
years is anything but a qualifi- 
cation for the job. Consider for 
a moment this job reference - 
from someone who certainly 
isaltffl thought of him as a possible 

ltaiu future leader in the 1980s: “He 

itvrp was an exlre ®eJy effective 

* 1 c Health minister, tough in deal- 
ing with vested interests and 
trade unions, direct and per- 
suasive in his exposition of gov- 
g Q eminent policy ...In the face of 

the campaign of misinfonna- 
tgf iri tion, Ken Garke was the best 
possible advocate we could 
« have.” That was written by 

1 Laic Margaret Thatcher when she 

■Wof n had every reason 10 be bitter 
JL ate that Garke bad been promi- 
1 , • nent among ministers warning 

ely lie her she couldn’t win in 1990. 

y . The reason, of course, that 

theiT* [ he author of that encomium 

will do what she can to rally the 
ITlCr anti-Garke forces later this 

11 week is that she doesn't trust 
him on Europe. And that is 
lions surely to miss how far the argu- 

ment has moved on. For the 
forces ranged against Garke in 
the leadership contest are miss- 
ing something import an L 
Michael Howard, for all his 
image problems the most driven 
of the rivals, prophesied before the election that 
the Amsterdam IGC next week would be the 
be ginnin g of the end of the nation state. It won’t 
be. It looks like producing a deal which 
enshrines Britain’s light to border controls, sac- 
rifices no sovereignty on foreign policy and 
probably makes some gains on fishing as welL 
But Howard and his fellow Eurosceptics have 
also been envisaging a post-millennium elec- 
tion in which they argue for renegotiation of 
Britain’s EU membership and Tony Blair has 
signed up, hook tine and sinker, to EU feder- 
ation. It is not simply that the doubts now cloud- 
ing EMU formation in Bonn and Paris have 
worked in Garke’s interests because they 
make either a delay, or a fudge which he can 
credibly oppose, much more likely. Clarke’s 
election might make EMU entry less rather 
than more likely since his opposition, precisely 
because it wouldn’t be ideological, would be 
taken all the more seriously. If s also that Tony 
Blair’s approach to Europe, enshrined in last 
week's Mahno speech, and bristling with tough 
talk about labour market flexibility and global 
competitiveness undermine, perhaps fatally, 
the idea that the Ibries reason for living in this 
parliament will be to protect the nation state 
from Brussels. 

As it happens the best third ballot contest 
would be a cathartic high noon between 
Howard and Garke. Short of course of another 
solution - that Garke wins outright in today’s 
first ballot But then the one safe prediction 
is that this won’t happen. Not for the first time 
in the Tory party, rite most sensible outcome 
is also the most implausible. 


I like the Spice Girls. My 
daughter is sold five 
eager role models and 
the idea that female 
independence makes 
you rich. Nice. 1 like her other 
current obsession too: the Vir- 
tual Pet which wakes her at 
seven doing virtual poos. “I 
can’t believe anyone wants such 
a simple computer game,” said 
her friend's older brother in 
contempt But I like it Down 
the years I have enjoyed My 
Little Pony and Puppy in My 
Pocket as well: a host of plas- 
tic in subtly different shapes, 
and I knew all their names and 
personalities. 

These Ponies and Puppies 
wrote their own magazine. 
Puppy in My Pocket magazine 
was more detailed. (Gemma 
ran “PuppyvilJe’s Problem 


Let the people speak 

The Prime Minister’s public question sessions must be spin-free 


O n Friday, somewhere in the Mid- 
lands. the Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, is going to lake questions 
f 1 from the public for 90 minutes. The sub- 
9 jeci will be crime and among the audience 
will be experts as well as ordinary people. 
The exercise will be repeated at monthly 
intervals with different subjects and vaiy- 

ir ii'faimportam to get ttohjghtya^- 

icani innovation absolutely right The first 
S to remember is that, as the taxpayer 
k financing the exercise, it is a government 

a blessed relief from any recital of what lb 
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During 90 entire nation 
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education, occupation, income etc. 

There may be a temptation to invite only 
people having a direct experience of the 
chosen subject. That would be a distortion. 
The formula should be to bring together 
an audience that is representative of the 
country as a whole plus a few experts. In 
addition a neuLral chairman or chair- 
woman should make sure that the Prime 
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Minister does not stray into party point 
Spring and should select the qnm 
Undoubtedly ordinary PfP 1 ? 
oolitidans better questions, when they 
S the chance, than do journahsts an a 
Sess conference or members of Parha- 
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^lLMpSs conferences, political jour- 
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eral public would ask; these are considered 
naive or boring because the answer is 
already known. . 

Instead they are much more interested 
to discover, to take a recent example, 
whether the Cabinet Secretary did in fact 
successfully veto Mr Blair’s plans ro 
appoint the person who was his chief of 
staff in opposition as his private secretary 
in Downing Street - somebody who hap- 
pens to be the brother of a former aide to 
Lady Thatcher. Big deal! 

I can well believe the Downing Street 
briefing carried in the weekend newspa- 
pers which revealed that “Tony feels the 
toughest questions be got in the election 
weren’t from MPs or journalists, but from 
ordinary people with real concerns about 
things like health, education and crime”. 
During Lady Thatcher’s last election as 
Prime Minister, the worst discomfort she 
suffered came from an exchange with a 
radio listener during a phone-in on the 
subject of the sinking of the Belgrano dur- 
ing the FhlkJands war. 

The Tbry reaction to Mr Blair’s initiative 
is incomprehension. The Conservatives can 
only conceive the exercise of democracy as 
rating place in the House of Commons 
where tee party whips control MPs’ votes. 
Thus Sir Archibald Hamilton, chauman of 
the 1922 committee of Conservative MPS, 
comments with heavy sarcasm that “it 

seems to have escaped Mr Blair’s notice that 
in the British democracy he is supposed to 
be held to account by elected MPs ... it is 
extraordinary behaviour when you consider 
their huge majority ... why is Labour so wor- 
ried about facing Parliament?” 

I see the matter differently. Nothing in the 
notion of regular question and answer ses- 
sions with the public detracts one jot from 
the power of Parliament. Moreover, the 
more the Government connects with ordi- 
nary people, the better it wilJ govern. 
Mr Bkrir will have much to learn from his 
audience's questions and their reactions to 
his replies. These new monthly forums have 
great potential Nothing should be barred. 
Let there shortly be sessons on Northern 

Ireland and on Europe. Best of all would be 
if the Prime Minister adopted a tone which 
was more thinking aloud than pat answers 
and that the audience encouraged this. 


by Ruth Padel 
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Page”, Fin had Op Ed) but 
both had the same formula. 
SeveraL say five, individualised 
females: posh, wacky, gentle, 
sporty, baby. Every little girl 
had a favourite. Cute females, 
having fun together. Puppy 
Power. Pony Solidarity. 

For those who don't know, 
this is the Spice formula too, 
but targeting a broader audi- 
ence. Not many bishops have a 
favourite Puppy in Their 
Pocket, but most know the 
Spice Girls' names and admit- 
ted, in a recent survey, to a 
favourite. 

Like the Puppies, the Spice 
Girls have written a magazine. 
When it comes out it will be 
called Girl flower, will be “writ- 
ten by the Spice Girls, just for 
you”, and will promote the 
“total control" which “new Girl 
Power" gives you. (Bishops will 
find a year’s subscription sets 
them back £10.) Their mag is 
advertised on the back of their 
book, also called Girl Power 
“written by all of us, especially 
for all of you”. I was fine with 
Gemma and Fifi but I feel a bit 
bolshy about this book. Accord- 
ing to Emm a Daly’s expose in 
this week’s Punch, it is ghost- 
written by the male music 
writer Howard Johnson, who 
was appointed to this daunting 
task by another man, the girls’ 
manager, Simon Fuller. So 
here's a book, ghostwritten by 
a man, which contains (in 
Puppyvflle pink) words lie 
“We can give feminism a kick 
up the arse: women can be so 
powerful when they show soli- 
darity”, beside a shot of The 
Girls on a bed, eyes closed, 
mouths parted, hands twining 
crotchwards, whose image of 
female solidarity is crafted to 
appeal to the darker side of any 
bishop. The Girls' male photo- 
grapher, Ray Bunniston, 
wouldn’t talk to Punch. 
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POWER! 

Ponies and Puppies wrote their own 
magazines, with the same formula: five 
females, and every little girl had a favourite 


My daughter knows a few 
people who write books. Does 
she believe this was written by 
girls who are managed, pho- 
tographed and promoted by 
men? 

“I know they wrote some of 
it- They say, ’Anything we do for 
you is always totally honesL' ” 
"Did Gemma and Fifi" (oh 
heartless mum) “write Puppy in 
My Pocket magazine?” 

“That’s different , these girls 
are real. They’re not just mod- 
els who sing!” 

“That’s exactly what ... ” 
“No, I mean they’re not ven- 
triloquists' dummies.. They 


exist!” I don't mind virtual dog- 
gie shit while I deal with the 
real thing. I know she knows 
the difference. But the ingre- 
dients of “Girl Power” pro- 
moted by the men who run 
Spice are female independence; 
solidarity and creativity. Whar’s 
“real" here? Female solidarity? 
The Girls “just laughed" when 
their male radio promoter 
asked wouldn't they prefer a 
woman to promote them. Spice 
was created by men and is run 
by men: the independence 
seems pretty virtual. What 
about creativity - and not only 
on their book and magazine?' 


The book goes through their 
lyrics blow by cuddly blow. “We 
wrote this when ...” “Writing 
for other artists is very import 
tanL It’s the one thing we want 
to do.” (Really?) "When we 
write a song we have a huge 
pad and just write down ideas. 
We end up with a big page of 
phrases and words and put 
them all together”. 

That word "jusT crops up a 
lot giving the authentic 
Puppyville flavour of artless 
you-can-do-it-too-ery. It gets 
applied to the creative process 
without mention of music (“I've 
cried to play the piano a million 


times but I've got a really short 
attention span”) or of the male 
^ngwriiers who “co-write” the 
songs. Such as Eliot Kennedy 
who co- wrote “Say You'll Be 
There”. Nick Varley had a go at 
this co-writing stuff in last 
week's Guardian. The well- 
established songwriting duo 
involved in “Wannabe", 
"Mama” and “2 Become 1” is 
Richard Stannard (who also 
produced these songs) with 
Mathew Rowcbottom. If five 
girls are making big money 
doing what men say and singing 
songs men produce, fine. But 
the last thing this is. is new. 
“Plastic Girl Power here wc 
come/Right back where we 
started from” ... 

What's new is how essential 
the appearance of creativity is. 
"Creatively, I love lyrics,” says 
their book. “Spice Girls are 
about freedom of expression . " 
“Wc wrote ‘Mama' when 1 was 
going through a bad phase with 
my mum." But Richard Stan- 
nard's name is in the credit too: 
might his experience not come 
inio a song ne “helped" write? 
To take the unlikeliest scenario 
1 can think of (just fantasy, of 
course j: if 1 said. “Suppose 
Richard Stannard wrote 
'Mama' for his own mum three 
years before Spice existed.” all 
hell would break loose. But 
why? Of course I'm not sug- 
gesting this happened. But if 
they sang the song well would 
it matter? No one asks Kiri Te 
Kanawa to co-write with Puc- 
cini. Why do female pop singers 
have to say they write their own 
lyrics? Some do - and the music 
as well - but many don't, and 
why should they? Interpreting 
is different from creating, but 
both are OK things to do. If I 
wrote a poem with a man. we'd 
put both names to iL Maybe the 
Societies of Authors and Con- 
sumers’ Protection should ask 
CDs to specify everyone’s exact 
inpuL as in Ribena. 

Male image-makers create 
the look of creativity in pop 
music (no one bothers with 
writers or classical singers) 
partly because, from kids 
upwards, it's such a big selling 
poinL “Creative” sells babies' 
plastic toys by the ton. Maybe 
it's better for girls to believe in 
a creativity and girl power thar's 
actually plastic, rather than 
buying into the overt female 
pushed-aroundness of a lot of 
earlier girl pop. But older 
brothers sneer at virtual pup- 
pies. Mightn’t they sneer worse 
at virtual girl power or creativ- 
ity, if the myths explode? 

I like the Spice Girls. But 1 
don't like men selling my 
daughter a female image that's 
been really really made by men. 


Welcome to the 
Naff and Fakit 


was enough of a landmark in 
the psychological landscape for 
me to blanch silently when they 
changed its name to The Pick- 
led Newt. Likewise when 1 
found that an old Fleet Street 
haunt. The King and Keys, next 
door to the former Daily Tele- 
graph building, had become a 
Scruffy Murphy’s. And on the 
subject of the renaissance of 
The Ferret and Trouserleg in 
Surbiton it is doubtless best to 
remain quiet. 

The Lib Dem MP Nigel 
Jones has no such compunc- 
tion. He is to dragthe House of 
Commons Beer Club, of which 
he is vice-chairman, into a con- 
cern with the tendency of brew- 
eries to change the names of 
our pubs, some of them 
extremely andent - inn signs go 
back to Roman times and a 
goodly number of medieval 
names are extant In their place 
we are plagued with Slug and 
Lettuces and Kitty O’Sheas. 

It feels not just as if someone 
is trying to rewrite our personal 
history but as though they are 
p ulling threads from the tapes- 
try of our national history. 

Britain's 90,000 pub signs 
are an index to its past The 
White Hart stands as a residual 
allegiance to Richard II, whose 
emblem it was. The Red Lion 
speaks of a loyalty to John of 
Gaum. The Bear and Ragged 
Staff sides, more safely, with the 
King Maker, Warwick! 

They tell us of sport - The 
Dog and Duck reminds us of 
Charles Us favoured pastime 
of throwing spaniels mto the 
pond to hunt the mallar d They 
chronicle social change - The 
Crown and Anchor was the 
badge of the Royal Navy’s petty 
officers who retired from the 


sea to become landlords. The 
Marquis of Granby in the 18th 
century set up his pensioned -off 
soldiers as inn-keepers when 
they left the Army. 

There has always been 
change, of course. Many a 
Cross Keys (the sign of the 
Bishop of Rome) prudently 
became a King's Head at the 
lime of the Reformation when 
pub names like The Virgin 
Mary or The Rock vanished 
and The Salutation in Highgate 
Hill (with its sign of the Virgin 
Mary being informed of her 
pregnancy by a heavenly mes- 
senger) became The Angel. 

Few would object to some 
modern changes. like the brew- 
ery bosses in Middlesbrough 
renaming The Isaac Wilson 
when they discovered that the 
local Victorian bigwig had led 
the town’s teetotal movement. 
Then there was Lord Dares- 
bury, boss of Greenalls Brew- 1 
ery, who insisted that an epony- 
mous pub change its name 
because die Post Office kept 
sending his mail there. 

But there is nothing mean- j 
ingful abont most modern I 
name-changes. The fake Celti- ; 
dsation of the nation's pubs or 
their awful dumhing-down with 
variations on the “Firkin" | 
theme are driven only by mar- 
keting. It is no use complaining I 
of the naffness of The Rat and 
Carrot or the puerility of The 
Pheasant Plucker. That is their , 
point; “repositioning in the I 
market" requires driving out | 
those of moderate tastes in 1 
favour of teenagers on their 
seventh pint of lager. 

It could be the brewers. are I 
right Ours is an age of mind- 
less commercial vacuity. Per- I 
haps we need our pub signs to 
remind us of that. 

Paul Vallely j 
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Member of Bank’s monetary panel criticises plans for super-SIB 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

The proposed creation of a financial 
mega-regulator came under fire yes- 
terday as leading academics, in- 
cluding a member of the Bank of 
England's monetary policy commit- 
tee. warned of the dangers of the 
Treasury’s plans for a super-SIB. 

Speaking to a City audience, Pro- 
fessor Charles Goodhait headed a 
high-level rejection of a sin gl e all- 
embracing agency to oversee City su- 
pervision, although he admitted 
there was little prospect of the Gov- 
ernment acting on the reservations. 


His criti cisms came only days af- 
ter the first meeting of the monetary 
policy committee at which it was de- 
eded to raise interest rates by a quar- 
ter point to 6.5 per cent and will come 
as an embarrassment to Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, who ap- 
pointed him to the Bank’s panel 
Professor Goodhait said he doubt- 
ed whether a single regulator would 
be able to effectively oversee the se- 
curity of the financial system as a 
whole, the prudential supervision re- 
quired to prevent individual institu- 
tions going bust and the conduct of 
businesses that would protect indi- 
vidual investors. 


Michael Taylor, another speaker 
at yesterday's conference on finan- 
cial regulation at the London School 
of Economics, added there was a 
danger of the regulatory process 
becoming a political football He crit- 
icised the Government for an- 
nouncing the proposed changes 
without necessary consultation. 

He added that putting all regula- 
tion under one roof increased the 
danger of the reputation of the 
whole body, or the person heading 
it, being tarnished by even a small 
number of high-profile failures. 

The hostility towards the Chan- 
cellor’s proposals was in marked con- 


trast to the almost unanimous wel- ougfa University, dismissed the recent 
come given to the planned shake-up claim in favour of a single regulator, 
when u was announced last month, that the blurring of distinctions be- 
lt is the first considered resnonse to tween financial institutions should be 


It is the first considered response to 
suggest the new Government’s whirl- 
wind changes might have been made 
too hastily. 

The criticisms of the Govern- 
ment’s proposals formed part of a 
submission to last week’s central 
bank governors meeting at the Bank 

of England. They were presented yes- 
terday to a group of bankers, regu- 
lators and government officials. 

Presenting the group's reserva- 
tions, David Llewellyn, Professor of 
Money and Banking at Loughbor- 


mirrored by financial supervisors. 
“There remain, and will remain for 
the foreseeable future, major dif- 
ferences between banks, securities 

firms and insurance companies in the 
the nature of their business and the 
type of contracts they issue." 

He also disagreed with claims 
that putting together the disparate 
self-regulatory organisations would 
necessarily create economies of 
scale. He quipped: “Speaking as a 
former Treasury official, I can say that 
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Output rises despite 
squeeze on profits 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The strong pound has had 
surprisingly little effect on man , 
ufacturing production but is 
squeezing profit margins, new 
figures suggested yesterday. 
The growth in output returned 
to its highest rate for more than 
a year and a half in April while 
inflation at the factory gate 
remained subdued. 

Alongside the surprise jump 
in output, a separate survey in- 
dicated that retail sales growth 
picked up in May. But the British 
Retail Consortium (BRC) in- 
sisted there was no sign of a run- 
away boom on the high street. 

Id the light of this fresh evi- 
dence of the economy's robust 
health, ahead of the Chancel- 
lor's Mansion House speech on 
Thursday, experts were divided 
in their prescriptions. Some 
City analysts saw yesterday’s fig- 
ures as a further vindication of 
the Bank of England’s decision 
to raise interest rates lasl week. 

Michael Dicks, UK econo- 
mist at Lehman Brothers, said: 
“All parts of the economy seem 
to be growing at an above-nor- 
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mat pace.” To head off future 
inflation the Bank of England 
would have to raise rates even 
further unless next month’s 
Budget increased the tax bur- 
den, he said. 

The BRC yesterday cau- 
tioned against a tough Budget. 
“Retailers accept the need for 
recent modest changes in in- 
terest rates but see no case for 
tax rises,” said Andrew Hig- 
ginson, chairman of its eco- 
nomics committee. 

He said there was little sign 
yet of a big boost to the high 
street from building society 


windfalls, except in sales of 
computers. 

But others urged tax in- 
CTeases rather than further rises 
in interest rates, reckoning the 
balance of the economy was tilt- 
ed too heavily against industry. 

“Growth in manufacturing is 
decent but there is no room for 
complacency just because do- 
mestic demand is masking the 
weakness in exports.'’ said 
Simon Briscoe at NIkko Europe. 

Manufacturing output rose 
0.6 per cent in April, taking the 
year-on-year growth to 23 per 
cent This was the strongest pace 


BIS says forex markets 
under threat from EMU 


Hie Bank for International Set- 
tlements warned yesterday that 
the start of the European single 
currency could trim the size of 
the foreign exchange market by 
as much as 10 per cent, mites 
Diane Coyle. But experts in 
London, by far the biggest cur- 
rency trading centre and the 
most vulnerable to a shrinking 
European market, said much of 
the adjustment to the euro bad 
already taken place. 

In its annual report, the BIS 
said its latest survey of curren- 
cy trading around the globe, in 
April 1995, suggested 10 percent 
ofthe foreign exchange market 
could disappear: With London 
accounting fin- for more trading 
between ED currencies than ei- 
ther New York or Tokyo, banks 
in the City would suffer most 
fro m any further loss of business 
arising from monetary union. 

The BIS added that this 
prospective decline would coin- 
cide with a squeeze on dealing 


margins due to the recent rapid 
growth of electronic broking. 
Spot foreign exchange trading 
via either Reuters or its com- 
petitor Electronic Broking 
Service has grown rapidly, with 
turnover on EBS clnnhin g fi mn 
an average o?$20bn ( £12bn) dai- 
ly at the start of 1996 to about 
$80bn daily now. 

However; foreign exchange 
specialists in London played 
down the BIS report, saying 
much of the EMU-related 
redaction in turnover had 
already happened. 

Peter Von Maydell at UBS 
said: “For all practical purpos- 
es EMU started a couple of years 
ago.” He said exchange rate 
volatility and therrfbre curren- 
cy trading, between the likely 
EMU members was at its lowest 
for decades. 

Michael Burke at Citibank 
agreed. “There has been a 
significant slowdown in the 
growth of total turnover since the 


1995 survey and the whole of the 
intra-European bloc has 
stopped growing,” he said. 

The BIS surveys of global 
foreign exchange turnover, 
which had reached a daily 
average of $13 trillion in April 
1995, showed growth of 45 per 
cent between 1992 and 1995, and 
39 per cent during the previous 
three years. 

Its report yesterday suggest- 
ed that new business in the 


come from trading “exotic” 
currencies. It said the volume of 
trade in the Indonesian rupiah 
against the dollar and yen had 
already reached the volume of 
I fa Kan lira for German marie 
trades in 1995. 

While the market partici- 
pants agreed, they said this 
type of business was starting 
from a very small base. “These 
trades are only just starting to 
appear on the radar screen,” Mr 
Von Maydell said. 


Report highlights jobless fears 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

A promising outlook for the 
world economy is clouded by a 
“grim” unemployment situa- 
tion. the Bank for Internation- 
al Settlements said in its annual 
report yesterday. As EU fi- 
nance ministers meeting in Lux- 
embourg agreed on the urgency 
of tackling unemployment, the 
Basle-based BIS. central bank 
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to the world's central banks, rec- 
ommended countries with high 
jobless rates fallow the path of 
job market deregulation. 

It also warned there was a 
danger that financial markets 
had overlooked the risk that in- 
flationary pressures might 
emerge, especially in the US. 

Wim Duisenberg, BIS pres- 
ident, said: “The question is 
whether the macroeconomic 
risks have been correctly eval- 


uated and factored into asset 
prices or whether the materi- 
alisation of any of them could 
trigger some broader form of re- 
trenchment-” 

The report concluded that 
economic prospects were the 
most promising for some time. 
It welcomed governments’ gen- 
eral commitment to price sta- 
bility and their efforts to cut 
budget deficits. 

But it said these efforts, and 


especially the race to meet the 
Maastricht criteria in Europe, 
could not be blamed for high 
unemployment. Governments 
bad to face the fundamental 
question of whether they could 
continue to honour all the past 
promises to protect workers, 
pensioners and those on bene- 
fits and making progress to- 
wards EMU was only a 
secondary consideration. 

Hamisb McRae, page 24 



BAA hampered by £40m charge for Terminal 5 


since July 1995, and came as a 
surprise following the virtually 
flat first-quarter figures. 

There was little sign that ex- 
port-dominated industries were 
suffering more than the rest In 
the latest three months, pro- 
duction of electrical equipment 
was up 12 per cent and trans- 
port equipment was up 2.9 per 
cent during April. 

The broader indicator, total 
industrial output, jumped by 12 
per cent during the month 
thanks also to a surge in o3 and 
gas output and electricity and 
water supply. Both components 
are very erratic 

At the same time, prices man- 
ufacturers charged ai the factory 
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of increase up slightly to 1 per 
cent. Although “core" output 
price inflation, excluding volatile 
food, tobacco and energy prices, 
increased a fraction it remained 
subdued at 0.6 per cent 

The prices paid for materials 
jumped 0.6 per cent during the 
month, a bigger-th an -expected 
rise due mainly to higher oil 
prices and a slight increase in 
food prices. Its year-on-year 
pace of decline slowed from mi- 
nus 10.7 per cent to minus 9.1 
per cent in April. 

“If people conclude that 
manufacturers are doing remar- 
kably well despite the pound, 
they are wrong. There is a lot 
of pain beneath the surface,” 
said Robert Barrie, chief econ- 
omist at BZW. The combination 
of flat output prices and rising 
volumes indicated profit mar- 
gins were suffering, he said. 

The BRC survey reported 
that the year-on-year growth in 
the value of sales on a like-for- 
like basis increased to 43 per 
cent in May from 4.1 per cent 
in April and total sales growth 
picked up to 83 per cent from 
7.4 per cent. Both are growing 
more slowly than a year ago. 

Figures on unemployment and 
earning, due tomorrow, and re- 
tail prices on Thursday, will pro- 
vide more indications about the 
extent to which inflationary pres- 
sure is building up. Gty experts 
expect the underlying inflation 
rate to remain at its 23 per cent 
target or edge lower, but most 
predict it wfl] dimb later this year. 

The pound ended slightly 
lower yesterday, down two pfen- 
nigs against the German mark 
at just over DM2.79, as the 
dollar plunged to six- month 
low against the Japanese yen. 
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Going down: Sir John Egan's bonus fell by IS per cent to £109,000 Photograph: FA 

Group denies trade-off 
deal with Government 
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Chris Godsvnark 

Business Correspondent 

BAA. the privatised airports 
group, yesterday softened its 
public opposition to the Gov- 
ernment’s planned windfall tax, 
playing down the prospect of a 
court challenge to the levy in a 
move which distanced the com- 
pany from the hard line taken 
by British Telecom. 

Though BAA was studying 
the legal position on the tax. Sir 
John Egan, chief executive, de- 
nied the company was seeking 
a deal with the Government to 
reduce its contribution in return 
for stepping up its investment 
in public transport infrastruc- 
ture at Heathrow Airport. 

“We are not involved in any 
kind of trade off” be said. “Its 
very difficult to get bellicose 
when you haven’t seen the ac- 
tual law. We can’t possibly plan 
for something we know ab- 
solutely nothing about." 

Last month BAA issued a 
strong attack on the tax on the 


day BT warned it may mount a 
court challenge. The two priva- 
tised companies have insisted 
they are no longer utilities and 
have not made windfall profits, 
though BAA was privately con- 
cerned with the direct link. 

Sir John pointed to BAA's in- 
vestment record yesterday with 
a £500m-a-year capital spending 
programme which substantial- 
ly outstripped the group’s prof- 
its for last year of £444m before 
exceptional charges, an increase 


of 102 per cent. Capital spend- 
ing in the year to March rose by 
3.5 per cent to £496m, of which 
£1 1 1.6m wen t on the feist raO link 
to Heathrow, due in service 
next summer. 

BAA pledged to raise invest- 
ment at Gatwick from £59. 6m 
last year to £70m in response to 
the 6.9 per cent surge in pas- 
senger numbers to 24.6 million. 
Gatwick's growth outstripped 
Heathrow’s as British Airways 
moved long-haul African flights 
there. Growth at Heathrow fell 
from 53 percent to 2.4 percent. 


The main success story was 
Stansted, which broke even last 
year for the first time before in- 
cluding interest charges, mak- 
ing a small profit of less than 
£100,000. Passenger ‘numbers 
rose by 19.2 per cent and BAA 
said it would raise investment 
at Stansted to £ 15m this year, 
to build a second “satellite’’ 
mini-terminal. 

Headline profits were hit by 
a £40m exceptional charge cov- 
ering interest costs on Terminal 
5 at Heathrow' which had pre- 
viously been capitalised through 
the group's balance sheet, a fur- 
ther £ 13m of interest costs for 
last year were also added, re- 
ducing profits after write-offs 
last year to £407m, a drop of 2.6 
per cent. 

BAA published its annual re- 
port to shareholders on the 
same day as revealing its results. 
It showed Sir John’s bonus fell 
yea r by 18 per cent to 
£109,000 after a drop in BAA's 
earnings per share. Sir John’s ti> 
tal pay fell by £ 1 ,000 to £59Z000. 


Windfall 
tax ‘will 
hike bills’ 
of Hyder 1 
customers 

Sameena Ahmad 

Hyder. the Welsh water and 
electricity utility, warned 
yesterday that the govemmeat’s 
windfall tax could mean high- 
er bills for its customers and a 
cut in spending on cleaning up 
beaches. In a shot across g 
Labour's bows ahead of the * 
Budget on 2 July, Hyder’s 
chairman, lain Evans, said that 
an excessive or unfairly 
distributed tax would force 
Hyder to re-examine its vol- 
untary annnal £9 per customer 
rebate and an extra £40m in disc > 
actionary spending on making' 
Welsh beaches the cleanest in 
Europe. 

Graham Hawker, chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “We would be very 
loathe to withdraw our rebates 
to customers, but if the tax is ex- 
cessive, we will have to think 
again." The group may get a 
“double whammy” tax hit after 
Welsh Water bought electrici- 
ty group Swalec 15 months ago. 

Mr Evans said that its con- 
sumer friendly image would 
mitigate- “There wouldn’t be a 
windfall tax if every water com- 
pany had the same relationship 
with its customers as we do. We 
have not had a hosepipe ban in 
seven years. We’re confident 
that a sensible government will 
take into account ouf 
customer-oriented image." ■ 
Speaking at its foil-year re- 
sults, Mr Evans said that an un- 
fair windfall tax would be one 
calculated on total sharehold- 
er returns rather than pub- 
lished information such as 
turnover or operating profits. 

“I don’t see how a tax based on 
shareholder returns would 
work. The key to all this is keep- 
ing it simple.” Robert Miller- 
Bakewell, analyst at NatWest 
Securities, said that the level of 
tax was the huge uncertainty: “If 
it’s around £200m, then I sup- 
pose Hyder will pay up and get 
on with life. Much above that 
and the company might start 
cutting its customer rebates.” A‘ 
£3 00m hit to Hyder would im- 
ply an overall windfall tax of 
around £10bn. 

A spokesman for Labour 
would not comment on the form. .... 
of the tax or whether the impact 1 ! 
on companies would be revealed 
in the Budget: “Whether Hyder 
put up bills is a matter for th&n 
and their customers.” 

Hyder’s full-year results 
showed that operating profits 
rose from £129m to £284m, in- 
cluding a first full-year contri- 
bution of £ll0m from Swalec 
and the dividend was increased 
by 13 per cent to 43.9p. Mr 
Hawker said that -operating 
two utilities in the same geo- 
graphic region had enhanced 
earnings by over 17 per cent 
The company said profits 
from Hyder’s non-regulated 
business - customer .services 
and managing transport and 
utility projects as majority 
stakeholder in the UK High- 
ways consortium - would un- 
derpin dividend, growl h . 
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C&W in phone assault 
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Cable & Wireless Communica- 
tions (CWC) yesterday revealed 
the first phase of its assault on 
Ihe Uk telephones market, of- 
fering some of the first -bun- 
u" Packages for fixed 
phone lines, writes Chris 
Godsmark. The group, created 
out of the merger of Mercury 
Nynex CableComms, Bell Ca- 
b emedia and Videotron, also 
pledged to refund twice the dif- 
ference if customers found they 
were paying more than they 

would with British Telecom ‘ 

. The price packages offer ex- 
isting cable area customers 100 
minues of free local evening calls 
a month, backed by a £45m ad- 
vertising campaign. Some pack- 
ages include free voice mail 
and national calls, one-third 


cheaper than BTs standard tar- 
iff- Though some prices have 
fallen in the new tariff some 
have risen, leaving the overall 
package “revenue neutral", the 
company explained. 
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‘Regulation has 
become a political 
football where what 
matters is being seen 

to do something about 
vote-winners like the 
pensions mis-seliing 
scandal, rather than 
putting in place a 
more efficient and 
equitable system of 
City supervision’ 


Support for super-SIB is lacking in substance 


- -tofrihr ^writing a hard-hitting criticism 
to Ciiv rH? L CI ^ menl ' s P^poseci changes 
Pubb’c'his ul allC u n aeiua lly making 

CharL h r^ gh!S Professor 

from GnS°° d D art P ,c k e£ l Up the phone 
on Th? B ^ wn and ac “P ted » 1 

S^ tttee ^ e ** applauded 

Wav nf i2r ng P 0 * 1 * 1 **! Patronage get in the 
way of teUing ,t how it is. 

th , al lhe reservations he and his aca- 
«P“» about the planned 
HSS? W P : mak e a blind bit of difference. 

whSl haS bccome a P° ,iticaI football 
y*M naiicB is being seen to do 
something about vote-winners like the pen- 
stons mis-selling scandal, rather than pulling 
! Place a more efficient and equitable sys- 
tem of City supervision. What he has to say 
nearesome scrutiny, but it won’t receive the 
credit u deserves round at the Treasury . 

tne arguments for a single, all-encora- 
passuig regulator are superficially appeal- 
scralc b tb e surface and there is lit- 
tle substance. Organisational neatness is no 
substitute for effective regulation and is cer- 
tainly unlikely on its own to create iL 
lnere is no reason to believe that a single 
regulator will have any clearer under- 
standing of its objectives than do the pre- 
sent legion of different regulators. 

Even more of a concern is the danger that 
distinctions that must be made, such as 
between the wholesale and retail markets, 
will be fudged and confused. The enforce- 
ment mentality that is appropriate to a 


watchdog tasked with guarding small private 
investors would be wholly inappropriate to 
the supervisor of wholesale practitioner for 
whom the ultimate sanction is to up sticks 
and head off to a less onerous market. 

There are plenty of other reasons to 
believe the Government has jumped feet 
first into a morass of complexity without 
fully thinking through the consequences. 
The reputation of a single monolithic reg- 
ulator could be irreparably damaged by a 
couple of high profile failures, while man , 
agemenl faces a real prospect of becoming 
dangerously overstretched. Howard Davis 
faces a very great challenge in reconciling 
these differing needs and objectives under 
one roof. 


Abbey is wise to avoid 
NatWest’s problems 


A t last, a businessman prepared to kick 
against the fashion for more and more 
cost cutting consolidation in industry and 
finance. Or is he? Peter Birch, chief execu- 
tive of Abbey National, is reported in a Sun- 
day newspaper as being alone on the Abbey 
National board in supporting a merger with 
National Westminster Bank. He then went 
op to insist that the board was unanimous in 
rejecting the idea, and indeed eloquently puts 
the case against ever even considering ft. 

But just in case he's still in two minds 
about the matter (and the stock market cer- 
tainly believes be might be), here’s some 


humble advice to him and anyone else still 
tempted by the mega-merger strategy. 
Though such mergers are capable of some- 
times delivering significant value to share- 
holders, they are also nearly always against 
most other interests. All kinds of weird and 
wonderful theories and synergies are gen- 
erally wheeled out to help justify deals of 
this kind, but generally speaking the bottom . 
line benefit is cost cutting and little else. 
There’s nothing wrong with this purpose 
such, for if professionally executed, cost 


as 


cutting helps improve competitiveness, as 
off gain for: 


well as yielding a big one off gain for share- 
holders. Whether through merger or on 
their own, all banks will be forced to take 
an axe to costs over the years ahead. Fur- 
thermore, banking has become a business 
so open to new competition and new 
entrants that it is hard to argue from a pub- 
lic policy perspective that this is a merger 
that should be blocked on competition 
grounds. 

But often the pain of such mergers is 
scarcely worth the gain and nearly always 
they are defensive in nature. They are 
about propping up and defending market 
share, rather than carving out new markets 
and opportunities; they are about manage- 
ments which have run out of ideas and vital- 


ity, desperately casting around for ways to 
satisfy the City's insatiable appetite for 


change and value; they are about empire 

than 


building and bonuses and more often 
not, they are about crunching the cus- 
tomer, at least in intention even if in prac- 


tice this purpose too usually proves a fruit- 
less one. 

There is no earthly reason why Abbey 
National should be considering such a cyni- 
cal strategy. Since flotation it has done spec- 
tacularly well, for its shareholders and every- 
one else with an interest in its welfare. It will 
be hard to main tain that rate of progress but 
sh ar eholders can still look forward to good, 
above average growth. National Westminster 
Bank, by contrast, is seen to be a company 
in some difficulty, a mediuxn-sized player in 
a number of different and highly competitive 
markets. Probably it does need to do some- 
thing, but Abbey would be well advised nor 
to get mixed up m somebody rise’s problems. 


The euro traders 
that didn’t bark 


F or Sb er-lock Holmes, the most s i gnifi ca n t 
blue was the dog that didn’t bark in the 
night. One of the oddities about the past two 
weeks' drama over the single currency has 
been the absence of any dramatic reaction in 
the bond and currency marketsto develop- 
ments in France and Germany. It is the traders 
in the financial markets, often characterised 
on the Continent as nasty Anglo-Saxon spec- 
ulators, who have not been baricing. 

Why not? Wiry has there been virtually 
no market reaction to the most serious 
threat so for that monetary union will not 
go ahead as planned? Why are the specu- 
lators not out in strength, generating tur- 


rencicK euro driving cur- 

whv wen^rh bonds evei ywhich wav? And 
sanguine about the new 
tiemenf^ K m S 6 Bank of International Set- 
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Microsoft invests 

$lbn in leading 
* US cable operator 


T* 1 GW1U 

off forex dealings? 

Tf SfJ*? de,ec ti v e provides the answer, 
for if fe ha ? 001 ba * ed > there is a reason 
10 d* e nro mystery lies 
nothin adial hin(fcunentaUy there has been 
nothing new io react io. 

euro J ^ markeB are roe* 61 *** the 

ZSfJw?!* The kind of conver- 
se 1 ** in bond markets and danmenina of cur- 
has 1993 

-nT™ on genuine economic convergence 
commitments. The simi- 
1116 EU economies are 
their differences. The com- 
' ^SwenuMiMs to meeting the 
2““** ' cmeria because this is the sensi- 
blepolicy has not wavered. 

The gap between Theo W&igel and the new 
socialist Finance Minister in France, Dora- 
^frauas-Kahn, over how strictly to 
apply rules for budget deficits distracts 
attention from the fact that both believe in 
ninnmg prudent budgets. Italy's failure to 
“Jsft grade on time does not mean 
that the Italian government has shrugged its 
shoulders m uue Latin style and given up the 
enort. It will carry on struggling. Now if and 
when that changes, then the dogs really will 
begin to bark and the speculators will move 
in for the loll. But for the time being there 
is no underlying reason for a big correction. 
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^I^Offering further evidence of its 
determination to wield influence 
in every sphere of media 
distribution, Microsoft yesterday 
unveiled a $lbn (£61 lm) in- 
vestment in Comcast Carp, one 
of America’s largest cable tele- 
vision operators that it is valued 
at almost $7bn. 

The deal provides Microsoft' s 
Bill Gates with an additional 
avenue to penetrate the front 
rooms of the American con- 
sumer. not just through software 
on their personal computer but 
also via television screens. 

The move comes on the heels 
of the launch last year of Mi- 
crosoft's joint venture 24-hour 
television and online news ser- 
vice with NBC, called MSNBC 
as well as its agreement earlier 
fMthis year to acquire WebTV, 
which makes the set-top hard- 
ware lo bring the Internet on to 
ordinary televisions. 

On a more technical level, the 

stake in Comcast gives Microsoft 

access to its highly advanced 
broadband distribution network. 
Compared with the low baodwith 
of traditional telephone lines, the 
coaxial television lines allow for 
the transmission of huge quan- 


tities of data and interactivity with 
the consumer. 

“Our vision connecting the 
world of PCs and TVs has long 
included advanced broadband 
capabilities to deliver video, data 
and interactivity to the home," 
Mr Gates said yeste rday. “Corn- 
cast’s integrated approach to 
cable dKtribntkm,pn^ranmung 
and telecommunications com- 
plements that vision-” 

Among the immediate po- 
tential benefits for Microsoft is 
the additional scope offered by 
Comcast to distribute its own 
online information service, the 
, Microsoft Network, which com- 
petes with CompuServe and 
‘ America Online. 


i Meanwhile, the partnership 
>uld give Mi- 


wfth Comcast should give 
crosoft new influence in the de- 
velopment of high-speed data 
transmission to television view- 
ers. Comcast is a partner in the 
(8'Hame Network, an online ser- 
vice annrng to use cabfc modems 
to send data on cable systems. 

Based in Philadelphia, Comcast 
is a fiercely independent, family- 
owned corporation that also owns 
the QVC shopping network and 
wireless telecommunications op- 
erations along the eastern 
seaboard. By. embracing Mr 
Gales, the company gains a sub- 


stantial infusion of capital and the 
ability to offer new, Microsoft-gen- 
erated services to its customers. 

Offering his own reaction, 
Brian Roberts, the Comcast 
President, said the deal would 
“help us facilitate the deployment 
of high bandwidth applications 
and lead to more sophisticated 
services". WhDe fourth in size be- 
neath its rivals Cablevision, TCI 
and Time Warper, Comcast is a 
huge cable operator with 43 mil- 
lion subscribers country-wide. 

With successive forays first 
into WebTV and now Comcast, 
Mr Gates is spreading his bets by 
ensuring he has the means to con- 
trol not only the distribution 
pipeline for highspeed data trans- 
mission but also the technology 
to translate into pictures and 
sound on traditional televisions. 

News of the Microsoft deal, 
boosted Comcast shares. In earfy 
Nasdaq exchange trading, Com- 
cast jumped $3 to $2125. Microsoft 
slipped by$L0625 to $123. 

Separately yesterday. Cable- 
vision Systems announced it was 
acquiring 10 key cable distribu- 
tion systems in the New York 
area form TCL The deal gives 
Cablevision a large footing in tbe 
New York market and helps 
TCI simplify its complex web of 
rable ' 



Watching brief: DTI minister Nigel Griffiths has ashed for an OFT review of pump prices 


DTI seeks petrol price review 


Chris Godsmark 

^Business Correspondent 


The Office of Fair Trading has 
been asked by the Government 
to look again at whether petrol 
price wars are driving inde- 
pendent garage owners dirt of 
business, in a wider investiga- 
tion into predatory pricing 
allegations. 

Nigel Griffiths, consumer 
affairs minister, has asked John 
Bridgeman, head of the Office 
of Fair Hading, to review the 
petrol market, which was trans- 
formed early last year when 
Esso, the market leader, cut its 


charges in its Price Watch cam- 
paign. “The OFT is looking at 
whether independent retailers 
are being squeezed out of the 


market by predatory pricing,' 
Griffiths. Ano 


said Mr Griffiths. Another con- 
troversial topic due for consid- 
eration by the Department and 
Trade and Industry was news- 
paper pricing 

Esso is said to have lost 
£20Om last year after launching 
Price Witch, which matches 
prices at the supermarkets. It 
brought an industry-wide bout 
of price cutting which cost 
British Petroleum £80m. Last 
year a further 1300 indepen- 


dent-sites dosed, leaving just 
8343 compared with more than 
30,000 in the 1960s. 

Mr Griffiths said he would wait 
for the OFTs advice before 
considering action. Measures to 
cufo restrictive trade agreements 
were to be included in the com- 
petition bill, planned to come be- 
fore Parliament by October. 

News of the petrol price in- 
vestigation was welcomed by in- 
dependent retailers yesterday. 
James Frost, chairman of Save, 
tbe renamed Bust Group, with 
614 sites, said he had been 
disappointed by the OFTs pre- 
vious reluctance to intervene. 


In Brief 


BankAmerica buys investment firm 


BankAmerica is buying Robertson Stephens & Co, the San Fran- 
osco-based investment banking and investment management firm 
in a deal valued at up to $540m (£330m). BankAmerica said the 
transaction was structured so that a substantia] portion of the pay- 
ments would be used to retain more than 60 key Robertson Stephens 
officers for at least three years. “We expect, with this addition, to 
build a platform from which to offer our clients a broader range 
of equity underwriting and other investment banking and invest- 
ment management services than we are currently able to provide," 
said David Coulter, chief executive of BankAmerica. 


Pearson drops out of magazine talks 


Pearson has withdrawn from negotiations over the acquisition of 
the Institutional Investor magazine group because it felt it was 
not possible to make the deal fit with the group's criteria of pro- 
ducing adequate return for shareholders. Pearson was believed 
to be the front-runner to buy the US financial magazines group 
after Euromoney reportedly dropped out of the auction process. 


UBS buys Mister Minit chain 


The Mister Minit chain of shoe repair bars has been acquired by 
UBS, the Swiss bank, for an undisclosed sum. Mister Minit was 
previously owned by US businessman Donald Hillson Ryan. It 
has 4,000 shops in 26 countries including 480 in Britain. Last year 
the business had sales of SSOQm (£3Q6m). UBS plans to expand 
the Mister Minit chain with a view to seeking a stock market list- 
ing in London or Amsterdam within five years. 


RMC buys into Croatian cement company 

RMC Group has paid £34m for a 51 per cent shareholding in Dal- 
raadjacement, the largest cement producer in Croatia. The com- 
pany is located on the coast at Split and has an annual cement 
production capacity of 2.3 million tonnes. RMC said the com- 


pany was “ideally situated to take advantage of the improving con- 
struction sector in Croatia". 


Chrysalis bids for North-east radio licence 


Chrysalis, the music and entertainment group, will today launch 
its bid for the North-east regional radio licence with a promise 
to bring mainstream classic and contemporary dance music to 
18 lo 34 year olds living in and around Newcastle. The bid, which 
aims to introduce the group’s Galaxy brand into the North-east, 
will kick off in earnest next month with a one-month trial broad- 
cast on board the Tuxedo RoyaJe, Tyneside’s floating nightclub. 


Investing in growth. Investing in Britain. 
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Investing in rail 

baa is Spending £600 million on rail projects. 

including Heathrow Express. 


Investing in safety and security 
BAA Spent £200 million last year on safety 
and security. 





£ 



Investing in airports 

BAA is spending around £1.4 million a 
day to give the UK airports to be proud oil 


Investing in people 

BAA!s activities directly or indirectly result 

in more than 250,000 jobs. 
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opportunity to travel on business or on 
holiday, to visit friends and relatives or to 
share in a wide variety of international 
leisure activity. 

lb meet this ever-increasing demand, 
the country needs 21st century airport 
facilities, providing high quality 
customer service and maintafomg the 
highest level of safety and securi ty. And to 
fund the cost of these facilities, including 
the new £440 million Heathrow Express 
rail service, the company needs to be 


profitable. That’s why our strong business 
performance in 1996-97 matters. 

Thanks to the outstanding efforts 
of our employees, the loyalty of 
our customers and the support of 
our shareholders, we can continue to do 
what works for both BAA and Britain 
. . . invest for growth. 

For a copy of the full BAA Annual 
Report, telephone 0171 932 6654 or write 
to: Corporate & Public Affairs, BAA pic, 
130 Wilton Road, London SW1V1LQ. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 

YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1997 
Revenue £1 ,373m 

up 9.6% 

Operating profit 

£491 m 

up 10 . 8 % 

Profit before tax 
and exceptional items 

5444m 

up 10.2% 

Profit before tax* 

£407m 

down2f£% 

Earnings per share 
before exceptional items 

32. Dp 

up 10.3% 

Total dividend 

12.4p 

up 10.2% 

UK Passenger numbers 

98.0m 

up 4.6% 


BAA PS 


Shaping up for 
the 21st century 


*PmBi before tax was affected by a recandderaiion of 
inf is 


BAAjs policy on captnlbadon of interest 
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Data Bank 


ftse 100 

4686.7 

FTSE 250 
4484.1 


+ 41 . 7 ' 


+10.9 


British Aerospace and GEC caught in the rumour mill 


FTSE 350 

2265.2 


+ 17.3 


5EAQ VOLUME . 

756 . 9 m shares, : , 4 -- 
52 , 496 . bargans - ^ 

Gilts Index • : 
96 . 44 . - 0.08 - 


Share spotlight 


shot pries, pones 



.-.y feji 


As shares romped ahead and 
jrnoure of an Abbey National 
aeaJ with National Westminster 
refused to fade away, 
whispers of another mega- 
m ^ r ? er started to circulate. 

use so many stock market 
y 3 ™ 5 . the marriage of British 
Aerospace and General Elec- 
tnc Co is not new. It went the 
rounds on many occasions, 
particularly when BAe was 
limping along in some distress 
and seemed to be in desperate 
need of a powerful partner. 

These days BAe shares are 
soaring, up 43p to 1.358p. Anv 
merger with GEC, Z5p firmer 
at 336.5p, would, therefore, be 
negotiated from a position of 
strength. 

With the mammoth Grand 
Metropolitan and Guinness 
merger proving that mega- 
deals are still on the City agen- 
da the market is casting around 
for the next allian ce. 

NatWest merging with 
Abbey Natrona! Kclearfv more 


than just a figment of the mar- 
ket's imagination with the signs 
suggesting Nat West is still keen 
on the deal, if Abbey is rather 
more reluctant. In busy trad- 
ing Abbey rose 24p to 883.5p 
and NatWest 35 Jp to 81 6p. 

BAe’s latest advance was in 
part due to presentations the 
company is making to analysts. 
Optimism over the Govern- 
ment’s defence policies and the 
recent progress over the Euro- 
fighter were other factors. 

Some shrewd observers feel 
the fundamental case for a 
BAe and GEC merger has 
never been so strong. And 
GEC, with its French ambitions 
probably thwarted by the 
change of Government, could 
believe its best strategic option 
now point to BAe. 

George Simpson has still to 
complete bis first year as GEC 
managing director. There is a 
sneaking suspicion he sees a 
major deal as the best way for- 
ward. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Elsewhere it was another fu- 
rious performance by financials 
which sent Footsie up 41.7 
points to 4.686.7. New York’s 
contribution was also dramat- 
ic with. after Friday's heady ad- 
vance. the Dow Jones Average 
making further headway dur- 
ing London hours. 

Bank or Scotland. Barclays 
and Uoyds TSB moved ahead, 
with Halifax getting back in 
form with a 135p gam to 749p. 

BT, up 125p to 470.5p on 
the MCI deal, and Scottish & 
Newcastle, 14p to 674_5p fol- 
lowing Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson support, were among 
other blue chips to make 
progress. 

National Power, up lip to 


5275p, and PowerGen, 11-Sp 
to 679p, were fuelled by posi- 
tive noises from US house 
Morgan Stanley. 

NFC, the freight group 
which has suffered a series of 
reverses, improved 4.5p to 
1385p as chairman Sir Christo- 
pher Bland purchased 500,000 
shares at 134p, lifting his in- 
terest to 15 million, just 0.02 
per cent of the capital. 

Granada put on 12p to 890p. 
Figures are due tomorrow and 
after speculation it will bid this 
week for Yorkshire Tyne-Tfees 
Television, up 525p to lfr60p, 
it admitted after the market 
closed that talks were taking 
place. 

Builders, on suggestions the 


recovery is spreading beyond 
London and the South-east, 
scored gains with Barrett De- 
velopments up 3.5p to 239 jp 
and Berkeley 125p to 729p. 

Royalblne, a computer 
group placed at 175p. made a 
strong d&ut, dosing at 2165p. 

Petra Diamonds sparkled 
lip to 7&5p. Itis in talks to ac- 
quire an interest in another 
African diamond concession. 
The shares were floated at 
30p last month. 

Jasmin put on 8 p to 825p af- 
ter winning a £ 2 m contract 
Ministry of Defence contract 
to produce a biological detec- 
tion svstem. It is thought to 
have achieved a £4m contract 
earlier this year. Capitalisation , 
is onlv £3.4m. 

Middlesex held at 8.25p. 
There is talk Gazprom, the 
Russian oil giant, may buy a 
stake in the metals group. Its 
chief executive. Masoud Alk- 
ihaoi, acts as a consultant to 
Gazprom, which already has a 


corporate relationship with 

Middlesex. 

Takeover speculation con 

tmues to go the rounds over JLi 

Wetherspomi, thepub cha 1 ^- 

The shares climbed 2 *J>p to 
1J725P. a peak. Wetherspoon 
is a narrow market and it does 
not take much interest ro lilt 
' the shares. US investors, par - 
ticularly the Janus-run funds, 
are keen fans and some surest 
it is transatlantic buying behind 
the strength. 

But the big pub chains must 
he looking attractive to the ma- 
jor brewers. Bass, for example, 
would not break through its 
Whitehall-inspired pubs ceiling 
if it swallowed Wethenspoon. 

But Bass could be preoccu- 
pied with the Government de- 
cision on its controversial bid 
for brewer Carisberg Tetley, 
said to be due soon. With 
HSBC believed to have moved 
Bass to its sell list the beer giant 
fell 6 p to 746p, lowest for 
more than a year. 


Taking Stock 


n Integrated Asset Manage- 
ment, which Jurtyed.Gtt AIM- 

three ago,is . 

verse of buying John Siddafl^ 
the 115 -year-old stockbroker; 
1AM stares were placed ait ' 
lOOp; they are now 125p. It Is 
naying £230,000 in stares: ., 
and £30,000 cash forSiddaU 
over the next six years. 
hind JAM, which is thought - 

to have other deals in the . 

pipeline, is Swiss banker Fter- 
dinand Lips and two former 
Clerical Medical fond man- .. 
agers, Peter Leonard andTfe- ’ 

ter S eari ght Siddali, which 
has had a difficult time; has* 
around S90m under manage- 
ment. It held unsuccessfol -■ 
talks with Chartfield Fund ■„ 
Management and then lin k ed 
with financial advisers 
Fairisle Investments. 

r~| S bye Ph arma is firm on rn- . 
jnours of a drug development 
and growing US interest The . 
shares are 88-5p. 
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Salvesen faces 
shareholder anger 

despite split plans 

laomiu* r»_r 


business 


Grimond 


I 


Salvesen, the transDori 

to generator hire group sajj 

r yest^ayitwasofcoSsf S 

complete the demerger of £ 
Agereko generator hire business 
; by toe end of September 
But despite the news the 
group, which earlier this year 
• ^ into a storm of controversy 

: Mi*-** P r °P“^ 
P^i to share- 
holders whipped up bv its for- 
‘ 2S^ ch . a, ™n. Sir Gerald 

Elliot, is likely to face stiff 

' SrahJX? 8 fr ° m iLs Scotlis b 

S 0,d L ers L « a meeting in 
Edinburgh this morning. 

The shares have underper- 
formed since management led 
by Chris Masters, chief execu- 
tive, rejected a £l.lbn bid 
approach from rivals Hays last 
August. 

Unchanged at 236 Jp yes- 
terday, the shares are well' he- 
low the Hays offer, which would 
have been worth just short of 


of u'v 7 ^ aft ? r , udan S account 
™ d i7 P special dividend and 
share consolidation. 

Ask&J whether he was fating 
*ffinilt, es his share « 

holdere^ Mr Masters said yester- 
?y : None of us is happy with 
where the share price is, but he 
e remained committed to 
die demerger proposals. 

, ** 1 , ara totally convinced that 
Ihe u demergers are exactly the 
ngnt thing to do, because we 
have got two strong businesses. 
1 am not a fan of conglomerates, 
never have been. 

“We are also removing un- 
certainty. 1 still believe these two 
businesses will deliver value. I 
guess we will judge the success 
of the demerger on how the two 
businesses trade in the first 
year.” I 

He was speaking as Salvesen 
unveiled an 11 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £85.9m for the 
year to March on sales up 6.6 
per cent at £746m. A final div- 
idend of 535p raises the total 


for the year by 53 per cent to 
9.15p, payable from earnings 
per share up from 18.8p to 
19.4p. 

Although Mr Masters 
highlighted underlying profits 
growth above 20 per cent from 
the Aggreko and Swift industrial 
logistics operations, analysts 
remained sceptical about the 
group’s ability to maintain these 
figures. One said people were 
waiting for the demerger to pass 
judgment, but were anyway 
questioning the sustainability of 
cos performance. 

“The senior management of 
Salvesen does not have much 
support and the feeling is that, 
in the past, something has al- 
ways come up and grabbed 
them,” he said. 

The half-way figures were hit 
by £lm of costs incurred 
defending the group from the 
Hays bid and £23m in profes- 
sions fees and other charges as 
a result of the capital recon- 
struction and special dividends. 


Ward family sells stake 


Cathy Newman 


Suitors began to court Ward 
N* Holdings, the housebuilder, last 
night when the company’s fam- 
ily shareholders announced 
they were to sell their control- 
ling stake in the company. 

“More than two"* parties in 
the housebuilding sector ex- 
^ pressed an interest in the com- 
* pany yesterday, according to 
Kleinwon Benson, which has 
been appointed to identify po- 
tential buyers. 

The reasons for the sale of the 
family's 5 1 per cent share of the 
company are not being dis- 
closed but it is thought that De- 
nis Ward, the chairman, wants 
to realise his investment as he 
nears retirement. Mr Whrd is 73 


and holds 8.1 million shares, or 
15.4 per cent of the total 

Some observers have sug- 
gested the consistently poor 
performance of the share price 
may also have motivated Mr 
Ward and the other family 
shareholders to selL Graeme 
"Wall, Mr Ward’s son-in-law, is 
the only other shareholder to sit 
on the board. He owns 9.6 mil- 
lion shares, or 183 per cent of 
the company. According to 
takeover rules, a single buyer of 
the family’s shares would be 
obliged to bid for the entire is- 
sued share capital. 

Indicative bids are due in by 
10 July, a week after the com- 
pany's interim results, and af- 
ter a breathing space to take in 
the impact of the 2 July Budget. 


A source dose to Ward Hold- 
ings believed it may receive ap- 
proaches from buyers outside 
the housebuilding sector. 

Analysis said the company 
was beginning to look more at- 
tractive. Wbrd yesterday dis- 
closed that trading for the six 
months to the end of April had 
improved on the previous year, 
wifi] a 24 per cent increase in 
new house sales. 

Shares in Ward Holdings, 
which have fallen as low as 363p 
this year, jumped 13p to 62Jp. 

A protracted dispute over a 
fire at a Tesco supermarket in 
1993 has inhibited share price 
performance over the years 
and forced the company to set 
aside £5m to cover uninsured 
losses. 


Unigate continues to deliver profits 


I n a food manufacturing sector 
plagued by profits warnings and div- 
idend cuts. Unigatc has proved a re- 
liably consistent performer The dairy 
and logistics group run by Ross Buck- 
land has regularly turned in results 
ahead of City expectations and yes- 
terday's £130m p re -exceptional prof- 
its were no exception. Management, 
meanwhile, has been busily reorganis- 
ing the group, which is now focused 
solely on food and distribution. 

Some of these businesses now have 
powerful market positions. In yellow 
fats, for example. Unigate's Gold, 
Golden Churn and Utterly Buuerty 
brands give it a 24 per cent share of the 
market second only to Unilever, 

In pork, the Malton subsidiary is the 
UK’s largest pork producer, process- 
ing an astonishing 75,000 pigs a week. 
Thus business has proved a real gem and 
profits were up strongly on sales that 
virtually doubled last year. Fresh foods 
accounted for more than half of group 
profits last year for the first time. 

With the troublesome Black-Eyed 
Pea US restaurants business having 
been sold last year and the stake in Nu- 
tricia now long gone. Unigate has 
cash of £1 87m. The question is bow the 
company will spend iL 
The chairman, Ian Martin, says 
management will continue to add in- 
fill acquisitions like the Hargraves 
and Harris businesses which were 
added to the Malton division last year. 
But it could gear up to a £500m deal 
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continue to deliver. 

With analysts upgrading current 
year profits to £140m yesterday, the 
shares, down 2p to 4943p, trade on a 
forward rating of just 11. Buy. 


What it is not doing, at least for the 
moment, is attempting to lay down a 
bridgehead in North America, where 
it is unrepresented. The group is too 
polite to draw attention to the travails 
of RuneD, which over die past year has 
suffered a shareholder revolt and a 


capital expenditure this year and over 
tommitos expects to double the prod- 
mT/wSHhB on the Continent to the 
HMWO hugs available in the UK. 

Assi ™ 1 °g profits of £ 120 m this 
year, the shares, up 123p at 4123p, 
stand on a forward multiple of 22, 
which looks fair value for such a 
quality company. 


profits warning, but Electro's shares 

Electro to expand 
its Euro vision 


E lectrocomponents, the electronic 
to safety parts deliyexy group, is 
at last moving off in a different 


moving off i 
direction from rivals Premier Fazneil 
after years when the two groups were 
almost indistinguishable. Electro yes- 
terday set out its strategy to beef up 
operations on the Continent, building 
on its leading position there. Longer 
term, it will expand from its bases in 
Singapore and Hong Kong to develop 
m the Far East, where the market is 
much less developed. 


than 50 per cent since its controversial 
£L8bn takeover of Premier of the US 
in January 1996. 

Yesterday's figures from Electro, 
showing pre-tax profits up 13 per cent 
to £1 12m in the year to March, suggest 
the stock market has been right in its 
relative valuations. The 73 per cent 
growth in UK sales to £397m last year 
means Electro probably took market 
share from its rivaL Meanwhile, Eu- 
ropean sales growth rates at between 
18 and 25 percent remain respectable. 

However, toe European slowdown 
evident last year has continued, with 
UK growth decelerating to 6 per cent 
in the second h.ilf, a rate that has been 


Ideal provides 
that little extra 


Jjkal Hardware has just docked up 


Unigate: At a glance 


Ibrtst rate C1.17&0. stara pries 49i5p 


if it chose. Analysts expect a deal in ba- 
Uow fats. 


con or yellow tats, probably in conti- 
nental Europe. 

There were two problem areas last 
year. A one-off concern was in the Win- 
canton distribution business, where, 
profits were flat due to difficulties in 
the transport division. Management 
there has since been changed. 

The other headache was the dairy 
business, which took a£12m hit due to 
lower profits from butter and milk pow- 
der. Then there is the tough market in * 
liquid milk, where sales were 6.9 per 
cent lower, largely due to toe contin- 
uing fall in doorstep milk : deliveries, al- 
though this decline is slowing. 

There could be some action here. 
Last month's merger between Avon- 
more Foods and Waterford Foods is 
seen as just part of a major industry con- 
solidation in milk. 

Unigate will surely play its part, 
though Mr Buckland is not saying if this 
will mean expansion or withdrawal. 
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There are other options, including 

with 


toe possibility of a joint venture ' 
another milk supplier. 

Unigate shares have been a steady 
performer in the past five yean and the 



tenth successive year of profits 
-gi uwih and seen its share price triple 
ui three years - an impressive record 
tor a company in the commodity world 
oi dutributing coujpujgj. components. 

While distributors like Abacus have 
suffered badly from a marked slow- 
down in computer sales. Ideal ha s pro- 
tected itself, and blossomed, by 
specialising in high-margin memory 
storage systems — memory disk*, tape 
streamers and the like - which repre- 
sent over three quarters of its business. 

As the price of each megabyte of 
computer memory has fallen, the size 
of the average unit needed to drive a 
modern computer system - with all its 
whizzy multimedia features — has 
grown from 20 megabytes 10 years ago 
to over 2.000 megabytes today. So the 
value of shipments has grown, while 
Ideal has also been aggressive in mar- 
keting its product lines to its customers, 
the specialist computer shops. 

The group uses the Internet to up- 
date customers on the latest giymre its 
biggest customers get a dedicated 
satellite channel beaming three hours 
of product information and video 
demonstrations over the internet. By 
acting as a consultant. Idea] makes its 
customers more effective resellers and 
can charge that little extra to keep mar- 
gin growth going; 

Pre-tax profits for toe year to end 
May grew 23 percent to £9.6m on sales 
up a quarter at £173m. There is little 
reason to fear a slowdown. Ideal reck- 
ons the launch of BVD - video on toe 
desktop- will revive the PC market and 
that toe Internet, toe impending mil- 
lennium and monetaiy union should 
mean ever bigger memory needs. 
House broker Charterhouse TUney ex- 


pects profits of £l2m for the full year, 
shares 


The shares, 25p up at 675p, are no 
longer a bargain on 18 times 1998 earn- 
ings falling to 15, but they are worth 
holding. 


Fund 
manager 
puts £lm 
* on name 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 




Henderson, the independent 
fond manager, revealed yes- 
terday that its name change 
from Henderson Administra- 
tion last autumn cost almost 
£Im. The company has also in- 
creased its advertising budget 
from £4m to £5m this year to 
promote its new brand image. 

Dugald Eadie, managing 
director, said the rebranding of 
its funds under the Henderson 
Investors banner bad already 
paid dividends with more con- 
sultants displaying a willing- 
ness to recommend the group. 
-AVe feel we have a better, 
crisper image. People now don t 
have to keep track of half a 
dozen different companies. 

He said the company was 
continuing to improve after a 
rash of client defections two 
vears ago. Pre-tax profits rose 
from £203m to £2fk8m m the 
vear to 31 March with funds un- 
der management and adminis- 
tration rising by U 
£15.9bn. Henderson added over 
£lbn of net new client funds 
during the year. “We started 
turning the comer la* 
are new coming up the hill. Mr 

Eadie said. . ITV . ■ 
Though the gam m UK in 
stitutkmal funds ^ > «odesu 
the company said it had won its 
first balanced pension fond^ 

count for some year^ltdtumed 

its above average URPJ®® 

fund performance over one. 

three ami five years bad put the 
company in a strong position to 
win more new business 

jswgSS 

strong growth- Fun ^ 

SSSSSfe 


* 1 - 8 $ n,0 T for «d*t ad- 
mg demand for funds 

undermanasemenun 

from£23bn to .hair. 
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Sterling’s strength boosts Eurocamp’s hopes 


Magnus Gtfmond 


Expecting an improvement: 
Angus Crichton-Miller 


Eurocamp, the camping holiday 
specialist, does not expect to 
share in the bonanza that other 
holiday companies are fore- 
casting from customers flush 
with building society windfalls. 
Richard Atianson, chief exec- 
utive, said the bonuses would be 
“not unhelpful” for the com- 
pany, but their customers 
tended to be younger families 
“who are probably at least as in- 
terested in Miras coining off as 
the windfalls”. 


However, Eurocamp is likely 
to be unusual among British 
companies in welcoming the 
recovery in the purchasing 
power of the pound abroad 
after being hammered by the 
ciUTenty’s weakness in 1995/96. 

With 65 per cent of its busi- 
ness in France, Mr Atkinson 
said they had seen some bene- 
fits come through since Christ- 
mas, although it would probably 
take until next year before peo- 
ple really started to take notice. 

His comments came as Euro- 
camp announced a cut in its sea- 


sonal first-half loss, which fell 
from £53m to £4.66m in the six 
months to April There had 
been “a bit of a slowdown” both 
immediately pre- and post the 
genera] election. But the new 
chairman, Angus Crichton- 
Miller, who joined from Rank 
last year, said he expected “a 
marked improvement” m the 
results this year, given higher 
margins in camp ing and further 
profits growth from Super- 
break, the short-stay holiday 
company acquired in 1995. 

“We are also confident that 


the strength of sterling will 
lead to a farther recovery in our 
camping profits in 1997/98, 
whilst Superbreak’s market 
leadership promises further 
growth in a strong sector.” 

Sales grew 12 per cent to 
£ 16.6m, but toe interim divi- 
dend, which is being maintained 
at 3.75p a share, is, as usual, un- 


covered by earnings. The loss 
cM 


per share fell from 103p to 8.9p. 

Mr Atkinson said European 
camping bookings had been 
strong since the new year and 
although volumes were similar 


to 1996, their policy of targeting 
occupancy rather than volumes 
was bearing fruit. 

Occupancy and sales values 
were up as a result of the deri- 
sion to manage capacity and 
limit discounting, while they 
were benefiting from a better 
mix of business, including more 
caravan holidays and less tents. 
This augured well for an im- 
proved financial performance 
from toe camping businesses. 

As well as the weak pound, 

last year was hit by football fans 
staying at home for Euro 96 and 


criticism of Reach nuclear tests. 

Most of the first-half sales 
came from the Superbreak and 
GoldenraO hotel break opera- 
tions. Mr Atkinson said Super- 
break had improved its margins, 
helped by lower commission 
rates paid to travel agents as a 
result of a shift away from toe 
large chains. The figures bore 
£l-55m of overheads from 
newly acquired Dutch and 
German sales subsidiaries, but 
that was more than offset by the 
absence of commission paid to 
overseas agencies. 


IN BRIEF 


to 60p after toe oil 
"received takeover 


• Shares in — r 

aim pany, which is exploring in Ghana, said it UHU AVAiVirVAl UUWVTWt 
approaches from two parties. The London-based company also 
works in the Netherlands, Tunisia, Syria and Australia, and is val- 
ued at £41m at yesterday's closing price. The company’s share 
price has fallen steadily from a high of 80p over the past year, 
reflecting the departure of its chief executive and a warning that 
it may have to cut estimates of its petroleum reserves after 
disappointing drilling results. 

m Remold, the precision engineering group, announced arise in 
ftill-vear profits before tax from £18.7m to a record £21 3m, 
reflecting "strong growth” from North America, the gears oper- 


atom and the Hp^su^a^. Earrtogs per share advanced 


aouu ami uis. , , ■ ~ c 

from 20.8p to 217p. The final dividend is 5. 


• Ravmood Lhnnan, chairman of Safeland, made an upbeat state- 
ment on prospects for the property group as ^ announced ana 
£L^ 7 m to £2-7m in taxable profits for toe year to March. 
S^uo was confident it had laid solid fotmdatipns for the cur- 


resultsin eluded a six-week contribution from Heroiles Property 

SSJte which was demerged last year and floated on AIM. 



r r'Z^—ahfe profits from £19.o7m to tui.+m, saiu 

S=vSSlSSSSS5S3S!5B 

SStatefc were “v% positive”, and the company expected a 

profit contribution in toe current year. 


Company Results 
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TO CLAIM 
YOUR FREE 
ROAD ATLAS 
PLEASE QUOTE 
REF 4158 


Exclusive Road Atlas 


UNES ARE OPEN 
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with every quote 


DIAL DIRECT 


"Every trip you make to 
the supermarket could be 
damaging your heatth.” 



Sap Che author of a fesdnating new health reference book. Food 
For Life. 

According to this book, we all vastly underestimate the extent to 
which the nutrients in our foods are needed to keep us alive, well, 
happy and healthy. The author discusses the feet that a deficiency 
in B vitamins can cause mood swings and bouts of the blues. She 
talks about the role played by chromium in a healthy metabolism 
and gives an inspiring exploration of anturddents - nutrients which 
fight off 'free radicals’ - recently found by scientists to be the major 
cause of the ageing process and dis ea se — and much, modi more. 

Food For life, an essential new reference guide to nutrition, tells 
you everything you need to know about toe best foods to eat and 
the best ways to keep yourself and your family m good health. 

To order your discounted copy (phis FREE membership to the 
Agora Health Institute), simply send your name, address and 
payment of £2.50 (includes P&P, cheques made payable to Agora 
Lifestyles, or send credit card numbs', name and expiry date) to 
Agora Lifestyles, DEPTC4. FREEPOST, NW35Z£ Edinburgh EH4 
0FX Alternatively, ring 0500 523 499 for jour 24hour order line, 
quoting the reference C4. 

>p. iiiM yn h.MjwtdtaiyofnertSiiwtPaWtaeprBtl^, 

271 Rrgert Sine. London W1R 7W- 


Notice to customers 


New interest rates 

for existing 


mortgage customers. 

With effect from 6 June 1997 Interest rate % p.a. 

A.RR.% 

Home Loan Rate 7.60 

7.9 

Home Improvement Loan Rate 9.60 

Loans santioned before 26.4.89 

9.9 

House Mortgage Rate 760 

7.7 

Credit arrangements will be varied accordingly 


◄T> 

Midland 


The Listening Bank 


Midland Bank pic, 27 Poultry. London EQP 2BX. Mmto-HSBC Group 
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Bankers bang their drum on 
governments borrowing less 


An accountant’s life can. 
exciting — just ask Hami] 


7 * 


N o senous investor should 

miss it Each year the annual 

report of the Basle-based 
Bank for International Settlements 
gives its bird’s eye view of the main 
issues in international finance - the 
dispassionate central bankers' 
perception of the shifts in the 
world economy and the response 
of the financial markets to these 
shifts. Its particular value is that it 
acknowledges the market assess- 
ment, but puts a somewhat longer- 
term slant in it 

The view is apolitical in the 
sense that it is above national 
party politics, but naturally it re- 
flects centra] bankers’ values which, 
unlike those of national politi- 
cians, tend to be pretty universal. 
But since those values seem to be 
in the ascendant everywhere - 
look at the way the Bundesbank 
won its “gold war", or the growing 
power of the Bank of England - the 
views deserve to be taken seriously 
even by people who do not share 
the values behind them. 

The core theme this year, as one 



might expect, is the sustained 
process of disinflation that contin- 
ues around the world. We tend here 
to think of this principally as some- 
thing which is happening in the de- 
veloped countries, for these are the 
figures we see published in our 
media, but the BIS very properly 
points out that some of the most 
remarkable reductions in inflation 
have occurred in the developing 
world. The globalisation of the 
world economy has its impact on 
developing countries as much as 
developed, in some cases more so. 

The financial markets are now re- 
markably confident that the trend to- 
wards lower inflation will be 
sustained. Is the BIS so confidem? 
Yes and no. Yes, it acknowledge that 
many of the forces which have 
pushed inflation down will continue 
to operate: rapid technical progress - 
in electronics; globalisation itself; 
market liberalisation: retrenchment 
by governments correcting earlier 
spending excesses; and very high un- 
employment, often concealed. But 
it wonders whether the market is 
right in this conviction; or rather, 
while the market is probably right. 


Hamish 
McRae 
The BIS suggests 
that macroeconomic 
objectives should be 
tougher. It is not just 
monetary policy which 
has to be disciplined: 
fiscal policy has to be 
more disciplined too 


whether it adequately allows for the 
risk that it might be wrong. 

One particular area for mis- 
judgement might occur when in- 
flation expressed in terms of 
current prices remains low, but 
inflation in terms of assets prices 
soars. That is precisely what has 
been happening throughout the 
developed world, with the sole ex- 
ception of Japan. As the BIS rather 
pnmty points out “swings of senti- 
ment in financial markets are by no 


means new. but there may be 
particular problems of interpreta- 
tion” of this phenomenon. 

I suppose the question that the 
BIS is posing here is whether the 
markets' current mood is really the 
“irrational exuberance” feared by 
the Fed’s Alan Greenspan or 
whether it is more securely 
grounded. Since we cannot know 
before the event, there is certainly 
a case for designing financial struc- 
tures which are robust enough to 
withstand unpleasant shocks. 

At one level this may amply mean 
tougher prudential regulation - 
one very interesting idea floated is 
that central banks m aybe should 
have less discretion in fixing mon- 
etary polity but able to impose 
tighter banking controls. Translated 
into UK practice, that might mean 
less independence for the Bank on 
interest rates, or rather less discre- 
tion but more explicit targets, and 
tougher powers for the newly ex- 
panded SIB. But the BIS goes 
beyond this and suggests that gen- 
eral macroeconomic objectives 
should be tougher. It is not just 
monetary policy which has to be dis- 
ciplined: fiscal policy has to be more 
disciplined too. For example, 
“Simply stabilising government 
debt/GDP ratios must be seen as in- 
adequate, since at some time there 
will inevitably be another recession 
which will push them back up.” 

It is useful to remind policy- 
makers that there wifl be another re- 
cession. The graph shows what has 
happened to the debt/GDP ratios for 
the Group of Seven countries since 
1990, the period which spans the last 


recession, but also several years of 
recoveiy. In every one of those coun- 
tries, the ratio has risen. In other 
words, governments have failed to 
use the opportunity of the expansion 
to daw back the ground they lost 
The BIS has no precise blueprint 
for what should be done, but the 
experience of the redisciplining of 
monetary policy which took place 
during the 1980s shows that setting 
explicit targets does seem to be a 
useful guide to action. Arguably one 
of the lasting legades of the Maas- 
tricht process, whatever happens to 
the plan for a single currency, will 
be to focus, attention on the un- 
sustainable level of public sector 
deficits. If, for example, the UK 
government bad been forced to 
make its long-term plans for the 
growth of public debt explicit - that 
it would aocept that debt levels 
might rise from 35 per cent of GDP 
to 56 per cent, there would have 
been much greater opposition to 
these plans. The BIS does not say 
it in so many words, but it may well 
be that the next decade wifl see a 
global redisdplining of fiscal policy, 
analogous to the global redisd- 
plining of monetary policy which 


has just taken place. 
The other area w 


1990-1996, % of GDP 






The other area where the BIS 
view ought to be interesting is the 
plan for the single currency. Here, 
the reader will be sadly disap- 
pointed, for foe BIS cannot speak 
its mind. There is a comment about 
foe “euro” possibly taking over 
from foe dollar as foe main in- 
ternational currency and one not- 
ing that foe markets have become 
more convinced that the plan 
would go ahead. But all this was 
written before foe seismic events of 
foe last three weeks, both in Ger- 
many and in France. Presumably 
the BIS would be hostile to a weak 
euro, and its views on fiscal disri- 
pline would point to scepticism 
about wide membership in foe 
first phase. But remember that foe 
BIS supplied foe secretariat for all 
foe work on the nascent European 
Central Bank, and its previous 
genera] manager became head of 
foe European Monetary Institute. 
This, sadly, is one of those few areas 
where lips are sealed. 


The London Sodety of Chartered 
Accountants, foe largest and most 
active of foe district accountancy 
societies with 23,000 members, 
has moved into new offices in 
Basinghall Street, just round foe 
corner from the Guildhall, and 
has elected Nick Hamilton, a 
managing partner of Hereward 
Philips, as its chairman. 

For an accountant he has a dis- 
tinctly purple patch in his CV. 
After qualifying at foe age of 22 
in 1971, he derided to spend, a 
year travelling from Alaska to 
Tierra del Fuego and back by the 
Amazon and foe Caribbean 
before set tling down to foe graft 
of accountancy. 

High points included being 
given shelter in a YWCA when 
he found himself in foe freezing 
Yukon with no winter clothing, 
and then crewing a cargo ship in 
the Caribbean. Low points 
included a 6, 000-foot climb up 
foe side of foe Grand Canyon to 
find the bars all shut for election 
day, and a month pricking tobacco 
in Canada. 

Married with two children, his 
hobbies include scuba-diving and 
underwater photography, and 
playing cricket and tennis, al- 
though be is currently nursing a 
cracked ankle from paint-balling 
with his children. 

He is expected to stand up for 
foe 23 district sodeties in foe face 
of proposals to merge them into a 
smaller number of larger regions, 
and to fight to retain activity- 
based funding from the Char- 
tered Institute itself rather than 
the proposals to switch to direct 
funding by foe local membership. 
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Other reforms including elec- 
tronic clearing are on the way and 
Mr Fava believes the hatching of 
the EMU will simultaneously re- 
duce foe number of cunena®. . 
available for the foreign exchange 
market and promote gold as a re- 
alistic trading competitor to the 
dollar, yen and euro. 


Meanwhile, on the subject of bul- 
lion. Mahatma Gbandi’s face was 
the only real choice to adorn foe 
gold rupee coin struck to mark 
the golden jubilee of -Indian inde- 
pendence on 15 August. 

It was designed in London by 
the Pa twee design partnership 
and will be manufactured by 
Pobjoy Mint in Surrey. 

The reverse is pretty functional 
too, but the new coin weighs 10 
gr amm es of 24 carat gold and is 
expected to sell in India for an 
estimated £100 including import 
duty, a premium of about 40 pec 
cent on its bullion content. 

It will also be a bankable item, 
which will earn interest at about 
3.75 per cent ou minim um quanti- 
ties of 500 coins. Some 30,000 
pieces will be available for sale in 
foe UK. 


Action man: Nick Hamilton was 
stranded in the freezing Yukon 


The London Bullion Market 
Association has appointed Peter 
Fava, a former managing director 
of Alexanders Discount and now 
head of precious metals at Mid- 
land Bank, as its new chairman. 

Bora in Malta, the son of an 
army doctor, Mr Fava was given 
a choice of foreign exchange or 
bullion when he joined Johnson 
Matfoey from Lloyds Bank in foe 
early Seventies and has never re- 
gretted foe advice that bullion 
was foe more interesting option. 

Married with two children, his 
interests include golf and hill- 
walking near his Dorking home 


' and in Italy, and opera, especially 
I Italian. 

The bullion market has always 
been a by-word for traditional 
practices with representatives of 
five old-established City firms 
(mostly now in new ownership) 
sitting round a table “fixing” a 
gold price twice a day and silver 
price once a day. 

The fixing still provides a 
reference point for the rest of 
the world but there are now 12 
market-makers, trading in both 
physical gold and derivatives, 
and in spite of recent rate rises 
interest-bearing gold loans are a 
cheap and attractive alternative 
to currency loans for mining 
houses keen to maximise their 
cash -flows. 


I hear of a major addition to foe 
world of whisky tourism with foe 
opening yesterday of a new visi- 
tors' centre at the Glenkinchie 
malt whisky distillery, just 15 
miles by road from foe centre of 
Edinburgh. 

The centre was opened by Lord 
Macfortane, foe honorary life 
president of United Distillers. It 
already contained a scale model 
of a distillery and is now blending 
foe art of foe distiller with foe 
techniques of son el lumiere. For 
£3 a head visitors will get a 60- 
minule tour, a dram and a £3 dis- 
count voucher. 

The distillery hopes to double 
foe number of visitors to 60,000 a 
year and popularise the malt 
which, I am told, is in the mid- 
price range for malts, light in 
colour and character and an ideal 
aperitif. 
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Indian Metota 1977-100 185.81 4)61 168.79 +10.08 17121 +8.53 
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Sesay 


JO JUNE 1997 


25 


sport 


steps up and shrugs 
°ff the Coe comparisons 


Bums rallies but Finn moves up a gear to take control 


« 



Athletics 

mike rowbottom" 

ovcr thc |as > 
ner^makelSsGr^Bn^ri 

debut aver 800 metres in the 
European Cup learn competing 

in Munich on ^Jio 21 w ^ 

Sway whose junior domi- 
nance led to inevitable wmnar- 

’ ■^ 1 ^ een £lven his call UP 

fern dd Thimsc ,f o f ^ 
^obtem which threatened his ca- 
reer. rhe iraprm'emcm occurred 
during a scholarship to ihc Uni- 
vereity of Alabama last vear 

Last month Sesay- who was 

Bntam s lop junior in 149(1 and 
1V91 - emerged from the wildcr- 
^ * hen , hc c,ock «l Imin 
jkxOisecmLoughKirough. tak- 
ing two seconds off his best. 

But he is anxious to si tfL * r 
clear of any overblown S n L -cu- 
Jauon. “When any *Mm runner 
breaks on to the scene they are 
called the next Seb Cue.’’ Sesav 


said. "It happened to me when 
I was a icenager when I was 
beating everybody out of sight. 
O'er the past couple of weeks 
it happened 10 me again. 

“h s a bit unrealistic really. 
When all is said and done I have 
only run 1:46. Obviousfy 1 am 
hoping to gut down to the 1:41 
[hat Seh ran. but I can’t see it 
happening this year or maybe 
next." While Sesay finally cm- 
barks i »n his international career. 


the competition which Mans a 
week on Saturday looks likely to 
mark Linford Christie’s Iasi ap- 
pearance in a British vest. 

The 37-year-olU former 
Olympic champion, who cap- 
tained the men’s side when 
they managed their only Euro- 
pean Cup win in 19K9, will ful- 
fil the same role in Munich. 

He will run a sprint double, 
seeking to extend nis incredible 
record in the competition of 15 


Great Britain team for European Cup 


Men 

JpOne Liraau Chn&e iPuna Thames Valley 
200m: Irtord QmcM (Puma TVH). 
«fc*»toe*Bhra(rtanSatai).flOOire^ 
Srav tCiv of Leeds). 1500 k John Mara* 
'Cannock & Sufis). 3.000m: Anthony Wnte 
mai |( *EC Aworee,), moom: Antrim Pew- 
un nonfood Hamms). 110m hurdles: 
W* Jaetaon (Brecon). 400m bordhre: On 

* h “»« RoJx-nttauai tfaieff^ KammLwift 
Simn iCrawteyl. Pole we 4fc NcK 


;a iCrawtoyi. Loot Jump: Stew PMps 
iRu^>vl. Triple Jump: Jonathan Edwards 
fGwnheadi. Shoe Mats Praetor irWiara & 
EBi. Dtocuc Ruben Wen iBschtekl Hamer.). 
Hmaon Pw Heed (Newham * Bn. «o00m 
rslsj: tan Uacta iPflueanfr), Danen CampbM 
fSjlc Hanersj. jawn L»wai (Shafteioxy 
Banwri. Dou£ water rNewnom & EBT, Jason 
Ganfcner (Ban & v* sseo. Mvkm Dnonsh. 

'Gx-erev Godva). 4xA00ni rotary: Hoes 
BZajfc (Toth Sofami. hon Thomas inmrum 
& EB|, Man. Rcronfcon [Wntior Sktuon & 
Erani. Jam* Bauicn (CartMTAC). Marti Hvaon 
ovinota Stoush a Etonj. Return Kncwtcs 
■Btrenvtdi. TrswAne reserves: isoore, 
3000® and SJOOOik Ned Caddy (Newquay 
& Pan. Decathlon: fame Quay (harrow). 


Women 

UOm; Snsnone Jambs (ShonKbuy Ebr 
not). 200m: Semitone Jacobs tShahcshuy 
Barnett. 400 bk Dorm Fraser (Croydon Har- 
mfci BOOk Haytey Pany IBnttii. 1500m: 
Keih Holmes (Eatinfc Soulful & Miadteso»i. 
3,000m: Paila Radcfcffe (Bedford & Cam 
HI. 6.000m: Lucy DWrt iShafftsbav Barnet), 
loom iMURlas: Anfpe Thorp (VWHpn). 400m 
tauRfos: Sony Gurmefl (Essex Limes). Htfi 
Jump: DeMre Mom iBramtey Lutesj. Pole 
vault: Jartne Madock (TraHord). LunKjunqi: 
Denise Lewis (BtarchfieM Hamms). Triple 
Jump: Asrro Hansen (Snanesnwy Barnet). 
Shoe Judy Obfaes (Croydon Homers). Often: 
facto MuKemBD ILctajm) Hammer. Lyn 
Spades (Hounslow). lava On; Sham Gibum 
(Notts AC). 4x100m relay: Simmon? Jacobs 
(Shaftesbury Barnett. Mama Actmdson 
iWmdsor Slouf)) & Don), Bev Kmch (Houn- 
5>m). Paia Thonus fflidtarril. Katume Mer- 
ry fBaUmm. Anppa Cooie (Essex Lndies). 
MOOm relay: Phvfts Smitn (Sate Homera], 
Mean CurtatfVey lEdmtaurch Woolen Mrd). 
Dorau Fr%er (Croydon Hamerti, Sidy Gun- 
nel) (E«e> Lodm), Kbctiobe Pierre (Croydon 
Harneis). torrayw Hanson iBncMrtd Ham- 
erst. TraveOng reserve: to Pawy iBnsiab. 


victories, including all seven 
1(10 metre races since 1987. 

Roger Black, who will take 
over from Christie as captain af- 
ter thc event, was named in the 
400 metres despite Ihc rival 
claims nf Mark Richardson. 
Jamie Baulch and Iwan Thomas, 
his colleagues in the Olympic sil- 
ver medal winning relay team. 

Colin Jackson, whose run of 
success in the 1 10m hurdles end- 
ed last yciir when he hnished 
second in Madrid, jasi got the 
nod ahead of Tony Jarrctt. 

“They were tough decisions 
but it shows the strength we 
have at these events." Mal- 
colm Arnold, the national di- 
rector of coaching, said. 

Britain have linished run- 
ners up in the European Cup on 
ihc last five occasions and 
Arnold admits it will take a ma- 
jor effort to prevent Germany 
making it four victories on the 
trot on home soil. 

The women’s team, which 
may be pushed to retain its elite 
status after finishing sixth in 
Madrid, will again be led by Sal- 
ly Gunnell. She continued her 
comeback by finishing second in 
Moscow oh Sunday with her 
best time this summer. 55 JMsec. 



Britain's Richard Bums takes a 
sharp turn during the Acropolis Rally 
yesterday as he tries to maintain 
his challenge to Finland’s Juha 
Kankkunen. Kankkunen, who had 
started the day with a 27sec lead 
over the Mitsubishis of Burns and 
Finland’s Tommi Makinen, had seen 


his advantage over Bums cut to 
17 sec at the end of the 10th stage, 
but slowly rebuilt it to 37sec over 
Sainz as the teams stopped 
overnight in Kamena Vourla. Burns 
was unable to match the Fords and, 
after a spin on the 12th stage, was 
overtaken by Sainz on the final 


stage of the day, the 14th of the 
rally, a victory for Sainz today would 
put him back in contention for the 
world championship, although 
Kankkunen will be keen to secure 
his first win since the Rally of 
Portugal in 1994 

Photograph: Annia Ehrakis/Reuter 


Derby picks up strong television signal 







Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The sudden shift in the pulling 
power of the Derby was con- 
firmed yesterdav when Channel 
4's viewing figures showed that 
Saturday’s running not only at- 
, traded 72.1HX1 people to Epsom, 
but also persuaded many more 
to stay at home. 

In all, 3.5m people watched 
Benny The Dip beat Silver Pa- 
triarch by a short-head, an in- 
crease of 1.5m on 1996. and 
even allowing for the clash with 
England's first match in Euro 96 
which skewed the ratings 12 
months ago. this was more ex- 


cellent news for the worlds 
most famous Flat race. 

The figures will have given 
particular pleasure to Vbdafone. 
the Derby's sponsors, who had 
made it clear that they were far 
from satisfied with last years au- 
dience. The implication was 
that their contract might not be 
renewed after this year's race, 
but now that the Derby seems 
to have caught an upcurreni, it 
is hard to believe that thc as- 
sociation will not be extended. 

“The audience was 3.5m 
compared with 2m lasL year,’’ 
John Fairley, executive pro- 
ducer of Channel 4 Racing, said 
yesterday, “and furthermore 
5.9ra tuned in to the pro- 


gramme us a whole, plus an es- 
timated one million in pubs, 
dubs and betting shops. This 
gave Channel 4 one of the 
biggest viewing shares ever, at 
36 per cent compared with 26 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Warring 
(Salisbury 4 j45) 

NB: Sealed By Fate 
(Redcar 4.00) 

per cent for BBC1, six per cent 
for BBC2 and 1TV and two per 
cent for Channel 5 [the rest 
were watching satellite stations, 
apparently]. It is a reflection of 
the all-round success of the 


Derby that even on an after- 
noon of glorious sunshine wc 
arc able to announce the best 
viewing figures for many years." 

The movement to return the 
Derby to its traditional place on 
the first Wednesday in June has 
thus been stopped in its tracks 
by a storm of positive statistics, 
including the final figures for 
loic business, which were also 
released yesterday. On-course, 
the machine's turnover in- 
creased by 37 per cent - even 
more than the 28 per cent rise 
in the crowd figure - while 
away from the track, turnover 
was up by 20 percent. As a re- 
sult, Rob Hartnett, the Tote’s 
spokesman, said yesterday that 


(he organisation will “throw its 
weight" behind keeping the 
Derby on a Saturday. 

For all that Saturday’s finish 
was one of the most exciting for 
years, the merit of Benny The 
Dip’s performance was called 
into some question yesterday 
when Liam Cashman. the Cork- 
based bookmakers who make a 
habit of being first with big-race 
odds, framed a list on the Irish 
Derby, which is expected to fea- 
ture a rematch between tbc first 
two home at Epsom. Pcintre 
Celebre. Andre Fabre's French 
Derby winner, is 2-1 favourite 
to beat them both at the Cur- 
ragh on 29 June, with Benny 
The Dip and Silver Patriarch the 
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SALISBURY 


245 Patricia Olive 
245 Shalateeno 
3JS Hidden Agenda 
345 Purple FHng 


HYPERION 

4i5 Rock The Barney 

445 Warring 

5JL5 PHONE ALEX (nap) 


GOING: Good w Firm. 

STALLS: Suaotfa i-outm.- - Cur side; InCiT- tosulr; Im4r - sunfe rfrte. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand eourae, mainly U|ihiU and usUnt 

■ Course is :(m SW of city off .VtaTfi l . Salisbury «nuor (London. Wsicrioo-Rxacr line) 
:Jm. Bus servir* in enurae ADMISSION: Members S12.S0; TtaUcnoIk SB; Course Eit- 
dnmvi-l l» i nmjoinksl uibiiT-l'ir. fnv all enriomrrs ). CAR PARK: Fire. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS'. R Hannon - 3fi innncn. from 3tti runner, 
gives a sucre* ixjhi of 1 2.!Nh ami .1 low 111 a S I lovd *aaki' of SdT.ftai; I A Balding- 1 1 Man- 
ners, l(Kt runners 10.%, .S‘tV-0. J L Dunlop - 1 1 winners HIT ninnu*, 31.1%. ■S'lH.hR. 
Lord HunUnRdoB - Ml winners, M runners. -1 C’d, +S:Sf.12. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; L Dettori - - J-f umnen.. f*M rider,, Jl.rAb, -t-S 0.-11; Pw Ed- 
dery- St winnew. 1 10 rides. JUf*. -it V.; T Quinn - U wrlnm-w. 1 IB rales. H.iPN. - 
£42^18; J Reid - lie wmncis, irji rUJn., I'l.'Ha. -i^D.17. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Sun Of Spring 1.1.10) won ai Uevcrk-y on 

LONGDISTANCE RUNNERS: Bali Dance 13. M* Hsw U-on nenl JSl* ndlrei b> C BnoUl 
from Fusion, North YorioJiire; Sun Of Spring i-T l r ,)wtu JN! nuk-* by D rhapnum (rom 
SdJlmflUMi. North Vnrlwhlre. 


disappolnied in hei first handicap behind Undnc* Lady at Beverley, when she was expect- 
ed IQ Ruprave lor the s)ep up 10 Uvs bp. TTut could stiU b« Ute case tar John Dunlop's Caer- 
leorfDy. second m Domftianl Duchess on her Nonmff a m reappearance, as lhesofnsngound 
may have peer) agsmsr her at Beverley. Lonely Heart has been running we* m maidens, 
including when runner-up to IKtestam Hour ovei 10 furlongs here, and should be able to wm 
a race, white consist enl Shateiaeno should not be lar away. Dramatic Moment was un- 
successful on her Leicester roium in April but may do better now. white VMng Dream ran 
wall on her first Flat ran In mis country vdten thnl to Rsing Spray over 14 fufongs here. 
Also of HAerBSlis Data, bred tor this sort of tnp and stepping up from a m*e for her hand- 
icap debut. Selection: TTMiSSA 

3J_5| LAVERSTOCK MAIDEN FtUJES STAKES (CLASS D) £5j000 


added 3YO lm Penalty Value £3fiS6 

OS BHJLACRMH {22] (Conoton l^iTOr^) U FritWJMvGaSey 8 11. 

DO-2 MIIEraREEN(Z))ploomtaiySIiiiOPC)anfeHpni811 

CADSISION LUCKY (Mo, Co*n hteay) G BatagP U . 


.J) Hotbed 2 

J Heidi 

..5 Dram 12 


2 40-00 HKHDGSRE(10)UdGKHMiOld4Si4 D Harrison 8 

00-000 C0UmiY1HMGH|8)(MrsBSim)enCHn^n4S13. ,_J>»1 Eddery 20 

00-000 RAONG HAWK (USAJ (I« [Ms ftaxss Samaoa M Saunces 5012 R Price 19 

540600 BUE AM) ROYAL M iGALiKon) VSjBne5811 CRMtwU 

_MHeoy{3}4 

IQakalfi 

J>RMcCubeO 

A CM IS 

JHnMU 


OtJ-OO COURAGEOUS KJDGHT (8) ft. hKhwocCi ? Ha^YArd £ 3 11 . 
OGOOfJ OSCAR ROSE (Q lOeeie StaHesj M Bolicn 4 8 10.. 


CHEHHTMENTAHYfOaneOijry RaongSaBlflsLitTWd) >VCl»M eitf i r« i^BroraiB UBPoyte 7 

& CMU BOUCHER (tBA) (3S5) ilohn V Sknpson) D Male: 8 LI A Whatan (3) 14 

5 CORDATE (171 Matanmed) J Golden 8 11 L Dettori 13 


0410 RYWG COLOURS 120) iMrs R W S Baer] C Bensead 8 11_ 
304- GET TOKBI (231) (Mrs D Bta D t3uppc* 8 1L. 


. HB0B1 ABSOA (R) iCheden S)ud) R Chatw 8 U - 

3-3 KAHDUB (10) (Kvwlan N Makvuni P Mbteyn 8 U 

50 IMGAOtM (FR) (17) (Vernon Cad Maratel R Harman 8 1L. 
4 M6IY POMT (17) <M E. Waes) I BNttag 8 11 


&0 NnSIKUICY(32)(IArsPatx»Mlci)e*l PMlicbelSU. 


AMdaoneS 

KMk»3 

7 Strata 9 

— Pat Eddery S 
-DaneOTteR 8 

MHtalO 

-MHaty (3)11 
G Hind 4 


24CK16 ROCKHEBABICirCT W (BF) CUteSaUi Mane) M UsherS S 9— 

06000 HORSONGmQfnwFMySinyPairasiraiRAietusiSe? 

000- W0RSMANIQM(3B4)|Mfcetf.l&a$9 MUmer4 69 

141615 KMBSDOMM IRK (17) (D) iDm) Afem G L Moore 3 8 9 . — RPedamS 

0000 PROVE THE POtNT (59) (Mrs Ifcrys DudeMl Mis P Ouifeld J 8 T — JUme Cook IS) 12 

OtWO- SHY PAOOT (377) roantcwyRaa^ Suite iH Cirrri0wiva73iin5« r _BDqto3 

30043 Ofiff PREDKTOR (USA) (17) (Sax) Tns» Panrw^jjii R Hamm 3 8 6 JtaH OTieR lL 

04000 BIAZE OF OAK (USA) [12) (E A naivad) J 0rafc)6 8 5 TSpntal 

00006 RAF® UNERlIUBIMrsVW Jones R Baler 48 5 _VSta«nyl7 

00302 RONQUEIA (TOR 07) ID M Dn»Vt G Haiti 3 S 5 NCMWe2 

- 20 «tedved- 

BETTWS: 9-2 Sub Of Spring. 8-1 Nontax Lad, RocftTba Barney. KngMomTib. RMatiSta iTOr, 10-1 
Chief Predator. 14-1 Two Sock*, Noreoog, 20-1 often 
199& No axTasponang race 

DORSET HAfCTCAP (CLASS E) EAJ325 added 3YD lm Fered- 


2JL5 


EDDIE REAVEY MAIDEN AUCTION FILLIES STAKES (CLASS 
F) (DIV I) £3,750 added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £3^88 

2203 AJBANMWUrwr«wvJonreJ 6Pa*n«8 ?.. 

3 BAUDANCE(19)UAPcnfQua CBaanB 7 -- 

602 BCIBANA M (fbceews Qub Oxners Group <1997)1 J hjs a 1 

MTEIAHEOIsNlXitMWIAsNEWieJdSi. ..... 

20 MBSDMKQOUSnfMGQunilMChamandr.. 

DOTIGHPeteiHoU)»i)RH*nor)83 — 


(Uj(NoirarEWett>i0Sman8 3 


. — L Dettori U 

—II HR* 4 

._ ...Aknea Cook (5) 12 
.. _.PPUm*y(33 3 

—Dane ONa* 7 

-A Daly (5)5 

SWHtwortnB 





mwKHUM warffM 

54 PJORICM OUVEdSHMsrV rortpBre »?r M 7on»*rtt S3 J0ito2 

mi (L Fust) H Bute 8 3 ■■■ ■ ulifr PmZTtS , 

00 BURNMG LOW (24) (VSS Aia E Rod) J S Worn 80... — 

BWBttHlADl (Ataficniet ANewwteeSO — —Jivany* 

BETTVIGE 7-3 Altai Du, M Pxtrida OfiM, 7-1 FqpWi ttengwoux. DuL 10-1 0«cn, 12-1 

■locrey FuBuR. Bonrinc Love, Parisian Lady. 16-1 often 
IMK&Bffi Jewel 2 B 1 Dane ONeri 0) IS8 far W^ ,n) oew ' 11 11 

ARfAN DA deserves to wtai a tace «t need 10 

SuperWiva filly ran Prince Fotey to two on her monUi. 

Dettori mfing ^1 Hamd- 

losmg a leggh r° Beriofcl at n^entty^ butfi^^Pa^rrCTt*^ f^eomers ra tnp FUriwil 

Ser rumng See MaffctW* ion her Haydoch debuL Pi* of me r«^etion: AHJAN DA 
Hannon- trained RepnmaraJ My Dot 

CITY BOWL FtUJES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5000 added 
lm4f Penalty Vtfue £3^48 (n ,„ u^n^as 

DBU4ADC MOMENT J 4 

SS 

T5 



jaBSS/ii second to UxJ 

ffS-Ht 3 SSBKSK — 

her nanuratu 


00 MVSTERY Wli (USA) 04) (SrieAn Motammsd) 1 Gasden 311. 

-14 dedared - 

BETTMft M Kreraft, 3-1 Cordate. 11-2 Bftewuen, 7-1 Mfedy Pctnr, 10-lCHt Totaen. nddn A0» 
da, HjMBry HO, IB-1 othor* 

U9S: Wanoenrg Star (USAl 3 8 11 N Pay 7-2 U Fanshwe) drawl (8) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Peter Chappre- town's BU1EYGREEN tall nerjuvende forni beiwd When second 10 weu-bacted 
St Radegund on tier Goodwood ramnxhicbon IFtyteR Colours ranth). That was ewer seven 
lurtongs and the way she Kept on once headed bodes wefl for her step up to ns distance. 
KowB-ft is me danger Judged stnetiy on tne book. She had GOT Token Lhree lengths De- 
htnd when nra to Techrtcuiour on her Chepstow debut and fitted thu same position on her 
Kempton reappeaionce in MarauDe’s race. Runner-up then was Doyeita.jua a neck m Tram 
butihree-quaneisofaiangUi behind BtueycyeenaiGoodwootLMstyPaMiooiiedasthough 
she would soon wm a race wtwn fourth to Byzantium on her Kempton debut Fifth that day 
was Cantata, also matang her debut. Cordate has Frame Detton m the saddle and is the 
Goeden No 1 ahead of Myteeiy HH. Roger Charlton's good record w#n hs neiwomers means 
well-bred Hidden Agenda must be leaned. Selection: BLUEYGREEN 


1 Value £3,405 

226-60 INCtWIION (24) iD J C aom £ Ltr A R 3 Ubdl M 5tatstac9 7 

153200 DRST CHANCE 126] flktusl Jayson Bto00ao6< Ltd) □ BsnonhO 6.. 
4-2200 AHCUHADO (111 (D) ItAss R Dcbsoni R HodgEs 9 5. 


524355 TWE CAN TELL (14) (Df iDaron Ocfr) C tMtai 9 4 

300-00 onoaGHrvnHYDU(38)iO»AOQeeiUFae&ttx>«oiae> 93- 

50-5 H.YNNAywL(HI1 (UjdteWi Rwai P Kaca 9 1 

65006 HADAWAH (USA) (2Q (Hamcan AI ItaMoura) J Dirt® 9 0_ 

000* SAND CAY (USA) (ID <Mrs D M Kttgiu R Hamon 90 — 

504-00 SOUND APPEAL (24) (R IV and i R F*jerj A Foster 9 0 

OO-KD WARfMfitU] (MSSaundniU Sainlsis90 

050 ARDENT (IQ) (R Ln*l C Bensuao 8 13 . 


ID 

n 
P)ia 

-Jficate HowartfiS 

L Dettori 1 

A CM2 


0 5021 AGENT MULDER 18) (DjiPD&nfe&PCuifel 8 13 to. 

00600- SEA MST 1197) iMm tV ItkIi P Akiphy 8 12 

00-504 SUN QTTHOL (UJ ‘J.trs ArretK BLarracW J Ann 8 12 

»5 MARY CUU (17) (Mrs Rtd Boosuml H Card) 8 12 

252000 JffliyJACIBONffl ‘145* VaanriejRAtet«st87 

006 l«NA)ta(13)(TteL31«)0urn RacmgCUlH APfcnesB4 .. 
565260 CHASETOMM FLYBt (USA) (27) ID W Sump) N Beny 8 4__ 

-Udectaed- 


Pat Bitoy 17 

— DmeO'Naltt 
. — T Spake 13B 
J>Plftapt«(S)U 

AUcGkxwS 

RMm5 

SDnnne4 

DKnini7 

C Rutter 15 


-X Fata 18 
— 8 1MB 
BDojieS 


3.45 


BLANDFORD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,500 added 6f Penal- 
ty Valua £5,277 

-00022 SB? JOEY (USA) BO) (CD) IM& A G ShtJ P Mwphy B9 10 KMoel 

52300- GOtDBt POUD BJSA) (262) (D) IA PGitftnj Gay luteway 5 9 9... Jtaw01MR4 

- ■ (7) 7 

(5)8 


OOOOG DELTA 50ta. (USA) (17) lAmenwr Conrecaon Q P Karro 5 9 T 
0-3516 METER JOLSON (IQ (Q (D) IBQb froomel R Hodfps B 9 4. 
2201-0 FARAWAY LASS (10) (CD) U Rose) Urt rtimreKn 3 9 4_.. 
3CHKD BAJHN ROSE (17) (CO) (C MeKennai M B&rahad 593 


.DHratsn5 
• 3 


14460 PURPLE FUND (20) (D) (Snun Mowtscyi LGQxnel 588 DHoBandS 

rra HI ROBELJJON mo (D) iGeorgS S Thompaan D Aroutna 68 5 SWhtaorttiZ V 

-B HU re U - 


BCTTMG: 114 Str Joey, 9-2 Golden Pwitd, NBater Jolaoo, 6-1 Pispto HteL 7-1 Farwwy Less, 8-1 
Delta SoWL ID-1 Bajee Rose, IB-1 RoMloa 
1996 : Sa- Jeer (USA) 798 M Roberts 10-1 (P Itanhy) dawn (4) 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The adrrxraDte SIR JOEt sriotdd follow up Its success in lost year's rurmng of the race. The 
c«ht-yrai-<*l beat Bayw half a length Dion off a 3ft lower ma* than today's and went on 
(O be a dose fifth to Emerging Market m the Wohingham under a 51b penaSy. Attnou^i he 
lost las way Wet hi the season, he has bounced bach m his last two starts, gang down half 
a length to Penyslon View at Newmarket (Ba)an Roaa 23id of 29i and then a lengh and 
three -quarters to Ogo at Goodwood rPmpie FRng ninth and held). Sir Joey brushed berend 
Delta Sotafl hi Eastern Prophets' Nenraton race on tvs return but should overum mat form, 
even though he is 310 worse off. R remains to be seen whether Delta Soldi has the pace to 
win at this tnp, his only previous success having been over a mde at York. Meter Arison 
had Pel to SoteH i5tb better off! over lour lengths adrift when wmrwig at Kempton last month 
and ateo has the beating ol Faraway Lose dl subsequent Ungfietd runrang behind hricusen 
Lad He should flvo another good account « htmsefl. RdbeWan is very versatile. His turf 
wins haw all been over spruit distances, bur ho has scored Over 10 furlongs on Eouwach. 
He is on a good mark and should not be written off bach on £ass tor mo first txmr ance 
October. Golden Poond has not ran smee finishing 18rh In the Ayr Gott Cup. but no is a 
corsBimt sol aid 5)10 M wn more races Wi year. Srtectloa: SfR JOEY 

SHERBORNE CLAIMING HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3300 
added lm 4f Penalty Vakie £3JL83 


BEnm 9-3 Agon Iftlito, 7-1 WairtaK HadrataL 41L1 ns CtareoL TfaM era Itareer 

ML Send AnwaL JoByJadtssn. 14-1 others 

1996: Gerffle irony 4 9 1 B Ws 14-1 ftl R)«| rtracn '4| 15 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Fust nme in a handicap. AGENT MULDER beat afl oar Blue Imperial tn a held of IB nere 
and me iorm is sound enoirti. i-.itn Blue Imperial fallowing up a- Bam and Agent Mulder 
winning at Windsor, where he Deal JoNy iectaon (61b better off) sw arw a half lengths. 
Agent Mulder appears to be ffwrg the rigyrt way and mrta he gxd enough to defy the penal- 
ly, although m a race of mis sort mere arc always alternatives, an o&ious one being War- 
ring. who ran Blue Imperial to 0 n«* at Bath. Adose-up fourth, there was Sub O’Tirol, but 
he is more wpmed man me Bam swift. Sand Cay. from a yam mat does well here. Hadewh 
cannot t» rated out as she has Ffat Eddery 00 boom and a pu” tor me four lengths 
mat separated tier tram Agent Mutder in Bftie Imperial's race here. The hires 0 ) Flyaway HU, 
Jtntowt and Mary CuU nan shown sigre. tri ability m mariens cm e -.-roiLC Se no surprise 
If they mode more in mar hrst narusutp. S e l ec tio n : AGENT MULDER 

|c 1 c| EDDIE REAWEYMAEJEN AUCTION F1LLES' STAKES (CLASS 
I””! F) (DTV II) £3J50 added 2YO 6f Penalty Vahie £3^288 

tUHSH LACff itosfer Bay* EH A ivarttcnr. Parrels- r.T Vaacs & 7 F Horton B 

CO USA'S H9DE (36) iA u Gntlnj Gat ht£?»as 8 7 KFtaaal 

0 PE7AUW (2fl) itarre: ' aA* Trotw^BreO Bi g 6 ' IRridll 

02 ntOHE AlBt (46) (J E 3 Uctre LJfl P Hjcnn 3 7 J>*t Eddery 3 


500 REEF ULPY CX7) iHjiry CMT&0- fAs f. DuCeU S 3 

2 BERMUDA TRIANGLE (13) iM J Hb'.reH M Hjvreo3 0 


.SDrowM2 


4 JJ5 


.J>FtaMdt(S) 10 
1 18 


21000- TWO SOWS (238) (Ms Sate Mans) J«ng 4 100 

00-500 S£VHlTHEWnON(B) (BBdtaogRaatECUil PUiitiIti4910“ 

lfflm SUN OF SPRWG (5)(D1 IS B 09*) 0 cnaprran 7 9 10 tfe) J>Fmoy{3)B 

man nfc fliieft«ujtode995 JWXaal 


AWtabnfSUO 

EUEVSAHTA (29) ■ Ac-anmJ i'jteang Sewc* 03) a 5 r J Qatan 4 

nSGODOESSUiniAta'.AoiaGaianueiJSVvcredCl M Henry (31 7 

KHNCESS SENORm lBra .1 A Lewndm £ '.HCsri - -sss 80 -C tatter 8 

SHAIADDR (3&) -G PatiM' 3 Uttnan 8 0 B DojteB 

TWO 1 Tig PARK iHiSOC) Pa*. R aqc L^ i ^ Sjara.-! S C RFtadi(5)S 

BETTMG: 154 Ptane Mex. fi-1 Rra Goddess, 7-lUraM Pride. Bemoda Triangle, B-i Petaiof. 12-1 
taphli Lady, Hoot lady, EBoysaata, Prince** Seaorita, 25-1 ettarx 
199ft S^ftMUorl 

FORM GUIDE 

PHONE ALEX found only her smart siaUcmate Daurumg Lady (easy CheKer winner after- 
wards) too 0 aoQ at Sonctawi m a race not has woraed ouf Ad. and she should go one bet- 
ter. Raw Lady inmtni and lira's Pride H3tn of iSl snoutt asa m fresh behma Btoawte 
TrionfSe belied her odds at 40-1 when chasme home SmK Aiioice ar rciKe-Jorw on her 
debUL Sw improuB and rates a dear dangci. EBoycaata and FMGoddeu hare both 
shown atrtty. but Petadng. last of e#« m Pool Hum's race here .5f- on ns oeBur, will ap- 
preciaTe Die eora (uftong and can do dw of theaters Setectkxc PH0M£ ALEX 



_J Fortune fl 


Q ue ^<J b l 

|5g Cruz S— » ruto Lenr. A 

HMd 4^30 R anresfao 

6®557f5»2SrS^»-“ ura 

STALLS: . ^> no im. 

OEAW ADVANTAGE ^ ^ , 8 x 31 ^ 111 . 1<mfnsir 

■ Course Is ‘^ Al '^T adMJSSJ 0 N: nubSli. ^®" 

S&’SSSSaSwsssMjS 

I SSm n FgST TMK: u Jrt (v^J- nt 

SSaS«SBSESSffi&' 


nr T'r'-^-fr«rtf' a ^ n 

5fi iJNfi STAKES lQ-ASS ) 
"r\ £2JB7S aOtiod 2Y0 7f .jaadcS 

» SBSaBB-® 

£ S&eq K=&i 


itoaoMcKeoMl 


K wa^aw^WMOteninas.. 

t 0 Sot 8 B — 

10 0004 SUNSHKPErtlO)JJOWMB5 JCM*P9 

SSSSBSffitfS 

JEROBOAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 

added $f r . 

iaoo aassEM(5qsiMwiead4 9lJ rw" 01 ? 


BETTING: 10-U Royal BvHatai, IM Good Hand, 12-1 J«0e Fteab, 
UagaofL 20-1 Strip's Dmcw 

evening gazette fdj.es handicap 

(CLASS 6) £4y02S added lm 


330 


[5301 


So 

frOOO SOUronaiUL w W NTrf*r|8 10 “^“^5 

nrtMfi rfysaai imtcojQ snwn u bb-^-h — ; 
252) SS* OT J Rairedoi 4 M~ — »«£22flS 1 

°s 

MIM Oty.8-1 MOeshm, Suup*»««l, 2S-1 often 
oTwfl MANCW GOPISIMUCIIMJiOJkHVBNS STAKES 

3aIU| (CLASS n £3,300 added 2m 

saS’ 


I Forbm 1 

.TWVPM5 

JSfteh4 


-Sdedared- 


1 00500 QUEENS CONSUL (31) (0) B RrttacS 7 ID Q MWil 

j 56060 WSSa (280) (0» S rrVrrrt. 5 9 13 J Stefa 5 

3 08300 BBT0FAli(J17)M JB«t) 5910. KDartey7B 

4 4406 IMMSONIIBST(U]MK JRNtSden 391 JFortawl 

5 0300 MflTEHMC(24QUrtUltotiq[4eU ACriwri 

6 -04056 ffifllttARWWWfflroRHtfirt^ 

I 60000 CRUZ SANK 116) IBaran-J 8 7 .-.JCterallfl 

8 000440 B0mAUDY(17)MrsVAC(mAB4 -J4Demta*8 

9 OOOOO STOUN MUSIC [14| H Bar 4 7 ^! IJ Mermagh f7) 2 

10 0&0 CE1»S BAWW (W ? Wte), ai.‘ ^ 

II -645G2 IBaU3ICUCOYIfi9C5(S)Errojliisa6( lO^JOnDridteU 

-Udedared- 

UWffMtr 7a 106. Cefet's BartXW 7a ». JlWfanjeoAf «W*5 7ri a. 

BETTING: 114 IlcSaycuddy Rock*, S-l H«tard« Udy, 

IM Pftft OfU,M QiHpii &n«i IP-1 Qmz 8OTA) 12^1 awn 

METHUSALEM median auction majden 
STAKES (CLASS Q) £4^50 added 2Y0 W 

0 ORCt«EERO«JBW?0 KI Sl52 

0 CUMBRIAN CARUSO (3© I Earran, 9 Q ICoidlU 

OB DtaHAMFUEKpfiJTLtiHt* 91 ' 5 De» Md(MH lfl 

EAGER WERO M Brntan &0-- fi Bretal 1 

40 esnmD( 3 )UOanm 90 — I Forbne 7 

FUWNX U OA 9 0 

2 LEKDAHAIBdU MJJWrinriBO— -JMmU 


9 tUDERE»ha^90. 

10 MOLMXAMSONGSJMPreuXdC -.SMMdll 

11 PERCY JSOtnrJ^ 3D KHodgHw4 

12 0S6 SEMEDBYFMEfflJVa'farrrSO MRktawU 

U SR.VnHMKflftfcT*ad90- WRwiS 

14 WnOW««)eTDSar=iS9, Rlapotos 

- 14 teetered - 

BEnwct B41rel AHrad. MCeekrare, Esuppretftiaceftni, Moeo- 
tata Song, 12-1 tartum Hyre, Seated By F#ft, 1B-I octar* 


330l^ 1 ^ N * 2A ' 1 ..HANDICAP (CLASS F) 


|4 m 


£3^00 added 3Y01m2f 

500-50 H«BU)MJYJPEsre97 WBjeoU 

-41170 TtXXSflTGO (323(D) 11/^73^5 6 4 

3-6031 SP*M0T{4)UftEasaqr96i5ei> GPaddn&)UB 

43502 BAR8ES80 (10) C ramri 9 T State! (7) 10 

40060 B0UER0MJBeir ] 92 P Roberts (5) 9 

00400 CHORUS SONG (18) ? CoKi-Hyar 9 1 ....R Kw$n (3) IB 

33W» BLUE HOPPER (29) MCtmnrSl3 JF£0*6 

050150 FATHER EDDIE (S) (D) J J CTN&I 6 13 I Future 17 V 

5003 FLASmtKBT FLOOD [UJ C OajerS 13 ISftcfclE 

60036 VMQrSTHAIMAN(22)SCV.~£Rts8 10 KDreteyl 

006 QAMANKA (17) M Bsi 8 8. - -MFwftB2 


406 MUWSI0NafflT£ttra^63 J Carol 11 

00M UWf SALOME (21) J 8 3 Jffrrelgl? 

00600 ALAVA CONSONANT (19) J e«nt: 5 3 .TMta»3 

40400 GROVERURLAOCUQULVaneSl flpsAl 

500 THMCA&Aflf (48) R CfttZgiS 1 LOanreekS 

0&0 DtSSWCIWI HIES (lfl) VJ Ucttoen 8 0 .. J tanH (S) 8 

-17tarid- 

BEITBJC 5-1 Sparky, B-l Toueh’x'pj. Boflero, Chorus Soag, Buo Hopper, 

FMtftta' Flood, Who's That Mra, 12-1 often 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


joint second-favourites on 3-1. 
Johan Cruyff, trained by Aidau 
O'Brien, is an &-1 chance, with 
Ashley Park, winner of the 
Leopardsiown Derby Trial, on 
14-1, and 16-1 bar. 

There is no mention of En- 
trepreneur, who just a few days 
ago was expected to be the 
horse of the season. His disap- 
pointing run at Epsom is stQJ un- 
explained, and the location of his 
next run uncertain, 'it’s very 
frustrating," a spokeswoman 
for Michael Stoute's stable said 
yesterday, “but I suppose he's 
entitled to an off-day. Perhaps 
it was just badly timed." If so, 
this was the only thing about the 
1 997 Derby that was! 


| Royal Hunt Cup Handicao tlm\ l( 

Horae nramer/weuSu) 



Tote 

Hawfastav Ml iMra j Ransoervaa I3ihi 

12-1 

12-1 


Mawinco iG wra&i'7simii 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

TreftmoB iR Alrehuist/9si4ioi 

12 1 

10 1 

10-1 

14-1 

GoU Suets (M Stoure/SsryiD, 

14-1 

14-1 

12 1 

14-1 

12JL 

14-1 

Yalta IR Owtton'7suvn, 

14-1 

Dandrat ImuM U Baiiinc.sa2ihi 

16-1 

1J 1 

14 1 

J2i 

16-1 

14-1 

14-1 

BoM Hfarris (E Purtott-ifenHiDi 

16-1 

16-1 

16-1 

16-1 

Crumpton 190 (N Grafuni'BaBlhi 

20-1 

lb-I 

l&l 

151 

Winter Romance (E DuniorvShuihi 

20-1 

l&l 

14-1 

20-1 

Can Juhiea iR Charttonr'kri.-Uhj 

Xl-1 

20-1 

201 

25-1 

Amrak Aleeto (B Hantiur«.«>aahi 

25-1 

25-1 

16-1 

26-1 

Terthmi (M Wane/7a9»Pi 

25-1 

M-l 

26-1 

..30-1 

Toast The Smeeee (A CBoeniirfi/7si9io 

25-1 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

HammoretefaiiSaeeC tun Sumnr/RciAihi 

25-1 

2S1 

25-1 

25-1 

Cadoain Tryst (E Duntoa'Rstlbi 

2S-1 

33-1 

251 

25-1 

Sandabat (M Stoute.'7«9ibi 

-5-1 _ . 

_33;1 251 

_ 251 

Loooiv laador (R Harnc<v^a3ib) 

33-1 

33-1 

25-1 

20-1 

Alanwbi (W HaaasJSsti 

33-1 

33-1 

25-1 

25-1 

HaTs PM (D Uxler/Ssaiibi 

33-1 

251 

33-1 

25-1 

Raroooz (B Hanbure‘9a7>tii 

25-1... 

w* 

.. . _33-l 

P5-.1 

Each-way a Quarter die odds, places 1. 

\ 3. 4 tRoyal Ascot Wednesday. IS June J [| 


1 Wokingham Handicap (6f) I 

Home (TrameT/waffit) 

Conri 

WHtoaiHffl 

Tote 


7-1 


9-2 

51 

Bfshops Court (Un J Ramsden/SstSfoi 

12-1 


14-1 

121 

Best Before Dawn (A O'BnervBstlOtW 

14-1 


14-1 

151 

Bonn Joanne (T EaaertAy9H7lti) 

16-1 


19-1 

151 


16-1 


18-1 

151 

Denotime (N Catartian/BstAlb) 

20-1 


16-1 

20-1 

DoMrio Bounce (P Matary8st9to) 

20-1 


14-1 

161 


20-1 


20-1 

16-1 

Oiaa (P MahnySstSibi 

26-1 


20-1 

251 

Atauri tD WeldflriV9si» 

25-1 


7S-1 

251 

Clan CNef U AmcM/&st3U» 

25-1 


25-1 

251 


26-1 


25-1 

251 


25-1 


2S-1 

251 


25-1 


20-1 

251 

Saa-Ooer (C Dwvei78a6lti) 

20-1 


25-1 

351 

Sta Joev (P Murahv/aaflib) 

20-1 


20-1 

251 

To The Roof IP Hams.'Mlltoi 

26-1 


25-1 

251 


26-1 


25-1 

151 

Tumblewood ttidffe iB Me>ehaiV8sL12lb) 

25-1 


151 

251 

Wan** Time IB Meehan«sUOnw 

20-1 


25-1 

251 


25-1 


33-1 

.. 251 

| Each-way a Quarter the otfOs. pfaces 1 Z 3. 4 rtfajal Ascot, Fntfay. 20 June) | 

i RACING 

RESULTS 

■■ 


NOTTINGHAM 

230: 1. COftlACHY CASTLE (Pte Edtiwy) 
4-11 lav. 2. Moontabcti 9-2; x Airita At 
Dawn 16-1. 7 ran. 3, 3'fr, iBMeenaa Lonv- 
boufitl. Tote: £L20; £1J70. £1.60. DF: 
LLSO. CSF: £2J5. 

3JXh L LAIIAJUTA U Tate) 2-1 lav; 2. 
SottB Factora 11-4: 3. Banriwgli Boy B-l. 
G ran. 17.. l'A. (J Eustace. Nawmarlreu- Tote 
€3.60: LI 90. £1.70. DF: 0.20. CSF: 
£747. 

&30: 1. HARRY WQLTON (K Fatal) 
10-11 fav. 2. MandBak 3-t a. Stowmf 3-1. 
4- ran. IVh 3V:. tH Cecfl. Newmartret). Tote: 
€L60. DF: £Z20. CSF: €3.93. After o sow. 
anfc’ Inrjtary. the ptodhgs "wnaifiatf iratoat 
4JNfcL SCARLET CRESCENT tPQrBttoj) 
2-1: 2. VantaMuc Trick 4-6 tar, 3. Chart- 
ten Imp 12-1. 4 ran. 1%, J ,L (Pwawyn. Lam- 
bourn i. Tote £2.40. DP £X10. CSF: £3.52. 

4.30: 1. SALSKA IT Sprata) 11-1; 2. 
itamrefok 11 4 far. 3. wmnebaSD 20-1. ID 
no. Sht-nd, (A Streeter, Umreet a i. Tote 
£1330; £230. £1.60. £1030. DF: £20.10. 
CSF: £3830. Tncast £56050. Tnu £32880 
(part want. 

530: 1. BLOCKADE (R Mullert) 6-H 2. Re- 
nata’o Princ e 9-2; a Fount Fantasy 7-2 
lav. 13 ran. l'A. I 1 /:. iM Sett. NewmariteU- 
Tote £630: £2.50. £1.80. £1.40. DF: 
£35.60. CSP £3039. Tnu £3530. NR: Hap- 
pv-Vemurer te4 Hdpoy Venturer (SO-U nos 
irtftdtawn not under orelefs. Hute 4 doesrxx 
oociy. 

Ptooapot: £49.10. Qmutpot: £2730. 
Place 6: £3030. Place S: £2836. 

PONTEFRACT 

ZA& L TAMStW BAY (G Dufiett) 52 it 
fain 3. Tangerine flyer 4-1: X Snentfllmea 
50-1. 34 ran. 5-2 jt fav Cunbnan Cadet (5ft). 
5. 1. if) Boss, Newmatet). Tote: £330; 
£1-60. £1.30. £1430. DP £330. CSF: 
£9.99. Tnu £310.60 U»rt won). NR: htm- 
ona. No 13 Manana fl6-zj nas vahtiraan 
not under onf&s. Rule 4 does not epply. 

3J£ 1. ANCHOR VENTURE (W Ffywi) 3-1 
fav; 2. BoM Top 10-1: 3. Diamond Crown 
7-2. 14 ran. Ml 4. IS Wdoas, Newmartio). 
Tote: £3.90; £1.60. £2.80. JUL90. DF; 
£15.40. CSF: £3192. Tntc £16.00, 

34W5c L. PRETOI SOT (A CUfliJ 14-1; Z 
Faby prince 251: 3. So Intrepid 9-1. 14 
«fi.M l* Parne Agsi (fidii. L HL (M Duds, 
DotfingBn). Tote: £1^20; £5 JO. £6.70. 
0.40. DF: £24130. CSF: £311. 4a Trust 
£1031.42. Tna £38630. 

4JLS; 3. BOWCUFFE U F Efipr) 9-1; Z 
Ptaasuro Trick 8-1; Z Kara ARrawa 11-1: 

4. NctatkMi 10-1. 18 ran. 4 1 fav Foma 

l&M. tft, 3. 3L C Alston, London). Data: 
£3.00; £180. £2.30, £5.10. £230. DF: 
£4060. CSF: £7932. Tncast E79L16. Tna 
£27020. 

4*46; 1. ABQWEEN (Dale Gbsaro 11-10 
fav; Z Panama House 4-1; 3 , captain Me- 
Chur 13-8. 8 ram. IV.. nh. (M Dotfc. Dar 
ltr®on). Tote £2.50. DF: £230. CSF: 
£4.51. Nfc Coioua To Gold. 

OXScLMARSHMARreoiDUennyBen- 
SOh) 9-1: ZBetaria 16-1; ZTMUeraFol- 
h> 33-L10 no. 11-4 bv Bubble Wn$ (5th). 

5. Etfa-hd. u Hetherton, Malian). Tate; 
mift £3.10. £3.40. £4. 70. OF: £4630. 
CSF: £125.93. Trc3ec £4.060.67. Tna 
£203.70. 

Jackpot not won icod of £181)33, 28 ear- 
ned fafwartl tn Sriiaxiry lafay). 

Plaeepoe £1397^0- quadpot £l853a 
Pleee 6: £ZB2JL45. Pface 5: EZ0593S. 

WARWICK 

GJaLWRWPROTlfiC (Damn WBanri 


. Hay Da 

9 ran. Me 1V<- (Mrs L Jewell. Tote: £81.00; 
19.40. £1.40, £130. DF: £36.90. CSF: 
£115.00 Tncast £42432. Tna £96^50 (part 
won). 

&45: Z M QUESTION (M HMs) 1-2 fav. 
2. ExpteriJtHtoodus 12-U 3. The Rounds** 
25-1. 7 ran. 6. 6. IB Hitts). Tote: £1.40; 
£1.10. £3.20. DF: £2.80. CSF: £7.14. 

TJS: i. GA1APMO (R MirienJ & 1: Z Pay 
Homage B-l: 3- neegwiasqao 5-2 fav. 9 
ran. Hd, nk. iMes Gay Kaleway). IMae £4.6a 
£1.50. £1.90. £1.10. DF: £31.10. CSF: 
£40J56. Tncast £11X83. Tito: E2&00. NR: 
Raise A Prince. 

WINDSOR 

8Xtt X BLUSH IMortto Dwyert 9-Z Z 
fttmn ja ra 10030 fav: 3. AI Uberfa 6-1. SB 
ran. IVi. ly*. (M Pipe. WetUngton). Tote: 
£S9Cf. £2.70. E14Z £2J50. DF: £8.40. CSF: 
£16.49. Tna £29.60. NR Jaarim, Yo-Mate. 
No 9 Vo- Ala® t25-l} was withdrawn not un- 
der orators. RUte d does not apply. 

7 DO: X DAYRELLA (Martin Dwjert 15-Z 
Z SaBy Breen 9-1; Z WHI To Win 6-1. 14 
ran. 11-2 ft fans Shitting Time. Larmtna. V*. 
Z IW Mux. Lambouml. Tote: £9.20: £3.0a 
£320. £180 DF: £3190. CSF: £72^5. Tn- 
cast £415.95. Tna £2330. Nft Rse TV 
Shine, ft** Fantasy. 

■ Double Trigger: recovered from 
abscesses on both front feet, is back 
on course for next week's Ascot 
Gold Cup after working after rac- 
ing at Pontefract yesterday. He is 
likely to he equipped with Winters 
for the first time in the stagers' show- 
piece. His trainee. Mark Johnston, 
expressed himself “delighted" with 
Double Trigger after the six-year- 
old. ndden by Bobby Eliioti. had 
worked ov er a mile and a half with 
his stablemate Eldorado, partnered 
by Jason Weaver: Wearing blinkers 
for (he first time in his life. Double 
Trigger made the r unning and fin- 
ished a couple of lengths ahead of 
Eldorado. Double Trigger won the 
Ascot Gold Cup two years ago and 
finis bed runnerupta Classic Chcbe 
last vear. 
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England reap rewards of fidelity 


for Lewis 


Derek Prince 

considers the 
change in approach 
that brought about 
a home triumph 
in the first Test 
against Australia 


O ne of the inevitable re- 
actions yesterday, foJ-‘ 
lowing England’s 


lowing England’s 
storming win over Australia in 
the first Comhill Test, wfl] be: 
Where on earth did such a : 
powerful, sustained perfor- 
mance come from? Quantum 
leaps may occur in sci-fi ad- 
ventures but they are not mean! 
to happen in cricket, at least not’ 
English cricket, which is sup- 
posed to be inefficient, mi- 
competitive and a breeding 
ground for underachievers. 

On the face of it, it is not an ' 
easy question to answer. Em*- 1 
lish cricket is undoubtedly an of 
the above things and yet, among 
the mess, a national team has 
triumphed against the best, if 
not currently the freshest, Tfest ' 
side in the world. Even so, peo- 
ple who have watched Engl and 

over the years, not least the Aus- 
tralian players themselves, are 
probably still rubbing their eyes 
in disbelief. 

There is no doubt that the po- 
tency and passion of England’s 

performance surprised them. 
Mark Whugh, presently more fa- 
mous for his critical remarks 

about the state of our game than 

his run-scoring, was genuinely 
impressed. Apart from England 
combining as a team, he reck- 
oned Nasser Hussain's 207 was 
probably the best Test innings 
he has ever seen. 

“It was never that Sat out 
there," Waugh said, talking of 
the Edgbaston pitch. “Having 
played with him at Essex all 
those years, I just didn’t realise 
he was as good as that." He also 
felt, along with many others, 
that Darren Gough bowled his 
socks off. “I reckon he’s picked 
up a yard in pace,” added 
Waugh, who twice succumbed 
to what Gough described as his 
“jaffas." 

In the past, one of England’s 
biggest problems has been the 
lack of a consistent strike 
bowler. Do mini c Cork came 
close, but his potency relied on 
swing, which is fickle. Devon 
Malcolm could destroy teams 
with his raw pace - as he once 



scuffle 


ft* 31 

rfo&~ 


Suney yesterday came out "• 
strongly in support of C3ms 
Lewis after he was involved . , 
a scuffle widha spectator at Tfefcl 
Oval on Sunday. The England^- : * 
all-rounder was seen to tangle 
with a drunken, man when 

in* nitch after the AXA’w 







Momentrof victory: Mike Atherton and Alec Stewart raise their bats in celebration as England win the first Test at Edgbaston on Sunday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


did to Sduth Africa - but he 
sprayed Tnore often than he 
reaped.*: 

It is dpt a mantle that has 
hung nasally from anyone's 
shoulders' but, since Cork's in- 
juries, it has fitted Gough more 
naturally than most In cricket 
it is often inappropriate to sin- 
gle someone out but there can 
be no doubt that Gough has 
been a powerful factor in Eng- 
land’s recent success. Gough has 
always bowled wicket-taking 
balls, it is just that he does it 
more frequently now. 

It is a transformation has 
come about naturally, though 
being left out of England's 
plans for last s umm er caused 
the fast bonder to question his 
approach and forced him to ally 
consistency to his exuberant 
ability. He also taps into bidden 
reserves when he plays the 
Aussies, and his 6 for 146 at 
Edgbaston was, despite ap- 
pearances, probably his finest 
performance at Test level. 


He hits the seam more often 
too, which happens when your 
rhythm and confidence are re- 
stored, and there is little doubt 
that he has been the pick of 
England's bowlers since the 
drawn lest in Auckland. As his 
team-mate Hussain revealed, 
when asked about Gough’s per- 
formance: “It’s wonderful to 
know he can come on at any 
stage and get you a wicket or 
two." 

The back-up of Caddick, 
Malcolm and Falham, was im- 


over the winter. Taken by some- 
thing that Allan Border once 
said, that “Australia compete by 
outfielding their opponents and 
playing with more passion and 
aggression," Atherton has made 
his troops work hard, stressing 
the importance of close catch- 
ing. The results have been im- 
pressive and you have to have 
a long memory to recall when 
England last shelled anything 
remotely catchable. 


More important, however, is 
that Atherton is in charge of the 
kind of young, athletic side he 
envisaged captaining when be 
returned from the West Indies 
three years ago. Unfortunately 
Raymond Illingworth then 
stepped in to take charge, which 
led to a period where changing 
personnel meant the side were 
in an almost permanent state of 
flux - a situation AJcc Stewart 
yesterday confirmed when he 


portant and gelled welL They 
must be used, too. for Gough 
must not be overused. Indeed 
he is nursing a sore shin at the 
moment, a niggle, which if not 
new, would certainly benefit 
from rest, and he is unlikely to 
play for Yorkshire when they 
play Surrey in the Champion- 
ship on Thursday. 

But, if many see Gough as a 
turning point, the England cap- 
tain puts the success down to 
gradual improvements made 


Opening salvoes 


How England's form In the first Test. has indicated trie 
outcome of the series over trie last 20 years 


Ag^fnst an sides • Against Australia 

Won first Test and won series -13 Won first Test and won series -3 
Wbn first Test and lost series - 1 Wbn first Test and lost series - 0 
: Won first Test and drew series -1 Won first Test and drew series -0 


Lost first Test and lost series- 16 
Lost first Test and won series! -2. 
Lost first Test and drew series - 3 


Lost first Test and lost series - 5 
Lost first Test and won series - 1 
Lost first Test and drew series - 0 


said: “hi the past we used to turn 
up and introduce ourselves to 
each other.” 

Under the new selectors, 
however, continuity is a promise 
which, with nine out of 12 se- 
lected for Edgbaston having 
been on tour in New Zealand, 
is one that has dearly been kepL 

“Players are more relaxed 
when they know they are going 
to part of Lhe set-up and un- 
derstand each other's role.” 
said England's coach, David 
Uoyd, as he waited for the least 
afflicted from last night's cele- 
brations to fall into breakfast. 

But. if the England coach 
would have been justified in res- 
urrecting his “We flippin’ mur- 
dered 'em.” soundbite from 
Bulawayo, be instead gave cred- 
it to the selectors as well as Lord 
MacLauria and the English 
Cricket Board. 

“When I took charge as 
coach, England bad just come 
back from South Africa, and a 
poof Wsrid Cup. They were low 


and disjointed and needed sta- 
bility. They also needed some- 
one to believe in them and give 
them confidence by sending 
the right messages from above. 
The whole structure does that 
now, and they have people 
around them that give them a 
chance to express themselves.” 

But even though Australia 
looked at their most vulnerable 
in a decade, Lloyd, like his 
captain, was not going to get car- 
ried away. 

“We will enjoy our success, he 
said, “but don't intend to gloat. 
You’ve got to remember that 
this is one match in six and that 
there will be sticky times to 
come." 

Asked if he knew how Eng- 
land could improve further, he 
said: “You improve by stretch- 
ing your ambition." It is an ef- 
fort England are clearly making 
- and one which Ladbrokes 
have already responded to by 
making them 4-6 favourites to 
win the Ashes. 


leaving the pitch after the AXA.W 
League game against Essex. . 

Lewis plays in today’s Benson n - 
and Hedges Cup semi-finaJo.. - . 
against Leicestershire at the ; 
Oval and Surrey cricket man-.* 
ager, David Gilbert, said: •Tftr" 
done and dusted as far as we are.,- 
concerned. ... 

“Chris had just bowled ana’ 
over which had gone for a lot:-? 
of rims and we had lost the q 
game so he was pretty wound V \ 
up as he came oft. He didn’t / 
need some goose deciding to : , 
come up and harass him." 

Surrey’s chief executive, Paul - 
Sheldon, added: “Chris Lewis t 
was subjected to verbal and then : 
physical and racial abuse at the, ak. 
end of the game, and following ': 5 * 
a brief tussle the spectator was 
forribty ejected from the ground. : 

“This club utterly abhors the 
use of any kind-of racial abuse - 
and will continue to work with • 
stewards and police to isolate . 
such incidents and to protect its - 
staff arid players." 

Leicestershire's Ben Smith- 
will not play today and may 
struggle to return to action for - 
another fortnight. His place in / 
the side looks certain to go to 
former Oxford University cap-' . . 
tain Gregor Macmillan. -w* 

In the other semi, Kent, who 
play Northamptonshire at Can- _ . 
terbury, will leave a decision on ~ 
the fitness of Graham Cowdrey 
(hamstring) as late as possible 
with David Fulton standing by. . 

Warwickshire's chief execu-A, 
five. Dennis Amiss, yesterday ■ ' 
expressed his relief after the ... 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board confirmed Edgbaston 
will stage next s umm ers open- 
ing lest against South Africa. 

The ECB had warned War- 
wickshire that they faced the 
prospect of losing the right to . 
stage Test cricket following 
problems with pitches at Edg- 
baston. But the wicket for the 
first Ashes Test was rated good 
by umpires Peter Willey and 
Steve Buckner and the ECB’s . 
chief executive, Tim Lamb, to- 
day revealed die threat to Edg- 
baston had been lifted 
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Babbel ready to leave Bayern for United 


Ki 


Football 


GUY HODGSON 
AND PHIL SHAW 


Manchester United's attempt to 
strengthen their defence by lur- 
ing Markus Babbel from Bay- 
era Munich is likely to succeed 
- because of the Bosnian ruling. 
The Germans have a choice: ei- 
ther accept the £5.5m offer 
from Old Trafford now or risk 
losing him for nothing. 

United, who see the 24-year- 
old German international cen- 
tre-back as the successor to 
the injury-prone Gary Pallister, 
have tabled a bid which is un- 
likelv to be turned down be- 


cause Babbel's contract runs out 
next June. Then, courtesy of the 
Bosnian verdict, he could go to 
Old Trafford without Bayern re- 
ceiving a fee. 


Uli Honess. Bayern's gener- 
manager, said: “We have 


al manager, said: “We have 
had an official bid from Man- 
chester United and will be deal- 
ing with it in the next few days. 
If we accept the offer I presume 
the player will be going to Old 
Trafford." 

United's manager, Alex Fer- 
guson. has also offered Rangers 
£5m for Brian Laudnip, who 
has said he wishes to leave 
Glasgow, and who was having 
talks with the Dutch club, Ajax, 
yesterday. If those break down. 


both United and Arsenal will at- 
tempt to keep the Danish in- 
ternational in Britain. 

In United’s favour is the per- 
suasive power of their goal- 
keeper, Peter Scbmeichel, who 
was with Laudnip in the Den- 
mark team that defeated Bosnia 
in a World Cup qualifier over 
the weekend. 

Manchester City are consid- 
ering making a bid for West 
Bromwich Albion’s Richard 
Sneekes. Agents representing 
the 28-year-old Dutch mid- 
fielder are trying to persuade 
Maine Road to pair him with his 
fellow countryman, Gerard 
Weikcns, who has been signed 
from SC Veendam for £500,000. 


Graeme Souness, who 
resigned as manager of 
Southampton last month, has 
agreed terms to become the 
coach of the Italian Serie B side, 
Torino. The former Sampdoria 
.player should sign a three-year 
contract worth £300,000 a year 
by the end of next week. 

Roy Hodgson is set to com- 
plete his first signing for Black- 
burn this week, with the Swiss 
international defender, St6- 
phane Henchoz, 22. expected to 
conclude a £3m move from the 
German club, Hamburg. Hodg- 
son gave Henchoz bis interna- 
tional debut when he was coach 
of the Swiss national side. 

Coventry City head a clutch 


of Premiership dubs vying to 
sign Craig Burley, the versatile 
Scottish international who was 
left out of Chelsea’s FA Cup- 
winning 14 last month. Burley 
has a year left on his contract 
at Stamford Bridge, but is un- 
derstood to be ready to move 
on after failing to make even the 
substitutes’ bench at Wembley. 

The Stoke City board will 
meet this week to discuss a writ- 
ten offer of £2Jim from Birm- 
ingham for last season’s leading 
scorer, Mike Sheron. Birming- 
ham have also renewed their in- 
terest in Port Vale's Northern 
Ireland winger, Jon McCarthy, . 
for whom they had a £1 .5m bid 
rejected last season. 


Sack in E 


Brazil still play the beautiful game 


You read your World Soccer dili- 
gently, you watch faithfully 
everything that moves on satel- 
lite television - but still they 
come to take your breath away, 
these unknown Brazilians who 
suddenly seize the European 
stage. 

Where do they all come 
from? Denflson, the latest in 
the line of twinkle-toed ball 


Ian Ridley reports from France on the 
thrill of seeing a team full of joy and flair 


playera, actually hails from Sao 
Paulo, the city that brought you 
Juninho. In fact, as the under- 
study to Giovanni, he keeps his 
predecessor as ball-earner at his 
dub out of the current Brazil- 
ian squad. 

Denilson is just 19 and was 
winning only his fourth cap 
against Italy in Lyon on Sunday 
night. At times when he was in 
possession of the tall, either ca- 
ressing it with a pass or brave- 
ly dribbling at the toughest 
defenders in the world game. 


you wanted to stop the match, 
to point him out to young play- 
ers and say: now that is what a 
footballer should be. 

It would have been madness, 
of course. You never wanted 
such a match to stop. “It was the 
best match I have ever played 
in for Italy,” said Alessandro 
Del Piero, who probably played 
his best match for Italy in scor- 
ing two of their goals in the 
3-3 draw. 

Neither was the sooreline due 
to bad defending, at least not 
on Italy’s part. The physical 
contests between Fabio Can- 
navaro and Ronaldo, Christian 
Panucci and Romario, were 
terrible yet beautiful, the peak 
of defensive and attacking arts. 


Panucci secured the prized 
possession of Ronaldo’s shirt 
and is to give it to a seriously 
ill child back home. 

Then there was Denilson, his 
open, youthful face a throwback 
to the smiling countenances of 
the 60s you grew up with. He 
typified the Brazilian determi- 
nation to strike at the heart of 
the defence, confident and cer- 
tain of their own skill and con- 
trol. One weaving run deserved 
a better fate than a stab wide, 
caused cannily by Alessandro 
Costacurta's nudge at the cru- 
cial moment. 

Memo to Mario Zagallo: 


please play Denilson against 
England in the Parc des Princes 


England m the Parc des Princes 
tonight. In fact, play as many of 


Sunday's team as is possible. 
Such an attacking side will test 
England's goalless defensive 
record away from home under 
Glenn Hoddic to the limit. 
The English have acquired at 
this tournament a reputation 
for toughness. 

One change, at least, will be 
made in the Brazilian defence 
with Mauro Silva suspended. 
With Aldair's place in doubt af- 
ter his uncertain performance 
against Italy. Marcio Samos 
could be paired with Goncalves 
of Botafogo. who has recently 
been talking about how much 
he would like to play in the Pre- 
miership. 

The real business for coach 
Zagallo and his squad comes 
this weekend in the CopaAmer- 
ica, but an intriguing contest 
should be in prospect lonighL 
England may have already won 
a suprisingly keenly contested 



'*** for thh 


DenBson: Another gem rolls 
°ff the production fine 


toiimoi - the age-old problem 
of something beingwrong with ■ 
football's scoring system when 
the type of Brazilian football on 
display here does not merit the 
prize - but, if not exhausted 
from their efforts a mere 48 
hours earlier, this budding 
team, promising to be better 
than the 94 World Cup-winning' 
one, will surety give its all. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

UETOORNOJ DE FRANCE 
England v (730) 

MPwc des Princes, Paris) 


England face Dutch examination 


Ivtheind^bvdknti 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: New Zealand Maxi XV v 
, Ireland Devetopemeni XV (8.35am) (at 
Palmerston North). 


Hockey 

BILL COLWJLL 

re ports Groningen, Netherlands 


Speedway 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: St AusteS v Peter- 
borough (730). 


JULY/AUGUST ISSUE 
OUT NOW. 


Other sports 

GOLF) British Women's Amateur Cham- 
pionship (Cruder) Bay; Atwtieen). 
TENNIS: Stella Anew men’s tournament 
(Queens Club. London]: DFS Class* 
women's tonnament lEdgaaston). 


England meet the Olympic 
champions, the Netherlands, m 
a one-off Test match here 
tonight before moving on to play 
in a four-nations tournament 
where the two countries will be 
joined by South Africa and Pak- 
istan. the world champions. 

Surprisingly, England have 
made just one change from the 
squad thrashed by German}' in 


Duisburg 10 davs ago. The ex- 
pected return of Russell Garda, 
who had engagements with his 
Dutch club. HDM, that week- 
end, has left no room for Ted- 
dington's James Wallis. 

The sole change will have 
done nothing to address the lack 
of speed in the English defence 
whidi the Germans exposed, al- 
though Lhe availability of Guy 
Fordham, who was injured in 
training in Germany, will help. 

The Dutch, who in March 
beat England 6-0 in Karachi in 
the Golden Jubilee Tourna- 


ment before losing in the final 
to Germany, will provide for- 
midable opposition as Eng- 
land start their build-up for 
next year s World Cup in 
Utrecht. Pakistan, England's 
opponents in Breda on Thurs- 
day and in the same World Cup 
group, could be the most in- 
teresting match. 

BWLAND SQUAD tv Netherlands. Tatt 
faaAnf)' Q Wooft, tScumgngj, B 

WWWV .A Hughey. JPidcooW.BSlnNbs 
J3! rteddmgtoni.Reart 

rtMHDM Nrtw*«fc,. c OSes 0-anen. Merhe* 
C#b>. D Han (Mmi. J Loe 


- 1 
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LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 


ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 
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Richardson 

does bit 
for British 


Tennis 

*ATT tench 


: >~"L V ® ports fa™ Queen's Ctub 

v vraoiy over Armenia may not 
- i mite rank wiih those twcr Alls* 

r ivH An6 P CTman y in ,he latt 
• Jyj- in his own small 
i^^^hardsondidhis 
l for the British sporting sum- 
ier here yesterday. 

™ aki ns a shocking 
aru TOBUfcnn contributed to 
]C *f. eI good factor bv rc- 
wnding in a manner ‘com- 

5flni« etc - v al odd s with the 
Hiniltfl cre p*ype rank and file British 
Jt -Q-nms player to beat Sargis 

: •*;*" Jr 9«" t 7 ’ ** W in the frst 
iii ln ,und of die Stella Artois churn- 

'd m it, ° nsh ! ps ‘ ^ ,r Richardson, who 
,0 ^ funked 172 places below 
.I.., ir BSi a n. it was a triumph as 
uch ,° r fighting spirit* and 
amKh « em 4 f ‘oughncss as technical 
•penonty. 

^ A " encouraging afternoon 
n 'P*- r 1116 home crowd continued to 
• en,, -l 1 minutes later when Martin 
e camc back from losing the 
^ s ‘ ^ eVt -n games of his match 
~ - - ih Andrei Olhankiy. die Russ- 
l grass-court specialist. 

7; ^Richardson could hardly 


stock, operates out of America 
and sports a goatee all of which 
brought to mind another Ar- 
menian .American. The com- 
parison seemed valid in the 

opening set. for though Saxpdan 
my lack Andre Agassi’s dollars 
in the bank, not to mention hit 
pounds round the midriff, he 
certainly displayed some of the 
Las Vegan’s shot-making, no- 
tably a series of blistering ser- 
vice returns that left Richardson 
helpless. 

Trailing 5-2 the Briton ap- 
peared doomed, bui then finally 
found his range, particularly 
with his service and forced u tie 
break. 

The first eight points went 
with service but Sargsian forced 
the break with a lovely quick 
forehand down the line and 
went on to win 7-4. 

Richardson's response was 
splendid, however, forcing an 
early break in the second set and 
then capturing Sargsian s serve 
again with a ferocious backhand 
cross-court pass. 

Richardson took the set. By 
now Richardson was in com- 
manding form. He had earned 
his wild card for this tournament 
on the back of his excellent 



triumph of the spirit: Andrew Richardson on his way to victory over Sargis Sargsian at Queen’s Club yesterday 


k. i ■ '-'•uiu naruiv 

ve been less impressive in t he Davis Cup victory over Zim- 
> ^mng exchanges, the 6ft 7in babwe's Byron Bl'ack m April 
I hander mnvimi cl. ..utw - - r 


- .t hander moving slowly and 
easy volleys as he trailed 
. 1 5-2. 

Sargsian is of Armenian 


and was dearly relishing the op- 
portunity to show the watching 
Davis Cup captain, David Lloyd, 
the lull range of his shots. 


“I realised they were very 
good courts,*’ Richardson said. 
“It suited me to stay back on my 
second serve.” 

Richardson was especially 
strong on the backhand side anil 
it was from this source that he 
(breed the break in the third 
game, forcing Sargsian to vol- 
krv into the net. It was Sargsian s 


game (hat now appeared 
ragged, his volley particularly 
suspect, and Richardson was 
able to hold serve fur the re- 
mainder of the set to claim a 
hard-earned victory. 

In the second round today he 
will meet his friend, Tim Hen- 
man , whose status as the No 4 
seed earned him a first round bye. 


If Richardson's start was poor 
it was textbook compared to 
Lee's. “1 was very, very nervous,*’ 
the 19 year old/forwhom this is 
his first senior tournament since 
moving out of junior tennis four 
months ago, said. “The first set 
was over in about ten minutes." 

Lee. who was ranked No. 1 
in junior tennis a year ago. 


then mounted his own come- 
back, shrugging aside the 350 
ranking places that divided him 
and Olhovskiy to beat a man 
whose most famous victory 
came over Jim Courier at Wim- 
bledon five years ago. 

The day began less encour- 
agingly for Britain with Henman 
dropping out of the world top 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


20 for the first time in five 
months, while Mark Jteidicy did 
not catch the mood of the day 
when he lost to India's Lcander 
Paes in 54 minutes. 

■ Monica Seles has made a late 
entry into the Direct Line In- 
ternational Championships 
which begins at Devonshire 
Faxk, Eastbourne, on 16 June. 


Iordan falls short for Bulls 


isketball 


acade 

" w ehael Jordan, the top scorer 
. . the Chicago Bulls in their 
73 defeat by Utah Ja a, which 
riled the NBA Finals in the 
rih game on Sunday, was told 
• • t he had looked mortal. 
Mortal in the sense that we 
. or mortal in the sense that 
. dn’t score 60 points?” Jor- 
, who scored only 22 points, 
id. 

’ There’s different wavs yon 
•*■ ... look at it. the way my out- 

was tonight. 1 didn't really 
re what you're accustomed 
1' .. . eeing, my average of 31, 32 
r: " '~ : 33 or whatever” 

rhe nine-times scoring 
impion, looking for his fifth 
;A title, scored just 10 points 
Ic he lust three quarters, then 
1 12 in the fourth. 

:"•*! felt 1 was able to find the 


rhythm. You were probably 
happy when I was stroking it 
pretty good," he said, mildly 
making fun of his questioner. In 
the fourth quarter, however, he 
also committed two of his three 
turnovers. 

“In terms of the outcome of 
the game, 1 made a couple of 
[bad] passes. I missed a couple 
of shots and 1 guess I looked 
like a mortal person at the 
time." . . 

Jordan, whose basket in the 
last seconds won the first game 
for the Bulls, said he knew that 
for some people the games 
turn into “expectations of what 
Michael Jordan does, and make 
people like you realise that 
there's going to be games where 
I can't live up to the fantasy or 
the hype that people have built 
Michael Jordan to be. 

“And I'm accustomed to liv- 
ing with that. I’d rather make 


it exciting and score 60 points 
and win - so that you feel hap- 
py - but there’s going to be 
nights when J can’t do that. 

“And I have to accept that 
and look at it as a motivation- 
al situation, that next game 1 
hope I can please you." 

Smiling as the roomful of re- 
porters laughed, Jordan added: 
“If it doesn’t happen, then I’ve 
got to keep looking further in 
the future.” 

John Stockton had a band in 
10 of Utah’s last 12 points - as 
Chicago scored just two - but 
his long gridiron football-style 
throw to Karl Malone, just 
inches out of read] of Jordan, 
will be best remembered. 

When Malone, the main re- 
cipient of passes from the 
NBA's all-time assists leader, 
laid the ball in, it put the Jazz 
ahead with 45 seconds to go. 

“I think Stock knew it bad to 


be the perfect pass," Malone 
said. “The pass he made is 
probably one you'll never for- 
get in basketball," John Sloan, 
the Utah coach, said. 

“Because 1 don’t know how 
he made it and got it past [Jor- 
dan] Lhe way he did, and Karl 
being able to catch it. They've 
done a lot of that over their ca- 
reers, but it’s one of those things 
that came at the right time." 

“It was a beautiful pass,” vet- 
eran bench man Antoine Can- 
said. “It was kind of reminiscent 
of quarterbacks. Of course, the 
catch was great also.” 

Jordan said he had been 
caught off stride, and never be- 
lieved he could gel to the ball 
- but he was a fingertip away. 

Stockton wound up with 17 
points, second on the team to 
Malone's 23. He shot six-for-1 1 
from the field including two-of- 
three from three-point range. 


Wigan off the mark 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


Wigan began the job of restor- 
ing British pride in the World 
Gub Championship with a 
morale-boosting 22-18 victory a i 
Canterbury yesterday. 

Britain’s most experienced 
side in international competi- 
tion became the first in this tour- 
nament to beat southern 
hemisphere opposition, after 
building up a 22-0 lead at Bel- 
more. Jason Robinson scored 
two tries and Simon Haughton 
and Andy Johnson one each as 
Wigan took all their chances 
and Canterbury missed theirs. 

However. Wigan were hang- 
ing on anxiously at the end as 
their travel schedule, their de- 
fensive workload and the kiss of 
their captain. Andy Farrell, 
with a hamstring injury all 
caught up with them. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


: T. . Tt - 

-.rat: 


Tomba back in Bosnia 


.-.ling 

: !y’s Alpine siding champion 
ierto Tomba travelled to 

rrn'a yesterday to promote the 

t peacetime slalom race in 
■ ajevo, where slti resorts were 
ied apart during tbe long- 
ning Balkan conflict, 
bmba said the “Slalom of 
ice" on Mount Bjelasnica 
side Sarajevo would be held 
^23 December and pledged to 


bring 10(1 of the world’s top 
skiers for the event. “With this 
competition. I want to show the 
world what has happened 
here," Tomba said. 

Mount Bjelasnica. where 
Tbraba competed in the World 
Cup in 1987, now features 
skeletons of ski lifts strewn on 
the mountain, and rubble where 
hotels were burned to the 
ground by the Bosnian Serb 
army in the summer of 1993. 




: aldo settles for third place 


If 


3c Faldo's quest for a seventh 
jerican tour victory, and his 
"ond this season, came to an 
-<i when he bogeyed the last 
) holes of the Kemper Open 
» Potomac. Maryland, and had 
j settle for joint third place, 
se shots behind the winner, 
1 > ']* tin Leonard. 

^ Hie real story, though, was 
collapse of Leonard's fellow 


iinc: 


American, Mark Wiebe who 
mised two short putts on the fi- 
nal two greets to hand the title 
to his compatriot. He had been 
four dear after seven, but three- 
putted four of the last 1 1 holes. 
Fhldo, who compiled a seven- 
under-par total of 277, bad a hat- 
trick of birdies from the 13th to 
be only two behind, but pidled 
a five-iron into sand at the short 
17th and pushed his approach 
wide of the final green. 


Australian rales 

AH. USh round: Norm Mefaxsne 15-15 1105) 
RvunUr 12-7 (79); Careen 12.12 (84) Brts^ 
barer usm 9.9 (63). 

BasebaH 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Boston 12 demand 6: Oak- 
land 7 Taronro 5; Seattle 2 Dsro* O; New Yorti 
Ybrtete 3 Mtantaa 1: AraMm 8 MnasoB 
6; Bsovreira 2 CNcago wwb Sac l: Kansas Cm 
AFeras 2. 

NAnOfML LEMUe St lame 9 las AnflNw 3; 
ttusan 9SM Dep ft RUMototoa Pna«*i 
2; Morweal 5 Owago Cuba 4; CofaraOo 7 Fton- 
aa " <0&g&ner. Son FtanOECO S ASMS 3. ROM- 
New Yort Mrts v OncmOMialrtl 


Basketball 

NBA Hoate Utah 780**®) 73 (best- 

en senes t KoJ 3-51. 

WDHBTS EUROPEAN CHAMPKMSMP, (teal 
rou«)fe«»Apn Tim i fin ii»gu»*®)BtMB 

84 Cascn RepuDtc 69. On* B tnesfs Rusea 
66 fca)» 62. 

Boxing 

EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS (8km- 


Radkrt SinoJ Aim non by IV# Midiats. OM 
Taffonf. You Gt*e 268 tot 7 (A McGrath 78); 
Lancashire 180 IN T Wooc 50) YortaMie woo 
by 96 run*. . 

Equestrianism 

Hunter classes at lhe Rojd International 
Horse Show wilt begin at 6am on 10 
July at Hictataad. The eariy start «Mil en- 
able exhibitors and their supporters to 
attend the pro-hunting Countryside 
Rafly tn London, which is due to begin 
at noon In Hyde Park. 

Vofra are to end their sponsorship of 
the shmr Jumping and dressage work) 
cups at the end otnert season. The dres- 
i finals in Gothenburg on 2-5 April 
” and the show lumping finals in 
Helsinki on 16-19 April 1998 wfll be 
the company's Iasi events. 

LISBON NATIONS CUP SHOW: Si 
bom Cm 1 BeJflum 8 too* 2 . _ _ 
Bne*. Swtaalord 12; 4 Ranee 18; 6 Genrony 


nmwnihwirfBi. SereMInalKA! 

Si) W R Goz&nwl. iGoort 7.5; MWer M J 
Kvnoianen (Fm. a i Fir bL- A SheduUn (Row 
m iMei. 57hs a hDfVx^v (Ruj bi S Buie (Engl 
71 Iqs E Kaiamsev (ftia bt M Lee WO. 7Ste 
G HiM0 IHonj bi M Dean (Efifi). 91*e 
shim iShn m P Ptcw*' ttngj. 

(Gcri m N Laarowe (Yu& ^ 3nft AVMsante 

^ A.-w irc iiitti) tx F BouicAa (fn B-6. A Koatxgti 
<Rasi bt S Bu*e (Enfil 7-5. 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH 

Lankj 192 tor 6 dec (R S Mmamana Lae- 
,«l bWMs 30 •» 3 

iRW 1 •«* 56jJJ 

42); Susses 181 hi 9 U p Pywront 52. I A 


2ft Slhe Wemenarefc 2L 08: RWwae u FW- 

eh dear. dear. Cetm (G Gooser) 12 tees, dear. 

FwrwBWAmaWfO 802 : vwuai wage 
ttrrre (N Station) Oar A. 

BLAMCIT CA8H£ HORSE TRIALS (trl); 1 Pre 
rt the Sty (W fta-Pm. GS) 43^5 penmew 2 
The Coatoy Fla m ferns, G Bt 52.2: 3 Oawy (M 
Ttidd. NZ) 52.6: 4 Word tar v/tsa (M Todd iCi 


West Bromwich Albion will today com- 
plete the signing of the Presun winger 
Kevin Krtbane for £L25m. 

Bolton, the Nationwide League champ- 
ions, have won the Fffs Fair Play award 
tor the First DiviBton, with Luton and 
Wigan taking the Second and Third Di- 
vision awards. 

Napoli, the fcakan Serte A side, have 
signed Jose Luis CaMeron, the Argen- 
tine International anker, from Inde- 
pervDeme for next season. Last week 
Cesar Luis Menotn. the independieote 
coach, confirmed he would be moving 
to Sampdorla next season. 

WORLD CUP Atare an Ora* IVra (Itanoi: 

9yns 12 (Art 23, 5ft 66, Tateb 82. 2Hdon 66. 
88. 9a ShaM) 57. Rtwrey 89, Ate) 82. 89. 
noted 86) Mafcferes ft tan 3 (Aao X 79. Baqsn 
521 Myrowan 1 (Ronov 19). 

SWB4YS IATE (CSUUSe Wedd Cqp Curepaan 

Group Sh Ofa—Md): Span l (Horo pen 40) 

Crech RepUirc 0: C Bu l f od oJ : Yu^otreo 2 (Soo- 

cewc 17. unw 7§ O owtio o. t“ 


Canterbury scored three con- 
verted tries in the test 15 minutes, 
but Wjjgan’s tadding, superbly led 
by Gary Connolly and Mick 
Cassidy, saw them through. 
“There was a lot of British pnde 
out there," Cassidy said. “W: 
knew we had to come here and 
cany the flag for Britain.” 

Those sentiments were 
echoed by the Wigan coach, 
Eric Hughes, who said: “The 
British game needed thaL" Per- 
haps the most relieved man, 
though, was the chief executive 
of European Super League, 
Maurice Lindsay, who must 
have been embarrassed by the 
woeful efforts of some other 
English clubs over the weekend. 

“It’s wonderful that we are off 
the mark." Lindsay said. “I 
hope that victory will inspire al) 
our teams to more successes." 

The Auckland Wfeniors’ cen- 
tre, Anthony Swann, wfll lace a 
disciplinary panel this morning 


T Heron 69 70 72 67; J McGovern 72 69 68 
6SC L Roberts 70 69 & TO. *78 i Han 89 74 

69 67; P SttOTMw*! 67 72 69 71; D Foreman 
72 71 66 7L 380 L Aren 71 70 70 6ft S 

j (Aus} 71 69 70 70; P Mckebon 69 73 
1 70: 7 D BUte 70 72 68 7ft 7 Smdetar 71 
68 68 73. 281 8 Crenshaw 68 72 73 68: P 
TMarae P® 71 71 69 7ft 7 Kelly 69 73 69 
7ft P Jordan 73 70 68 7ft D Uw 73 68 69 
73; R Ataeon (Me») 70 72 68 71; 7 Maggert 
72 69 68 72. StaOCCOft 282 7 M Qlazabal (Spi 

70 89 71 72. 284 V S^i (FW 73 70 71 70; 
KHosoteM (Japan) 70/072 72. 286 0 Fiost 
(SA) 73 68 72 73: B Hufflas (Aus) 69 73 69 
75. 288 C Pony (Aura 73 68 75 73. 


RaByfcng 

ACROPOUSRAUir. 
$«cend ttaqr landtag 


Voorta. ClOaee) 
IJKantamen 


56.7: 


528; S Shmngans M Fca-Pni 

B Oare»(BTaa.Na 570. 

Football 

Bourne mo utn yesterday took an im- 
pcxtant step towatos surwal wtiai cnsl- 
dos voted to accept the dub’s proposal 
to enter a Creators WAaTtary AgBemenL 
The credit o r s have apeed to write off 
a proportion of the club's debts, and 
trie Inland Revenue and Customs and 
Excise are now expected to drop their 
windmg-up action ewer unpaid FAYE and 
VAT totahng around £300.000. 


akAmmra 

2 (Crespo 44, Simeora 64) Pent ft fCWtoW 
Eaoto 1 tGrarara 44) CJnle 1 (Salas 63K (Mas- 
m * m|i Uto&nyHSma 7) CaomBd 1 (Hieare 
47: (VWan): VeneareN 1 iSawese 63) Sofavre 
1 ICasun 73). Worn Cup Oencacte Zone n- 
Bta rauod (S4a s afiredar): 6 SaHady 0 Meo- 
callL Garoa 64L Cup Mricn Zoo* 
Graop Ore ffiOMtayk Gunaa 3 (F Caifera pen 
10. Fteenfeu og 24. OmSjt 8 561 Buna Faso 1 
iZons»9). Gnrei Itaw (POitaaMokw Ftaom&c 
rf CDT0> 1 Demooaae Wpu»c al CDn& 0. Oov 
Foot (tarn*): Tocp 2 iSatou 8. 20i 2tft«abwe 1 
tTakwro pen 7lTitaJorl iagi» low; New 
England RwoMnn 0 Los Angeles GBtav D (Rev- 
ofcMon wn smar 2-2). 


Golf 


^ Fort 3br26ciwi37sec; 2 C Same rspi FonJ 
327^4; 3 R Bums IGB) Mosutbstu 33738; * 
TIO WM FVi)*— )M03ai>4ftBTRadB)BW 
Ota) Tovaa 3000ft 8 U NWeMGeO Mssuaert 
ft3&27. 

Rigby League 

SUP6T LEAOUK MSA WORLD CUJ8 CHAMPT- 
OMHT Pool K CNotartuy <0) IS. Wfpa (10) 
22. CteteWC THoa fernenngroa Ryan. 
Taro: Goal* Hc*®n 3. VAmc Wea Vtaumion 
2. Maugrnon. A tevaan; R o n Fflrrta 2. Rbul 
(10880). 


after the league decided that he 
has a case to answer over the use 
of a knee on St Helens* Andy 
Haigh on Friday. Swann will be 
charged wiLh striking an oppo- 
nent and could be ruled out of 
the rest of the British phase of 
Auckland’s tournament if he is 
suspended. Auckland are also 
being wanted about their tech- 
nique of playing the ball and 
back-chatting to the referee. 

Haigh. who was taken to 
hospital for a check-up after the 
incident with Swann, does not 
have a broken cheekbone. He 
has severe bruising, but will be 
fit for the game against Cronul- 
la on Monday. Paul Newlove is 
also regarded as an outside 
possibility to make his come- 
back in that game, bui Bobbie 
Goul ding could opt this week to 
have an operation for a hernia 
and effectively rule himself out 
of that fixture and the meeting 
with Penrith six days later. 


(Eg) 15-13 17-15 15-14: 0 Mendings (Eng) « 
A Mum (Paid 16-12 15-17 8-15 15-13 15-11: 
TGamvLEng) M AAF&aaeeb (Kuw) 15-5 15- 
815-iTAGoumnteO«KShO«dytE0 1 7-15 

16- 11 15-8, N Taylor (Eng> bi t ten** )Erg> 
15-11 15-9 158; D Bare (Wall bt k Low (Vfetoyi 

17- 14 16-12 13-16 15-14. 

tennis 

SXHlAARKXSCHAMPHMSHPIQMan'tCkre, 
londo rt Sign, test rounte S lareeu iCren 
bt P Antta (Rom) SO 6-2: L Pees thd) bt M 
Prachey (GW 6-1 6-2: J So* WSl N N Gotten 
(SA) 7-5 7-8: J KnwwMd tGert bt J Stotertert 
(Aus) 7-S 3-6 6-2; D Ntatei (SA) M U Ced (IS) 
6-4 6-t; J Fiwa (Aig) bt A Boetseh (Ft) 7-6 7- 
6; S Oraper iftnj ta 5 Seoto VM 8-7 €- 

4; A Rcnatoi (Gbi w s Sor^ran lArmi 6-7 
62 6-4; J Gofenan) tFW bt C Hamd ISA) 7-6 
6-4; M tee (GB) bt A Oltttnfly (RuS) 0-6 6-4 

6- 4; AOBneo (US) bt Q Raoux (Frt 7-5 4-6 8- 
ft L Herrera (Meu at M Ondresta (SA) 7-6 4-6 

7- 8. 

CCRMAN ORAS8«OUniDUmuei7(HtaW 
Slnghis. Bret rmxt M Sucn (CM M Be K«r- 
bacberrtSon 4-6 7-S S-Z H Dreetaram (Gw) 
bt F Starter fieri 6-4 6-U 7 Munr lAut) bt D 
Pmcsi iGeri 3-6 1-0 (Wnoe* retired fryured). 


Russell Coutta, the mgnmg work) 
match-facing champm. has announced 
he w« rwt defend his Ode next montii 
m Sweden. He and he crew. Ssnon 
□aubney, Brad Buttery* Orth. Dean 



j (US redera aaSmSjc 274 J teonanl 

69 69 69 87. 275 M Web# 69 67 86 73. 277 
G Norman (Aus) 66 7173 67; N Wee Cm) 66 
72 72 67; NFoktatGB) 73 65 68 71; M 

7 7S 67; 


68 70 67 72. 278 D A Weta ii i g 69 67 1 


Squash 

AL. AHRAM HTERKAINMiAi. (Cater, l 
aBHytas ractabft P MarstBP iEj* w S Preni 
I Gen 155 15-8 lS-3; J Daw lEngKh taw* 


NAMENT (Prioiy cam. EBgbratao) Si ng— , re«t 
reraxt R McQudbn [Aus) MS Tates (Croo) 6- 
1 6-3: L Netand nan HR Grande <» 5-7 6-1 
6-2. T lanasuBBn) (Thai) tx M 7u (US) 70 7-5: 
CCnsKfl iRorn) bt E Gagteifc (Sure) &7 7-66- 
3 h Brants (US) be M Soda (te*» 63 7-8: G 
Heteson-feSsen (US) « J Cfu lUS) 6-4 fro; N 
Hwnura Lteram bt L McMetf (US) 3« 6-4 0-7: 
K Kince (Ausl os U WeFwanner iGer) B-2 6-2: 

0 CbaOMVB (ft Repl or S FVWra*s (fn 6-3 4- 
C6-L 

CARBSOMTERNAnONALTDIJRNAMNT(Bo- 
togre. It) Stagtas, test mud: A 
tSoi U G Sebeuer iAud 6-1 6-1: A Portas 
w E Aitarez (Spi 6-» 3-6 7-e. J sanetec (Sin 
M C VBn Garese (Brt) 6^ 6-4; M Martgt ita « 
7 Dampen fFrt 4-6 7-6 6-t Q UurVf iSp) a 

1 Van Here* (Bell 6-4 7 5. 

LEASING ATP RAMUISS: 1 P Sampras iUSj 
4X39(«: 2 M Chana (US) 3.727: 3 G tane*- 
uc tCraai 2^03: 4 T Mister IAud 2.789; S R 
tvapeeh wan) 2.44ft lY KteW a r tee Z279. 


sport 

Threat of 
grand prix 
ban for 
Villeneuve 

Motor racing 

DERICK allsop 


Jacques Villeneuve, the world 
championship leader, faces the 
Pyspca of a fine or exx-n a ban 
when he appears before motor 

sport s authorities tomorrow 
to explain a series of critical 
statements uhout Formula One 
racing. 

The Canadian, who eudeav- 
9 urs h* tighten his grip on the 
title in his home grand priv or. 
Sunday, claims recent safety 
measures have been too ex- 
treme and reflect an over-re- 
action following the death uf 
Ayrton Senna, three years ago. 

He has said also that new reg- 
ulations scheduled for next sea- 

Min -- including nam nver curs an J 
grewed RTes— will make racing 
more boring, tempting drivers to 
consder a switch to IndvCars. 

Villeneuve’s assertions, in 
onlv his second season of For- 
mula One. have incensed the 
sport's world governing hotiv. 
the F1A. Its 'president. Max 
Moseley, has al reads given the 
-6-year-old driver a’ public rap 
over the knuckles. 

Moseley said: “If he thinks it's 
not fun. I'm sorry." He went on: 
"The drivers have their millions 
to spend on all the fun thev 
want." 

According to (he grapevine. 
Moseley has told Villeneuve in 
unequivocal terms that if he is 
not happy with Formula One lie 
should go back to IndvCars. The 
maverick driver can expect a 
similar message when he faces 
the FLVs world amneil in Paris. 

Moseley appears determined 
to uphold the authority of the 
F1A and may seek to make an ex- 
ample of Villeneuve. The FIA 
has an almost unlimited range of 
sanctions available, including 
heavy fines and suspensions. 

Villeneuve and Williams will 
be particularly' aggrieved he 
has been summoned so close to 
the Canadian Grand Prix. forc- 
ing him to delay his flight to 
Montreal. 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER 

1,000 

Tbe number of botfles of beer | 

- plus 100,000 yen {£535] 

- received by Kaaiyoshi Miu- , 
na, for being named man of 
the match as Japan beat 
Croatia in the Kirin Cup in 
Tokyo. Miura, trie former 

■ Genoa striker, scored twice 
' in a 4-3 vrctoiy. 


CRICKET 

SCOREBOARD 


Costcatter Cup semt-flnaJ 

Onebaym aan 

Yorkshire v Gtoncaatarslnrs 
HARBOOtre e l uw— tn h U atartVortcrtlreby 


ytsMita won «bs 


.ja 


UOMaaiDM:tiln& 

U%ascCirtflrt>A»r* 

CVWtoDDwb ^ 

R AKemramu#' not aw J, 

8P»tafe u»* b Steers 29 

D 5 Lehmann ne* our JS3 

Extra* 1105. w71 02 

TOW tb» 4. WSOW** — 405 

IWtlft 2155. 5-167. 4-213. 

WdootnottPIBtatay.MJHoerarlGMtafi* 

Dn. C E W Stewwt R D Swthp. 

BntnC Lew* 7-0-37-1: ShMra: U -0-38-1: 
MnnaWk 62-480: Iww 3-0 h 66-0: Don 11-0- 
55-1; Afcvno 6-1-33-1. Young 3-0-23-0. 


N JDamrc Btete* 0 SAmnott 1U 

p j CunUN c BUtey b SWenood — -3C 

S Young bSAremnod JJ 

MALyncncWMabSWT* fil 

T M C feTKCrt *» b IMifr 14 

R J Dra go n not out .49 

iRCI W— n » notour -J9 


It*, m 2 . ntfiS 9 

TIM bbr 8, U OHM) 308 

RM 1-45. J-99, 3-158. 4-202. 5269 

DM Mt lwt: "M W 4)mne. B P On J J Uwl h 

RUvraz. 

a onteC BMnaob U-660-3: femjton 94-0-51 
a HtWBiO 22-0- lOft ««no u-o-se-l; lAniv 
11-LM4MJ. VHm 7-0-44-1. 

IMiptaK 0 J Conranm an) J M Hsnc. 

Starting today 

U.0 infers SMad 

BENSON • WS6ES CUP Snraamlt (OnHbqr 
lutartmj; Canrartay; Kent i 
iw O ta 5wa i Lti a awaw 
COSTOiriER CUP trara m [0*» 6»»): Ham- 
(M Dunam « scutum 
AON RUM Tmpbjr ffinfrWffc EMW VatK (kn- 
[iijji , Sooktst. Sh*nioy Paric MCC ’’cuna Oc- - 
etna v Essex. Stateortfc UnorCarnr-.ii Vtfiaesn. 
W teta op muter ntnmgiamsiwe l Duron. 
MNOR COUNTIES CHAMPtONSW (Rr*t tS 
raek Hone P ei M ra i. = g jug auw 



R1DCfT npR.r BILLS CAN BE SPREAD AND IF AN AMOUNT OR DATE 

;“ C d A S™ 5KE wa be notified well in advance. 
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England’s fidelity high 

Derek Pringle on a new approach 

sport 

I'K. 

bringing Test success, page 26 
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Brits show grit 

Matt Tench on the new wave 
of home hard meni page 27 


INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL: Shearer and Ronaldo, the supreme No 9s, lock horns tonight. Glenn Moore reports from 

Goal goliaths going head to 



Gerd Muller, Mario Kempes, 
Paolo Rossi, Diego Maradona, 
Jurgen Klinsmann, Romario. 
Over the past quarter of a 
century these men have gone 
down in football lore as the 
strikers who delivered the 
World Cup for their country. 
Who will add their name to the 
legend in France one year 
from now? 

Two of the leading candidates 
meet in Paris tonight: Ronaldo, 
of BraziL widely accepted as the 
game's best striker, and Eng- 
land's AJan Shearer, arguably 
his leading rival. 
x While neither player is like- 
ly to follow Maradona in 19S6 
and virtually win the World 
Cup on their own both will be 
key figures if Brazil or Eng- 
land are to triumph. More 
than ever goalscorers are a 
pre- 
requisite of success at the 
top level. 

"You need that cutting 
edge to win the World Cup 
in the modem game," 
Glenn Hoddle said as England 
prepared in Versailles yesterday. 
"Any team can build a side 
with good organisation and 
techniquebut it is not enough.” 

France's performances in 
the Toumoi de France prove 
this. Technically adept and 
well-structured, they have a 
clutch of outstanding players 
but no goalscorer. In attack 
they are choosing from Nico- 
las Ou6dec, Christophe Dugar- 
iy, Patrice Loko and Florian 
Maurice, strikers who have 10 
goals in 54 matches between 
them. Alan Shearer alone has 
surpassed that in his last 11 
internationals. 

Ronaldo, meanwhile, is com- 
ing back to his best after being 
distracted by contract and trans- 
fer negotiations. His goal in 
Sunday night's spectacular in 
Lyon was quite brilliant, as was 


pass in a claustrophobic 
penalty area to set up 

uario's equaliser. 

Franck Leboeuf, who has 
itched both Shearer and 
joaldo from die French bench 
i this tournament, said: "They 
: both outstanding playere in 
ferentways. Shearer is more 
intelligent, be is always in the 
right place. Ronaldo has more 
st, pace and skill.” 
tie pair met this year at the 
>rld Player of the Year 

j in Lisbon (Ronaldo 

first. Shearer third). “We 
Itted through his interpreter 
foTta couple of hours,’’ Shear- 
er aid “He was very level-head- 
ed^ very down to earth. He is so 
young and he has already 
played for possibly the biggest 
club(in the world. 

! is very strong, very pa»y- 
He das a good first touch and 
he can go past three or four 
players from the half-way line 
and nut it in the net. Romario 
is more deceptive: he has a few 
flicksland the arrogance of a 
great 1 player. He has been 
around and is very street-wise. 

Shearer would not compare 
himself with the Brazilian as he 
is “nomappy taking about my- 
self, but Hoddle was only too 
glad to [praise his striker. "He 
has gol everything, even the 
right temperament,'’ the Eng- 
land coach said. “Until he does 
it at the [highest level {a World 
Cuplyoifhave to reserve judge- 
ment hu[ he is up there with the 
best. 

"Both [he and Ronaldo are 
very single-minded. They just 
want to put the ball in the net 
If you look through the history 
of football the great strikers like 
Muller and Lineker had that 
They can! score all types of 
goals, witd the head, left foot, 
right foot iose in, from outside 
the box. And they are still 
young enough to improve.” 


Hodjile appeared to overlook 
Ronak o and Shearer’s ability to 
•provid : goals as well but he has 
a lot or his mind. Italy were torn 
apart h i Lyon and Hoddle said: 
"It is : nteresting for me as a 
coach o see if we can defend 
prope: ty against the best 
offensi re side in the world. 

Not hat England, their con- 
fidenci high, will be over-de- 
fensive . They recognise that to 

have ai y chance of winning they 
will ha re to attack as they are 
unlike v to keep Brazil out. 
“Brazi have an Achilles heel, 

HoddI : said. “They have a re- 
luctant e to defend." 

Anile problems kept 
Shear* and David Sea- . 
man oi it of training . _ 

yestercay but both 
are esq: ected to play. 

The only selection 
doubt s who replaces 
the suspended David Beck- 
ham: I ob Lee, who is stiU suf- 
fering rom a toe injury, David 
Batty, vhose tackling could be 
a liabil ty and who has a groin 
strain, jr the promising but in- 
expert need Paul Scholes. 

Afu r Sunday's effort Brazil 
will set who is fully fit, but giv- 
en the little-known Denflson’s 
brilliai ce they will be strong 
whoev rr plays. Maura Sflva is 
suspen ded_ 

“Tf we had lost the first two 
match! s the world champions 
would jave been the last team 
you w nted to play," Hoddle 
said, “1 tut we are now wonder- 
ing if x e can match them. The 
belief s growing, we have re- 
spect i sometimes think people 
give Bi izQ too much respect as 
if they ; re from another planet" 

For 30 minutes on Sunday 
night c ut of this world was the 
only d< scription of their foot- 
ball. T? nth England on cloud 
nine s jmeone has to come 
down 1 3 earth tonight. 

The leautiftiJ team, page 26 


ENGLAND V BRAZIL: 10 OF THE BEST 



Height 1.8m. 

Weight 76.6kg. 

Age: 26 
CLUB RECORD 

s, 43 goals 
Blackburn: 171 games, 142 goals 
Newcastle: 40 gurries, 28 goals 
Honours: 1395 (Blackburn): PrEmiefsJip cham- 
pions. 1997 (Newcastle): Premiership runnere-up 


ENGLAND RECORD 

34 appearances. 16 goals 
TRANSFER! 

Southampton to Blackburn £3,3m 
Blackburn to Newcastle £15m 
INDIVIDUAL HONOURS 
1894c Footballer of the Vfear 
1995: PFA Player of the Year 


May 9, £956 (Wembley): England 4 Brazil 

Tommy Taylor and Colin Grainger both scone 
in first meeting with Brazil, but the visitors 
through a Roger Byrne own goal and Didi. P 
are stretched further when John Ateypand 
both miss penalties for England. 

June 11, 1958 (GothenburgJWorid Ci^p 
England 0 Brazil 0 

England reach the quarter-fittateof the World ( 
in Sweden but refom hOTttfwithlhe krip^ 
that they held the eventual champions to ardi 
June 10, 1962 (Vina delMar)WbrldCup 
England 1 Brazi 3 j : .. ; . . . 

Garrincha scores twice and Vava once as Brazil 
progress towads anolherWarki ' 

Mgy^Or l OG fl ( TOoyrBfafT Enfland 1 
The last time Engjaril conceded five grate in an 
international, just two years: before Sir Alf Ram- 
sey’s men succeed Brazil as worM champions. 
June 7, ±97fr (Guadalajara) World Cup finals: 
England O BkazB l- : • 

Gordon Banks m^es arguabfy the best save ever 
to deny Ttete. .Bigfaritf are iinludy to lose to Jaiiz- 
friho’s sirifoe. as Jeff As#e. misses ah open goal. 


Junej$/1977 (Rio): Brafel 0 Engand 0 
Er^and ensure they lee /e Rio unbeaten for the 
first Tjrtie in four attem p ts, 

June iO, 1984 (Rio): Btfazfi 0 England 2 
John Barnes scores a sp sctacular goal to send 
Engla^ on theway to the r only victory on Brazil- 
ian soil. Mark Hateley re ts the second. 

Mdrch 28,1990 (Wenbley): England 1 
Brazil O'; ■ ' 

Uriels st^gjW^Eng)^ ' H 

tory over Brazil. i 
May 17, 1992: (Werrtbk y): England 1 Brazil 1 
Gary Lineker's penalty m ss wrecks his chance of 
equalling Sir Bobby Chi riton's all-time England 
g^sepring record of 49. 1 )avid Hatt secures a draw 
after Bebeto puts Brazil ihead. 

June 11, 1995 (Wem b le y) U m b r oC u p : E ng land 
1 Brazil 3 

Graeme Le Saux scores a fine goal, but Juninho 
sparkles with a spectacular free-kick while Ronal- 
do and Edmundo are also on the mark. 

England v Brazil: played 18, won 3, drawn 7, 
lost 8, for 16, against 25. 
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Monday's Solution 



□BQIIQBB UHIEJUIUMLI 
IlHUnHHILH 
HHHCiHsnBaanHBHn 

aHHEI Q0CJHE] BLIUU 
HQBDiaSBn 
BHEBGHDO HBDOEBE 
0 0 □ B 

EBBnaQE HtDBDDQB 

□ □ 0 Q a Q HE 
bdde aaciiaa qbqh 

□ u □ □ n b on 

HHiaawanBUlHBBHHE 
a H Q H 0 D □ g 
aonnuDD bqbbbbb 
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ACROSS 

I Background information 
search is incomplete (6) 

5 Pass changes please (6) 

S Dickensian meeting 
which has a sting in the 
tail (9) 

•9 Satisfied about right 
one's worth (5) 

II The place for this is io 
the neck (4) 

12 Whistled a lot in one's 
imaginings (4,6) 

13 Meat selection suggested 
by winter economies? (4- 

4) 

15 Woman rendering British 
race meeting powerless 

17 Possibly save energy in 
some overheads? (5) 

19 About to decamp with 
connections (8) 


22 It’s not sound to be so 
high-pitched (10) 

23 See central heating which 
is filled with cold water 

25 Kills to analyse phrase's 
not hard (5) 

26 Find a I ess. troublesome 
species of insect (9) 

27 Son in wedding achieves 

harmony (6) 

28 Lacquer put over the 
French hair (6) 

down 

2 Leading sailor performing 
madrigal's not good (7) 

3 Farewell White Horse? 

4 Toys around eating 
cheese but not port to 
maintain this? (S) 


5 French pupil with name 
down for team (6) _ 

6 I’d a ramble, exercising 
choice (9) 

7 Applied spur to animal to 
do better (7) 

8 Cause of inflation if you 
have a flat in tandem? 

10 ^Try strikers out? Not in 
these sporting events (11) 

14 They've clicked with 
Spanish dancer? (9) 

16 Original cleaner retains 
one r s trust (8) 

15 Check’s run near old sol- 
dier (7) 

20 Action damaged Euro- 
pean plant (7) 

21 To remove stiffness is a 

convenience to nurse (6) 

24 Old regal type from 
Football Association (4) 


Quinnell’s tour exit 
disturbs the Lions 



Sao Ortetovao: 54 games. 36 goals 
Cruzeiro: 60 gBmes, 58 goals 
PSV Eindhoven: 56 games. 55 goals 
Barcelona: 38 games. 33 goals 
Honours: 1995 (PSV): Dutch championship run- 
ners-up: 1996 IPS V): Dutch Cup winners; 1997 
(Barcelona): European Cup-Winners' Cup winners 


Rugby Union 
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CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Pretoria 

The Lions have nol exactly 
turned pear-shaped - not yet at 
any rate - but a debilitating run 
of controversy, injuiy and defeat 
has given the lour a distinctly 
warped demeanour. Scott Gibbs' 
suspension and the premature 
departures of Doddie Weir and 
Paul Grayson had already 
knocked Fran Cotton and his 
management team back on their 
heels and yesterday, they took a 
blow in the solar plexus when 
Scott Quinnell pulled out of the 
Test series with groin trouble. 

Quinncil aggravated a long- 
standing muscle condition dur- 
ing the defeat by Northern 
Transvaal in Pretoria on Satur- 
day and although he complet- 
ed the game, he was quickly 
ruled out of further participa- 
tion by James Robson, the tour 
doctor, after an emergency con- 
sultation on Sunday. “I'm dev- 
astated," he said yesterday. 
"I’ve worked so hard for this. 
Now all I can do is go home and 
watch the series on television.” 

Although Cotton diplomati- 
cally avoided saying as much. 
Quinncil was a racing certainty 
for the No 8 berth in the open- 
ing Test against the Springboks 
on Saturday week and his ab- 
sence deprives the Lions of their 
most effective ball-carrying for- 
ward. The Welshman had also 
looked sharper and more com- 
mitted than usual in defence - in- 
deed. he was the Lions’ busiest 
and most accomplished per- 
former against Eastern Province 
in Fori Elizabeth just over a fort- 
night ago - and the tourists 


know they have lost one of their 
most influential figures. 

Couon and his colleagues 
were not deciding on a re- 
placement until late last night 
presumably delaying their "de- 
liberations until the England 
side touched down a/ Heathrow 
following their squared Test se- 
ries in Argentina, Two obvious 
contenders, Ben Clarke - a 
Lion in more than one sense of 
the word in New Zealand four 
years ago - and Tony Diprose 
both played against the Pumas 
Iasi weekend and are considered 
to be in veiy sharp form indeed. 

However. Quinncll's misfor- 



Qulnnell: Groin injury 


tune carries even more rele- 
vance for Eric Miller and Tim 
Rodber, the respective No 8s or 
Ireland and England and now 
direct rivals for a treasured Test 
cap in Cape Town on 21 June. 
Miller was seriously downcast af- 
ter the defeat at Lofius Versfeld 
- a game in which he was played 
out of position on the open-side 
dank - but he wijj now have an 
opportunity, probably against 
Naial on Saturday, to bring his 
undoubted dynamism to bear in 


his favoured position. Rodber, 
meanwhile, captains ibe side 
against Gauteng, formerly 
known as Transvaal, in Johan- 
nesburg tomorrow nighL 

Ian McGeechan, the coach, 
agreed yesterday that some 
players might play in both of this 
week's matches against power- 
ful Super 12 provinces. Thai 
should encourage Tom Smith 
and Paul Wallace, the two ball- 
handling Celtic props, who 
came to South Africa as rank 
outsiders for the Tests but 
thanks to their exceptional mo- 
bility, are making rather more 
of an impaa than some of their 
strong-arm colleagues. 

Tony Underwood plays his 
third successive game on the left 
wing. Mike Catt gets his first 
start at outside-half and Nigel 
Redman, the 32-year-old Bath 
lock who. rumour has it once 
played alongside William Webb 
Ellis, makes perhaps the most 
popular Lions debut of them alL 
“I never thought it would hap- 
pen to me," said Redman, who 
was called in from Buenos Aires 
when Weir picked up his seri- 
ous knee injuiy in Withank six 
days ago. "My wife buret into 
tears when I told her I'd been 
summoned. They were defi- 
nitely teats of joy: after all, she 
won't be seeing me for anoth- 
er month now " a welcome 
shaft of humour on a dark day 
¥P^- I y a * a p| t!’ BrorattNBail 
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Most of our clients 
are pretty simple. 


Today, FT managers are on a mission 
to simpfify computer systems. They 
need to reduce complexity on the 
desktop and consofidate the growing 
number of servers in their companies. 

Why they are doing thfe; and how, is 
explained in an Executive Bneftrg 
published by Morse called "Flexible 
Server Conso6dation’. 

Cai us for a free copy. 
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Morse Computers 

0800 22 88 88 
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